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| Sermon for Next Sunday |

MIRACLE NIGHT

Now it came about in those days that a decree went out from Caesar Augustus, that a census be taken of all the

inhabited earth. “This was the first census taken while Quirinius was governor of Syria. - “”Glory to God in the

highest, And on earth peace among men with whom He is pleased.” - “"And the shepherds went back, glorifying
and praising God for all that they had heard and seen, just as had been told them. (Luke 2:1-20)

s the world awaited the birth of the King of kings, the whole of heaven
Afccused on a small region in Judea. The greatest and most mysterious
event was about to take place there. God Almighty and Eternal was coming
into the world through the Virgin Mary in the little city of Bethlehem. His
birth would open the door of salvation to the whole world. The unfolding of
His salvation plan, most especially His incarnation, was something the
angels longed to look into. For this miracle night, God arranged a
spectacular drama that included many performers.

The world's political leader, Caesar Augustus, had ordered a census of
"all the inhabited earth”(v. 1). Everyone had to register in his own city.
Joseph, “along with Mary, who was engaged to him, and was with child”,
was required to go to “the city of David which is called Bethlehem,
because he was of the house and family of David”(wv. 4&5). This particular
town exactly fulfilled the Old Testament prophecy concerning the
Messiah'’s birthplace (Mi. 5:2). The Roman government played a role in
God's miracle night.

Joseph, son of David, lived in the region of Galilee, in the city of
Nazareth. He and his fiancee, Mary, had to travel a long distance to reach
Bethlehem. It was not an easy journey. The land of Judea was mostly hill
country, and Mary was in her last trimester. The donkey ride had to be very
difficult and uncomfortable. God chose Mary, a virgin, to conceive Jesus
through the Holy Spirit. Her engagement to Joseph was very important
because he was a son of David, and Jesus needed to be born as the Son of
David, God arranged for Joseph and Mary to come together for His miracle
night.

As Joseph and Mary approached Bethlehem), praising God for His great
care and love, Mary's birth pains began. They tried to find shelter in an inn,
but there was no room because of the census. Her contractions
intensified, so that they had no choice but to take refuge in a stable. The
Savior of the world was ready to be born, “But when the fullness of the
time came, God sent forth His Son, born of a woman, born under the Law,
so that He might redeem those who were under the law, that we might
receive the adoption as sons, Because you are sons, God has sent forth
the Spirit of His Son into our hearts, crying, ‘Abba! Father!'"(Gal. 4:4-6). Oh,
what a blessing moment it was when Jesus arrived! He made it possible
for us to become God's children, born again, “not of blood nor of the will of
the flesh nor of the will of man, but of Ged”(Jn. 1:13)

Over two thousand years before Jesus' birth, God promised Abraham,
“In your seed all the nations of the earth shall be blessed, because you
have obeyed My voice"(Gn. 22:18). God fulfilled this promise in the coming
of Jesus Christ, Abraham’s seed. God called Abraham to leave his country
and family and to follow Him to a new land. Abraham listened to the Lord’s
direction, just like the Virgin Mary who knew she had to go to Bethlehem
because she was carrying the Messiah. She and Joseph were aware of
Scripture; they knew Jesus needed to be born in Bethlehem. Together,
their hearts quietly praised the Lord God, even though their travels were a
heavy burden, like Abraham. God directed him to "Go forth from your
country, and from your relatives and from your father’s house; to the land
which | will show you”(Gn. 12:1). Faith carried Abraham just as it moved
Joseph and Mary. God used Abraham in preparation for His miracle night.

The angels and saints watched the Son of Ged come into this world from

heaven. They praised and welcomed Him with great joy. They smiled at all
the people moving around below, most unaware of God's miracle night.
Gabriel told the shepherds in the field, “Do not be afraid; for behold, | bring
you good news of great joy which will be for all the people; for today in the
city of David there has been born for you a Savior, who is Christ the
Lord"(wv. 10&11). Even before His birth, Gabriel shared the good news
with Zacharias, Mary, and Joseph. He wanted the shepherds to know that
Christ the Lord was now in Bethlehem. Bethlehem was a special place
where Samuel anointed King David, Ruth met Boaz, Jacob’s wife, Rachel,
was entombed, and now the appearing of many angels. On that miracle
night, there appeared with Gabriel “a multitude of the heavenly host
praising God"{v. 13). The heavenly choir was singing, “Glory to God in the
highest, and on earth peace among men with whom He is pleased”(v. 14)
The angels had many parts in the production of God’s miracle night.

After listening to the angels, the shepherds wanted to see the miracle
that the Lord God made known to them(v. 15). The Bible tells us, “So they
came in a hurry and found their way to Mary and Joseph, and the baby as
He lay in the manger. When they had seen this, they made known the
statement which had been told them about this Child. And all who heard it
wondered at the things which were told them by the shepherd. But Mary
treasured all these things, pondering them in her heart. The shepherds
went back, glorifying and praising God for all that they had heard and seen,
just as had been told them”(vv. 16-20). God chose the shepherds as
witnesses to His miracle night.

As baby Jesus lay asleep in the manger, the world's top Bible scholars
were asleep in their beds, but the Eastern wise men were following the
Messiah's star. They had traveled a great distance to come and worship
Jesus. They left their families and homes, and took great risks to find the
King of kings. They brought special gifts to give Him. God allowed these
Gentiles to witness His miracle.

The miracle night of Jesus' birth was a humbling experience. The Lord of
lords left His heavenly throne to come down into a lowly manger. John
1:10&11 tells us, “He was in the world, and the world was made through
Him, and the world did not know Him. He came to His own, and those who
were His own did not receive Him.” The world allowed the Messiah to be
wrapped in cloths and placed in a smelly manger, not clothed in silk and
placed upon a perfumed throne (v. 7). He came to save the world, but the
world did not welcome Him, "but as many as received Him, to them He
gave the right to become children of God, even to those who believe in His
name"{Jn. 1:12). All the angels and saints worshipped His birth, but only a
few humans received Him. The world in general did not welcome Him, but
permitted Him to lie down next to barn animals. Who could have imagined
such a humble entrance?

My dear friend, Jesus was born in Bethlehem on a miraculous night. This
Christmas story changed the world forever. Angels and saints in heaven
and angels on earth rejoiced at His coming. Mary and Joseph, the
shepherds, and eastern magi witnessed God's amazing love, and praised
Him for His grace. It was a real life drama beyond imagination. Have you
celebrated this miracle night? Have you welcomed Jesus into your heart
and home this Christmas season? i
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