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| Sermon for Next Sunday |

WHAT KIND OF PEOPLE WERE AT PENTECOST ?

WWhen the day of Pentecost had come, they were all-together in one place. ®And suddenly there came from
heaven a noise like a violent, rushing wind, and it filled the whole house where they were sitting.
“And there appeared to them tongues as of fire distributing themselves, and they rested on each one of them.
“And they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak with other tongues,
as the Spirit was giving them utterance.

(Acts 2:1~4)

hen the Day of Pentecost finally arrived, about one hundred

and twenty people gathered together in the upper room of
Mark’s home. Jesus' mother, brothers, and eleven disciples were
among this group. For the first time in history, the Holy Spirit came
down from heaven and indwelled all one hundred and twenty
people. Prior to this spectacular event, the Holy Spirit only visited
select individuals in our history. This was a brand new phenomenon
that had never happened before, What kind of people were the first
to be filled by the Holy Spirit?

The people at Pentecost had been with Jesus. These men and
women thought Jesus was the Messiah and followed His ministry.
After about three and a half years, they turned from Him and He
was crucified. When He resurrected, they were surprised. He
appeared to them in resurrection form for a period of forty days,
during which time He spoke to them about the things concerning
the kingdom of God.(Acts 1:3) He also told them “not to leave
Jerusalem, but to wait for what the Father had promised, ‘Which,'
He said, 'you heard of from Me; for John baptized with water, but
you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit not many days from
now."(Acts 1:4~5) They experienced the fulfillment of this promise
ten days after they witnessed His ascension. So, from the time of
Jesus' death to the time of the coming of the Hely Spirit was fifty
days. These special one hundred and twenty people had all kinds of
experiences with Jesus. They saw His ministry, betrayal, crucifixion,
and ascension. They heard His departing words toward heaven, “All
authority has been given to Me in heaven and on earth. Go
therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the
name of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit, teaching them
to observe all that | commanded you; and lo, | am with you always,
even to the end of the age. " (Mt. 28:18~20)

The people at Pentecost continually devoted themselves to
prayer. After Jesus ascended, they listened to His command to wait
for their baptism with the Holy Spirit. They gathered in Mark’s home
and with “one mind were continually devoting themselves to
prayer."(Acts 1:14) They prayed inside for ten days! The doors of
Mark’s home were closed because outside there still remained
much hostility and violence toward Jesus' followers. The lives of all
those who entered the upper room were endangered. They needed
power. They needed the Holy Spirit to come down as Jesus
promised. In one accord they prayed.

The people at Pentecost received Jesus' promise. Jesus asked
His disciples not to leave Jerusalem, but to wait for the promised
Holy Spirit. Those who listened and obeyed received His promise.
Today's Bible verses say, "And suddenly there came from heaven a

noise like a violent rushing wind, and it filled the whole house
where they were sitting. And there appeared to them tongues as of
fire distributing themselves, and they rested on each one of them.
And they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak with
other tongues, as the Spirit was giving them utterance.” (vv. 2~4)
No one had ever experienced this supernatural event. The upper
room people walked where no one had gone before, but where a
multitude would follow by faith. Where there was once doubt,
uncertainty, and human failure now there was evidence, certainty,
and spiritual power. The Holy Spirit opened their hearts to God's
love.

The people at Pentecost became spiritual leaders. The central
purpose of the Holy Spirit is to endow believers with power for
evangelism. Peter stood up in the Temple and preached like never
before, telling the Jews with confidence, “"Therefore let all the
house of Israel know for certain that God has made Him both Lord
and Christ—this Jesus whom you crucified.” (Acts 2:36) He said to
them, "Repent, and each of you be baptized in the name of Jesus
Christ for the forgiveness of your sins; and you will receive the gift
of the Holy Spirit."(Acts 2:38) "So, then, those who had received
his word were baptized; and that day there were added about three
thousand souls.....» Day by day continuing with one mind in the
temple, and breaking bread from house to house, they were taking
their meals together with gladness and sincerity of heart, praising
God and having favor with all the people. And the Lord was adding
to their number day by day those who were being saved."(Acts
2:41, 46~47) A revival began at Pentecost, and its effects are still
being felt today.

My dear friend, God fulfilled His prophecy on Pentecost. Peter
preached, “This Jesus God raised up again, to which we are all
witnesses. Therefore having been exalted to the right hand of God,
and having received from the Father the promise of the Holy Spirit,
He has poured forth this which you both see and hear.”{Acts
2:32~33) God gives us His holy Spirit because He wants us to have
the power to explain to others that Jesus Christ is our Savior. We
are now living in the 21st century. The Holy Spirit comes to all who
believe in Jesus Christ and gives them the same opportunities as
He did the first receivers. Have you been with Jesus? Are you
continually devoting yourself to prayer? Have you received what
God has promised? Have you become a strong spiritual leader?
Through your life God's purpose is accomplished. | pray with what
little time you have that you make every moment count for Jesus.
Please deny yourself, take your cross, and follow Jesus through the
power of His Holy Spirit. Amen. 4
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