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| Sermon for Next Sunday ||

THE SECRET OF CONTENTMENT

©But godliness actually is a means of great gain when accompanied by contentment. -
“But those who want to get rich fall into temptation and a snare and many foolish and harmful desires which

plunge men into ruin and destruction. “"For the love of money is a root of all sorts of evil, and some by longing
for it have wandered away from the faith and pierced themselves with many griefs.
(1Timothy 6:6~10)

veryone in the world seeks contentment. Many hope to
E gain contentment through wealth, fame and success.
They think personal achievement, higher education, good
employment, and honorable deeds will help them to obtain the
feeling of calm and pleasurable satisfaction, but they cannot
find it. How can a person be content? A thankful heart is the
key to contentment. Thankful people have discovered the
secret of real contentment. They stay positive in a negative
world. Why are thankful people content?

Thankful people rejoice in what they have. Whatever you
have, you should be satisfied. Hebrews 13:5 says, "Make sure
that your character is free from the love of money, being
content with what you have; for He Himself has said, ‘| WILL
NEVER DESERT YOU, NOR WILL | EVER FORSAKE YOU.""
You have everything if you have Jesus Christ. Do you have
Jesus? Covetousness draws you into the world, while
contentment frees you from the lusting of possessions. All
earthly things eventually go away, and in the interim they
sometimes get lost or are replaced by something else. Paul
found contentment because he was continually thankful, “in
everything give thanks; for this is God's will for you in Christ
Jesus”(1Thes. 5:18). | hope you have this kind of thankfulness
in your heart. For real Christians, if they practice their faith, are
always satisfied. Paul's contentment was not based on what
he had; Christ made him content in all conditions. He said,
“Not that | speak from want, for | have learned to be content
in whatever circumstances | am. | know how to get along with
humble means, and | also know how to live in prosperity; in
any and every circumstance | have learned the secret of being
filled and going hungry, both of having abundance and
suffering need” (Phil. 4:11~12). Understanding that lack is not
necessarily a sign of God's disfavor, nor plenty of His approval,
helps you to live the will of God. Thankful people recognize the
transience of all things. You are born broke and will die the
same way, “For we have brought nothing into the world, so
we cannot take anything out of it either. If we have food and
covering, with these we shall be content”(1Tim. 6:7~8). You
can be content with just food and clothing. Whatever you
have, be content.

Thankful people refuse to be ruled by what they do not have.
Sadly, the desire to be rich rules the hearts of many people.

Such people find that whatever they have is not enough, and
their desire for more leads to more and more sin. They are led
to being caught in the devil's trap, “But those who want to get
rich fall into temptation and a snare and many foolish and
harmful desires which plunge men into ruin and
destruction”(1Tim. 6:9). The love of money brings very strong
trouble, “For the love of money is a root of all sorts of evil, and
some by longing for it have wandered away from the faith and
pierced themselves with many griefs”(1Tim. 6:10). Clinging to
money cost the rich young ruler his soul in hell (Lk. 18:23).
Breaking free from the love of money brought salvation to
Zaccheus, "Zaccheus stopped and said to the Lord, 'Behold,
Lord, half of my possessions | will give to the poor, and if |
have defrauded anyone of anything, | will give back four times
as much.” And Jesus said to him, ‘Today salvation has come to
this house, because he, too, is a son of Abraham'"(Lk.
19:8~9). Chasing money is not just foolish but dangerous.
People spend years in prison and lose family over such
nonsense. Are you ruled by things you crave, but do not have?
Have you lost your way? The Bible says, “For the Son of Man
has come to seek and to save that which was lost”(Lk. 19:10).

Thankful people recognize that God gives them all they have!
1Timothy 6:6 says, “But godliness actually is a means of great
gain when accompanied by contentment.” Cash without
Christ caters to carnality. Possession without the Prince of
Peace never satisfies. Contentment comes from knowing and
serving Jesus Christ. Responding to Christ's love in faith
brings new life, “Therefore if anyone is in Christ, he is a new
creature; the old things passed away; behold, new things have
come"(2Cor. 5:17). Remembering that you are a sinner saved
by grace makes you thankful. Everything you have is from our
loving Savior's hand. You should constantly confess this truth,
"Every good thing given and every perfect gift is from above,
coming down from the Father of lights, with whom there is no
variation or shifting shadow"(Jas. 1:17).

Thanksgiving Sunday has passed, but I'm still preaching a
thanksgiving sermon. | just can’t stop because I'm so thankful.
Are you content Christian? Do others recognize the reason for
your peace? Your contentment can draw others to the Lord.
Practice your faith in thankfulness and you will always be
content. Amen.
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