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HEAVENLY VISION

"at midday, O King, I saw on the way a light from heaven, brighter than the sun, shining all around me and those who

| Sermon for Next Sunday ||

were journeying with me.+ 7 delivering you from the [Jewish] people and from the Gentiles, to whom I am sending
you ""to open their eyes so that they may turn from darkness to light and from the dominion of Satan to God, in order
that they may receive forgiveness of sins and an inheritance among those who have been sanctified by faith in Me.
(Acts 26:13~18)

fter Pentecost, the Christian church in Jerusalemn was bursting

with new members. It started with 120 men and women, then
added 3,000 and 5,000, and many more. With its sudden growth
came persecution. Paul was its chief oppressor, killing Stephen,
casting his vote of death upon saints, and tormenting any believers he
could get his hands on. He hated the mere idea of Christianity
because of his strong earthly vision. His eyes looked at Christians with
contempt, and it angered him to such an extent that he wanted to
eliminate them, until he saw another vision on his way to Damascus.
He had two visions before him, his own and one from heaven. He told
Herod Agrippa Il, “at midday, O king, | saw on the way a light from
heaven, brighter that the sun, shining all around me and those who
were journeying with me”(v. 13). He confessed his life experience to
Agrippa to show that he did not prove disobedient to the heavenly
vision. He discarded his earthly vision with all its thoughts and
purposes for living, to follow the heavenly vision. Why did Paul throw
away everything for this heavenly vision?

Paul found the greatest love. He realized that Jesus Christ loved him
unconditionally. Though in the past his heart hated the church and
persecuted its members, even so Jesus still loved him, "Saul, Saul,
why are you persecuting Me? It is hard for you to kick against the
goads”(v. 14). It was useless for Paul to persecute the church
because he was only hurting himself. Jesus told him, “But get up and
stand on your feet; for this purpose | have appeared to you, to appoint
you a minister and a witness not only to the things which you have
seen, but also to the things in which | will appear to you; rescuing you
from the Jewish people and from the Gentiles, to whom | am sending
you"(wv. 16&17). Jesus wanted Paul to work for Him, “to open their
[Jews and Gentiles] eyes so that they may turn from darkness to light
and from the dominion of Satan to God, that they may receive
forgiveness of sins and an inheritance among those who have been
sanctified by faith in Me" (v. 18).

Paul experienced the gospel and wanted to honor the command of
Christ. He finally realized that earthly things, like his thoughts and
ways, were nothing. He told Timothy that the power of God “now has
been revealed by the appearing of our Savior Christ Jesus, who
abolished death and brought life and immortality to light through the
gospel, for which | was appointed a preacher and an apostle and a
teacher”(2 Tim. 1:10&11). This truth made it possible for him to say,
“For to me, to live is Christ and to die is gain”(Phil. 1:21). The
heavenly vision became the most important thing to him, “But
whatever things were gain to me, those things | have counted as loss
for the sake of Christ. More than that, | count all things to be loss in
view of the surpassing value of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord, for
whom | have suffered the loss of all things, and count them but

rubbish so that | may gain Christ”{Phil. 3:7&8). He got to the point
where he could say, “For | determined to know nothing among you
except Jesus Christ, and Him crucified”(1 Cor. 2:2). Amen. Jesus was
his life, his all.

Paul felt he owed a debt to Christ and to-the lost of humanity. He
fold the church in Rome, “| am under obligation both to Greeks and to
barbarians, both to the wise and to the foolish”(Rom. 1:14). He knew
that Jesus “died for all, so that they who live might no longer live for
themselves, but for Him who died and rose again on their behalf”(2
Cor. 5:15). Knowing this, he was able to conclude, “Therefore, we are
ambassadors for Christ, as though God were making an appeal
through us; we beg you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God"(2
Cor. B:20). God's blessings through Jesus Christ are so immense,
indescribably great. Jillions and jillions of dollars cannot even come
close to the value of forgiveness. Jesus told His disciples, “Heal the
sick, raise the dead, cleanse the lepers, cast out demons; freely you
received, freely give"(Mt. 10:8). The majority of the world has lost the
heavenly vision. Their spiritual poverty is enormous. They need
teachers, like Paul, who understand how great a debt Christ paid on
the cross for them.

Paul knew he must give an account of himself to God, “For it is
written, ‘As | live, says the Lord, every knee shall bow to Me, and
every tongue shall give praise to God.” So then each one of us will
give an account of himself to God"(Rom. 14:11&12). Are you ready to
give an account of yourself to God? Have you witnessed the gospel to
those who God has placed before you? He gave you something, “To
one he gave five talents, to another, two, and to another, cne, each
according to his own ability”(Mt. 25:15). Whatever you have, Jesus
asks that you be faithful with it until death, and He will give you the
crown of righteousness, eternal life, “And he called ten of his slaves,
and gave them ten minas and said to them, ‘Do business with this
until | come back'(Lk. 19:13). If you love Jesus, why don’t you do
what He said, "Why do you call Me, 'Lord, Lord," and do not do what |
say”(Lk. 6:46)? He commands you to be His witness, even to the
remotest part of the earth!

Paul confessed the heavenly vision to the gentile king. He loved it.
He was happy to witness, even if his hands and feet were in chains.
He loved Jesus Christ, who died on the cross for him, gave him the
heavenly vision, and the opportunity to share the gospel. Do you have
heavenly vision or earthly vision? As a Christian, do you ask the Lord
to give you life goals so that you can be a success? If so, shame on
you! Come to the Lord, please return to Jesus Christ. There is no
greater love than His and no greater honor than to serve Him. You
owe a great debt to Christ and to the lost. | hope your account before
God will be great because His heavenly vision is great. d
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