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Enjoying reading Psalms last few weeks, I was fascinated by the two partic-
ular points of Psalms. First, it was the fact that Psalms is Hebrew poetry, but
even when we read it in Korean, moving emotion is not reduced by half but
delivered to us as a grace through the poetry. Scholars say it is possible be-
cause the content intended to be delivered to us, that is, the heart and will of
God is translated well even though the translation of literary genres like po-
etry is a challenging work of interpreting cultures. Second. God says to us
through Psalms when it is really necessary even though we do not usually
realize. During the sabbatical period for learning, I was to take a journey to
perform the mission delayed because of

Corona. Owing to the busy schedule and burden of the mission, I took a
short time and continued to read the psalms which I had read the day be-
fore. "Those who trust in the Lord and like Mount Zion, which cannot be
moved, but abides forever.'(Ps 125:1). I would have read it up quickly in usual
days, but at that time, Psalm 125:1 touched my heart because I wanted to
hold on to the word of God and go with Him. I came to have confidence that
‘There will be no problem if I become the one who relies on Jehovah on this
journey: "As the mountains surround Jerusalem, so the Lord surrounds his
people both now and forevermore.'(Ps 125:2). I also came to have the heart
that I had only to go out relying on the word that He would protect us till the
end. "The scepter of the wicked will not remain over the land allotted to the
righteous, for then the righteous might use their hands to do evil.'(Ps 125:3).
The phrase continued was the voice of God. 'gyu’ means the scepter of the
ruler. I hope you believe that if our hearts and the church become the land

of the righteous, even the power of wicked satans will become helpless.

The way of reading Psalms useful to be known

Parallelism is a very useful way to be known when you read the Book of
Psalms. It is a universal method that is called a parallel structure, or parallel-
ism in literature, which is not only an often used device but also one of the
methods, which delivers the divine knowledge and wisdom of God to read-
ers. "Whoever dwells in the shelter of the Most High will rest in the shadow
of the Almighty"(Ps 91:1). The one who dwells in the shelter of the Most High
and the one who rests in the shadow of the Almighty in a parallel relation-
ship(synthetic parallelism) are actually an identical one. It can help our re-
membrance and explain the content more abundantly through repetition.
Another use of parallelism is to explain and declare a concept and define its
content. I think it is a very wise method through which we can understand
God. "But the eyes of the Lord are on those who fear him, on those whose
hope is in his unfailing love,'(Ps 33:18). We know we should become the ones
who fear the Lord and want to be so, but we often feel embarrassed when we
have to explain concretely what the person that fears Jehovah is like. Psalms
suggest a very important method for this case. Psalm 33 says those who fear
Jehovah are those who hope for His unfailing love, and Jehovah watches
over them. In Psalm 83:19-22 continued after this, the poet continues a song
that those who hope for Jehovah's loving-kindness rejoiced in Him, and
through the joy, Jehovah God will give them His unfailing love in person. It
explains and defines what the person who fears Jehovah is like, what traits he
has. Accordingly, reading Psalms based on parallelism can be said to be a
very useful method.

Lessons from Psalm 131

"My heart is not proud, Lord, my eyes are not haughty;"(v 1a). The first
half of verse one emphasizes pride and arrogance are what we must not do
through parallelism in which repetition takes place. "I do not concern my-
self with great matters or things too wonderful for me."(v 1b). When we try
hard too much to handle what we can not handle on our own, our lives be-

come exhausted. This word must not be misunderstood as meaning, Don't

Sermon in English Translation

Let Go of Pride, Arrogance and This

N (Psalm 131:1-3)

Rev. Kyu Sam Han

do anything, and live as you can roughly manage.' Because the Bible intends
to erect and give strength to the discouraged, we must interpret this word as
that the first half of it emphasizes through parallelism not being proud and
arrogant, and then, says that life should not be the one that is broken by try-
ing to perform what cannot be handled. Though people of the world ap-
plaud at the big and amazing work which extols the self, 'the great work' and
'the amazing work' the Psalm talks about are not what humans achieve but
'the great work' of salvation God is pleased with, and the one who performs
the work is also God. It is the reason that the great work through which hu-
mans extol themselves is not wise, and also it is the reason that by obeying
God silently in the midst of great works and amazing works of salvation God
is doing, we should enjoy the pleasure of participating in God's works.

"But I have calmed and quieted myself, I am like a weaned child with its
mother; like a weaned child I am content."(v 2). A 'weaned child' is a little bit
unique poetic expression in the Bible. The Bible usually says, 'we are chil-
dren, God is Father, or of paternal love of God' The masculine protection of
a shield or a fortress, such as God reigns us, leads and provides us appears in
several scriptures including Psalms. However, verse 2 interprets the relation-
ship between God and us through maternal love from the relationship be-
tween a mother and a weaned child. The method of paternal protection
seems to be strong enough for the children to be oppressed or to want to be
out of him, but there is no weaned child who wants to be out of the mother's
bosom. There can exist a competitive relationship between brothers or even
between sons and the father, but the relationship between mother and chil-
dren is a little bit different. Mother is not the object to be overcome but the
being of protection and provision. Through this, God shows the people of
God, the Israelites, did not obey God for long, tried to live on their own, and
tried to be out of the boundary God gave to them so that the order of their
lives was broken. A life having order is a life in which pride is away from the
heart, arrogance disappears from the eyes, and one is in a relationship with
God as if a weaned child is in the bosom of the mother.

“Israel, put your hope in the Lord both now and forevermore.’(v 3). Verse
3 of the text says the solution to life is to 'put your hope in the Lord. If so,
how could we live a life to put our hopes in the Lord? "For by the grace given
me I say to every one of you: Do not think of yourself more highly than you
ought, but rather think of yourself with sober judgment, in accordance with
the faith God has distributed to each of you"(Rom 12:3). Romans deeply re-
lated to Psalms doesn't say not to think of anything but to discern the work
given to you by God in accordance with the amount of your faith and move
forward is the practice of life putting hope in the Lord. "Do not conform to
the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind.
Then you will be able to test and approve what God’s will is—his good,
pleasing and perfect will"(Rom 12:2). To be transformed by renewing your
mind and to live discerning God's good, pleasing, and perfect will is a life of
putting hope in the Lord. Putting your hope in Jehovah in the Old Testa-
ment is the life full of hope that God will be sure to appear, and the life con-
centrating on and moving toward God. "fixing our eyes on Jesus, the pioneer
and perfecter of faith."(Heb 12:2a). The New Testament expresses it as 'Let's
look at Jesus. The life of putting our hope in Jehovah is to focus on Jesus
who hung on the cross and resurrected and reigns, and look to Jesus and
move forward. Dear everyone, let's put down the pride and arrogance of our
hearts and efforts for doing the work which was not distributed by God. The
peace and calmness God gives will surround our lives. I bless in the name of
the Lord that you and I will strive to put our hopes in the Lord.
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