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Epistles to the Corinthian churches are easier to read than Romans, but
the atmosphere of it is a little bit ponderous because it deals with the
conflicts which arose at that period. The Apostle Paul pioneered the Co-
rinthian church and stayed in Corinth for about one year and six months.
In comparison with that he ministered over three months in other places
from which he had to leave due to the persecutions imposed on him for
spreading the gospel, the period of ministering in the Corinthian church
is significantly longer. Corinth, which was located in the distance of one
hour by car from Athens the capital city of Greece, was an international
city highly central in Greece at the time. "who risked their necks for my
life,(Rom 16:4a)" In Corinth, Paul met Priscilla and Aquila, a couple who
became great co-workers for his missionary work. When Paul with Silas
and Timothy reached Corinth for the first time, there were no believers,
but gradually the fruits of ministry appeared, and the church was estab-
lished and grew.

Paul's ministry in the Corinthian church

According to Romans, disappointed at the persecutions in Corinth,
Paul tried to quit the place, but God told him 'T have many in this city
who are my people. Where do you try to go leaving them behind?' It was
the first proclamation that not only Jews but also Gentiles are the people
of God. Although ministering by receiving the revelation from God, Paul
suffered great difficulties in Corinth. Paul was suspected of the qualifica-
tion of the apostleship, underestimated as not to be qualified to minister
in Corinth, and also suspected of the motive for his ministry. Neverthe-
less, Paul could not give up the Corinthian church. After Paul Left
Corinth by Bruce W. Winter is a book that neatly summarizes the prob-
lems od the Corinthian church after Paul left Corinth. Paul came to
know the problems of the Corinthian church through two routes. "For it
has been reported to me by Chloe's people that there is quarreling among
you, my brothers.(1Cor 1:11)" The first route was that believers of the Co-
rinthian church visited, telling Paul in person. Paul proposed the solu-
tions of the problems the Corinthian church suffered through 1 Corinthi-
ans 6-7. "Now concerning the matters about which you wrote: “It is good
for a man not to have sexual relations with a woman.”(ICor 7:1). The sec-
ond route was 'the matters about which you wrote| that is, the letters
from the believers of the Corinthian church. Through the letters, the Co-
rinthian church asked Paul whether it would be acceptable to eat food of-
fered to idols, whether it would be reasonable that they should get mar-
ried when the time of the Lord's coming was approaching, and so on.
Concerning the worship service, they also asked whether every woman
should have her head covered during the worship service, and how to
treat the one who takes more than his own supper due to hunger in the

Lord's Supper, etc.

The issue of resurrection

The last issue dealt with in 1 Corinthians is the resurrection. "But some-
one will say, “How are the dead raised up? And with what body do they
come?”(1Cor 15:35). The members of the Corinthian church wondered
about 'What's the difference between the body they will possess after the
resurrection and the body they have while living in this world?, which is a
higher level than the resurrection itself. This was because they were deep-
ly interested in the faith of resurrection. "Foolish one, what you sow is not
made alive unless it dies. And what you sow, you do not sow that body
that shall be, but mere grain—perhaps wheat or some other grain. But
God gives it a body as He pleases, and to each seed its own body.(1 Cor
15:36-38). Paul explained by comparing the body which shall die and dis-
appear on this earth to the seed, and the plant more splendidly growing
from the seed to the body at the time of resurrection. That's why there

Sermon in English Translation

What Will Happen to the 'Body’
After Death?

(1Corinthians 15:42-46)

Rev. Kyu Sam Han

were those who were aware of resurrected Jesus and those who were not
even among the disciples of Jesus. The core of the resurrected body
which is continuity and amazing development occurs equally when we
experience the resurrection.

"What is sown is perishable; what is raised is imperishable. It is sown in
dishonor; it is raised in glory. It is sown in weakness; it is raised in power.
It is sown a natural body; it is raised a spiritual body.(Cor 15:42-44)". When
we resurrect, we shall be raised as a divine body, a spiritual body.
Through the amazing process that the body is raised up in incorruption,
in glory, and in power, I came to aspire to the resurrection more. Here is
the strength through which we can overcome our fragility while living in
this world. An exegesis of a theologian, "The present body is likely to be
corrupted, characterized by disgrace and incompetence, getting active
force through what belongs to the flesh. For illustration, when eating
food, and having good things according to the standard of the world, En-
dorphins circulate in your body and you feel energized. However, the
resurrected body will be like the body of Jesus, and the life force and the
glory and the power will be full of the body." leads us to the faith of aspir-
ing for the resurrection deeply in the heart. This is because even though
our body has some fragilities while living on this earth, we can hope they
are covered with energy, glory, and ability so that they will be trans-
formed into proud figures.

The resurrection faith applied to life

Though we can not have the body after the resurrection, we can enjoy a
part of it. It is the same principle that believers cannot possess the king-
dom of heaven on this earth, but experience a part of it. The first applica-
tion of the lesson about the body after the resurrection Paul gave us to
our life is to remember the fact that our body is God's temple. "Do you
not know that you are God's temple and that God's Spirit dwells in you? If
anyone destroys God's temple, God will destroy him. For God's temple is
holy, and you are that temple.(1Cor 8:16-17)". The Bible compares our
bodies to the tent in which the Israelites sheltered in for the time being
while they were living in the wilderness. As if the Israelites' life of the tent
ended by building the God's temple, our bodies are tents, but since we
have become the children of God, we have become God's temple by
God's power being added. When we stay in the body, the Holy Spirit and
our soul stay separately, but when we become God's temple, the Holy
Spirit and our soul are associated. This is the marvelous mystery that a
resurrected body will experience. To be a perfect companion to Jesus be-
comes possible. Like the lesson from 1 Corinthians 1-6, this is why we
should refrain from fornication, that is, we are away from God. "Have this
mind among yourselves, which is yours in Christ Jesus,(Phil 2:5)" The sec-
ond application is to fill our body, the temple of God, with Jesus. It is the
challenge that beyond the stage where we feel peaceful with the heart of
Jesus only, we should go forward to 'the stage where we should think in
the way that Jesus does by filling our inner self with what Jesus has within
himself". This is what a Christian whose body is God's temple ought to do.
Beloved everyone, the resurrection definitely exists. The Apostle Paul
says clearly about how our bodies will be transformed at time of the res-
urrection. Among those pieces of knowledge, I hope and bless in the
Lord that you and I aspire for the glorious image that will be in the resur-
rection and at the time of the resurrection, and experience the glory of
the resurrection from now on.
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