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| Sermon for Next Sunday |

CONDITIONS OF CHRISTIAN LIFE

“These things I have spoken to you, so that in Me you may have peace. In the world you
have tribulation, but take courage; I have overcome the world.” (John 16:33)

Before Jesus ascended into heaven, He told His lovely disciples
to expect tribulation as a sure condition of earthly life, but that
in Him they would have peace. Conditions of life are very, very
important to people. Cultural, economical, environmental, political,
and social conditions control our society. People like to move to
areas with good living conditions. They search for places that have
better houses, schools, shopping centers, and entertainment. They
want to live in exclusive communities that urban development and
its conseguent employment opportunities produce. Even in the
very best neighborhoods, believers still experience awful living
conditions, just as the Son of God mentioned. | hope the members
of Choong Hyun recognize and relate to the words that Jesus
Christ spoke in today’'s Bible verse. We are always looking for
better conditions, but as you live this life as a Christian, you have to
accept what the Lord God said. You have to realize the terrible
conditions of Christian life.

Living in a dark world, Christians live among lions. In Psalm 57:4,
David prayed, “My soul is among lions; | must lie among those
who breathe forth fire, even the sons of men, whose teeth are
spears and arrows and their tongue a sharp sword.” Have you had
similar experiences? If not, you had better think about it, and ask
yourself whether you are a real Christian. 1 Peter 5:8 tells us, “Be
of sober spirit, be on the alert. Your adversary, the devil, prowls
around like a roaring lion, seeking someone to devour.” Have you
encountered this evil lion? Christians must constantly defend
themselves with their faith. You need to humble yourself under the
mighty hand of God, so that He may exalt you at the proper time.
You must put all your trust in Him because He cares for you. 1
Peter 5:9 instructs us to resist the devil and stand firm in our faith,
"knowing that the same experiences of suffering are being
accomplished by your brethren who are in the world.” You are not
alone in your sufferings for Christ. Other Christians face the same
conditions. Be confident in the knowledge that faith always leads
to victory. Proverbs 28:1 says, “The wicked flee when no one is
pursuing, but the righteous are bold as a lion.”

Living in a dark world, Christians live among thorns and
scorpions. When God called Ezekiel to minister to the sons of
Israel, He told him, "And you, son of man, neither fear them nor
fear their words, though thistles and thorns are with you and you
sit on scorpions; neither fear their words nor be dismayed at their
presence, for they are a rebellious house”(Ezk. 2:6). All too often,
we read the Bible saying, “Yes, yes,” but when we actually face
difficult situations, we try to escape them instead of dealing with
them. There is no need to fear thorns and scorpions. They may
appear quite scary, but there is no need for worry. God told Ezekiel,
“But when | speak ta you, | will open your mouth and you will say
to them, ‘Thus says the Lord God.' He who hears, let him hear; and
he who refuses, let him refuse”(Ezk. 3:27). God enables believers
to handle all situations, no matter how thorny or poisonous.

Living in a dark world, Christians live among wolves. When Jesus
commissioned the seventy, He said to them, “Go; behold, | send
you out as lambs in the midst of wolves”(Lk. 10:3). Are you willing
to go where Jesus orders? We need to be aware of the dangers,
but we need not fear them. Jesus told His disciples, “Behold, |
send you out as sheep in the midst of wolves; so be shrewd as
serpents and innocent as doves”{Mt. 10:16). Far too many
believers think that walking with Jesus means never having to face
bad situations. Walking with Jesus means that you will most
assuredly face tribulations, but not alone, or without heavenly
power. Paul specifically told the elders of Ephesus, "I know that
after my departure savage wolves will come in among you, not
sparing the flock”(Acts 20:29). Believers need to be cautious,
especially of religious leaders who pretend to know Jesus. They
are like wolves in sheep’s clothing.

Indeed Christians live among lions, thorns, scorpions, and
wolves, but they live among God's angels too. While we reside
here on this earth, | am telling you that Ged's angels do watch over
and care for us. When Elisha's servant saw the king of Aram's army
surround the city, Elisha told him not to fear, for those who were
with him were more than those whe were with them. Elisha
prayed for God to open his servant's eyes so that he could see
what Elisha saw, "And the Lord opened the servant's eyes and he
saw; and behold, the mountain was full of horses and chariots of
fire all around Elisha”(2 Ki. 6:17). Proverbs 34:7 says, "The angel of
the Lord encamps around those who fear Him, and rescues them.”

Jesus’ words from today’s Bible verse tell us that in Him we have
peace. The Lord Jesus protects us, “As the mountains surround
Jerusalem, so the Lord surrounds His people from this time forth
and forever”(Ps. 125:2). In Jesus, we are secure at all times, in all
dangers, and in all circumstances. Psalm 91:4 says, “He will cover
you with His pinions, and under His wings you may seek refuge;
His faithfulness is a shield and bulwark.” Jesus told His disciples,
“Do not let your heart be troubled; believe in God, believe also in
Me"(Jn. 14:1). Right before He departed, Jesus also told His
disciples, “l am with you always, even to the end of the age”(Mt.
28:20).

My dear friend, if you believe in Jesus Christ, you have to
practice your faith. If you compromise, even just a little, you will
not be able to see and feel the lions, thorns, scorpions, and wolves
that live among you. If your faith is real, you will find comfort and
confidence in the Lord God being on your side forever and ever,
and in His angels covering you. If God is for us, who is against us?
Paul told the Romans, “For | am convinced that neither death, nor
life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor things present, nor things to
come, nor powers, nor height, nor depth, nor any other created
thing, will be able to separate us from the love of God, which is in
Christ Jesus our Lord"(Rom. 8:38, 39). Amen. W
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