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I have been really grateful that we could begin the Mission Conference with
ten precious missionaries since last Thursday. Local leader-centered mission,
which our church is concentrating on, is very important at a strategic level. When
considering the aspect of language and culture as well as the continuity of mis-
sions, the leadership of locals is absolutely necessary. However, I could not but be
surprised to listen to the words of missionaries who have visited this time. In the
case of a pastor, it was a situation that only two among one thousand applicants
were allowed to leave the country according to the local circumstance, and the
pastor became one of the two so that he could attend the mission conference.
What's more, he was allowed only to go to the stopover, and the flight from there
to Korea was not guaranteed. but fortunately, just 90 minutes before the airplane
took off, he was told the problem was resolved. I felt like the first hour of gather-
ing together with 10 missionaries who came to us through such troubles was 'the
space of joy. The Lord seemed to smile as He opened the gate of mission widely.
"During the night Paul had a vision of a man of Macedonia standing and begging
him, “Come over to Macedonia and help us.” After Paul had seen the vision, we
got ready at once to leave for Macedonia, concluding that God had called us to
preach the gospel to them.'(vs 9-10). The text is the story of the moment when
the gospel advances from Asia to Europe. Paul, who did missionary works for a
while in the region that he had thought, realized the will of God through a vision
in Troas and headed to Europe. And Paul came to experience the advance of the
gospel in Philippi, the leading city of that district of Macedonia.

The first lesson that the gospel of the Bible teaches through the advance of the
gospel is the fact that the advance of the gospel is achieved through people. "On
the Sabbath we went outside the city gate to the river, where we expected to find
a place of prayer. We sat down and began to speak to the women who had gath-
ered there. One of those listening was a woman from the city of Thyatira named
Lydia, a dealer in purple cloth. She was a worshiper of God. The Lord opened her
heart to respond to Paul’s message.'(vs 13-14). Since there was no synagogue in
Philippi, following the routine of Jews, they headed to the riverside on the Sab-
bath. There, a woman named Lydia came to hear the gospel Paul proclaimed.
When the gospel advanced, God prepared a person who responded to the gos-
pel. The core principle of the Bible about the mission Jesus has taught when he
sends out the appointed seventy to the places of mission(Lk 10:5-6) was ' the
proclamation of peace. Referring to the person who promotes peace, Jesus pro-
claimed as 'a person of peace' That is, Jesus told the way of God that the gospel is
advanced through those who accept the gospel of peace. The second lesson is the
fact that the advance of the gospel needs people, but consequently, 'the word of
the gospel is advanced through the person of peace. Accordingly, the advance of
the gospel can be the advance of the word. Examining the ending part of text,
verse 14, Lydia's heart was opened when she heard the gospel Paul delivered. Our
hearts have also to be opened like Lydia's when we come out before God. The
Lord uses the preachers, choirs, and also guides to open our hearts. I hope in the
Lord that you will open the door of your heart in the midst of the worship and
contain the gospel of the word in your heart.

The third lesson is that in order for the advance of the gospel to be accom-
plished, the word should remain within it. Looking at the work of the advance of
the word, there are times when God uses a particular method. The scene con-
nected to the text can be a scene of Acts where Peter and Cornelius appear. A Jew,
Peter and a gentile(a Roman soldier) Cornelius, who had no contact point be-
tween them, came to meet through the lead of the Holy Spirit. The moment
when entering the house of Cornelius, Peter intuitively felt the work of the word,
and he experienced for real the scene in which the gospel is advancing to Gen-
tiles. "While Peter was still speaking these words, the Holy Spirit came on all who
heard the message. The circumcised believers who had come with Peter were as-
tonished that the gift of the Holy Spirit had been poured out even on Gen-

Sermon in English Translation
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(Acts 16:6-15)
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tiles.'(vs. 10:44-45). Unlike Paul, who was the apostle to Gentiles from the time
when he was summoned, Peter was the apostle who was acknowledged as the
foremost successor among the twelve disciples called by Jesus. By the way, expe-
riencing the advance of the gospel and the presence of the Holy Spirit at Corne-
lius' house, Peter baptized Gentiles at that place. The advanced gospel should re-
main. If there is no place where the gospel stays, even the advanced gospel flies
away like the seed fallen on the rock. "When she and the members of her house-
hold were baptized, she invited us to her home. “If you consider me a believer in
the Lord,” she said, “come and stay at my house” And she persuaded us.'(v.15).
The person who abides with the word becomes beautiful in personality and life.
It's because for the gospel to advance and stay is the same as the phenomenon
where the gospel bears fruits. When Paul and Silas stay in the house of Lydia,
Lydia's house was established as the Church of Philippi. It became the field where
the gospel remains, people of God dwell, and the works of the gospel take place.
Paul, who stayed in Lydia's house and preached in the market of Philippi, cast out
a spirit from a female slave who is possessed by a spirit of divination. Those who
made profit through the woman's divination seized and threw Paul into prison.
Preparing this sermon, I made an effort to become the jailer of the prison which
Paul was thrown into. A jailer who keeps the prison is likely to have discerned the
person coming into the prison is bad or accused on a false charge. Paul and Silas,
who were stripped, flogged severely, and put into prison, couldn't seem to be
those who would particularly cause trouble to the jailer's sight. He seemed to have
thought that since they were fastened their feet in the stocks and put in the inner
cell, he could rest one night comfortably. Praising hymns offered by Paul and Si-
las in the prison might have been heard as a lullaby. However, when he woke up,
the jailer was surprised at a sudden earthquake about midnight, and found all the
prison doors flew open. The moment the jailer tried to commit suicide because
he despaired of the thought that the prisoners had escaped, Paul and Silas said,
"We are all here!’, and the jailer fell down before them. It's because he came to
know Paul and Silas, who did not escape even when the prison doors were open.
were more scary than those of power. As the result, the jailer accepted Jesus and

his household were also saved.

When the door of mission was opened, the word is advanced, and the ad-
vanced word remains in our hearts. The Bible shows this symbolically through
the opening of the Philippi prison doors. The door of mission and evangelism as
well as the door of the faith and the word was all opened widely. I think there
would be the jailer and his household among the believers who gathered for the
first time in Philippi. Perhaps, there might be a female slave who was possessed
by a spirit. As though the work that Lydia's home where the gospel had remained
bore the ministry splendidly was achieved, I hope the prison doors in our lives
would be opened. And I hope the advance of the gospel will be fulfilled, and due
to the gospel, the door of evangelism, the door of mission and the door of faith
will be opened. And I hope another door of mission will be opened due to the
ten precious people of God who have come to our church and are offering the
worship service. For this, the word should be advanced into the hearts of us all,
the word should stay, and the door of faith should be opened. "From Attalia they
sailed back to Antioch, where they had been committed to the grace of God for
the work they had now completed. On arriving there, they gathered the church
together and reported all that God had done through them and how he had
opened a door of faith to the Gentiles. And they stayed there a long time with the
disciples.'(Acts 14:26-28). 'The door of faith' in the Bible is expressed as ‘a door for
the word/(Col 4:3), or, 'the door for the gospel' or, 'the widely opened door'. I long
for that we also have the time when our door of faith is widely opened. And I
pray in the name of the Lord the door of faith will be continuously opened after
this through our church.
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