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'A judge' in Judges is not a word which is commonly used in everyday
life. It has a good meaning recorded as a scholar( ) and a teacher( ) by
Chinese characters, but it is somewhat distant from a judge in the Bible.
Judges were not perfect leaders like Moses or Joshua but imperfect leaders
in every aspect until kings were established. However, since leaders in an-
cient societies had to settle lawsuit issues between people, 'Sasa' is translat-
ed as a judge in the English Bible. The period when judges ruled was dark,
and everything was retrogressed and painful. Though they entered the
land of Canaan and divided the land to give the proper allotment for each
tribe, it was not easy for them realistically to conquer the land. The Israel-
ites compromised the natives who resisted at the risk of death. As the re-
sult, the people of God gradually began to face the reverse-conquest. Per-
haps, this age we are living in may be the time of a reverse conquest
economically, socially, and spiritually. This is why we are interested in
Judges. "In those days Israel had no king; everyone did as they saw fit."(Jdg
21:25). I wish among the stories of the period in which people could do
whatever they want to do, the story of Gideon would be embraced in our
lives. It's because when the lesson of the Bible is treasured in our heart, it

becomes our wisdom and strength.

Gideon and 300 soldiers

"Gideon son of Joash died at a good old age and was buried in the tomb of
his father Joash in Ophrah of the Abiezrites. No sooner had Gideon died than
the Israelites again prostituted themselves to the Baals. They set up Baal-
Berith as their god'(Jdg 8:32-33). With Gideon or without Gideon was a re-
peated pattern in Judges. When there was no judge, no security was in Israel,
and when there was a judge, the sense of stability was in Israel. The difference
between with Gideon or without Gideon was the image of whole Judges. The
difference between with a man of great faith beside us and without him is ob-
viously big, but our faith should not depend on someone. Our faith should
grow and be matured until we anchored in Jesus Christ and could change the
neighboring place. "Midian so impoverished the Israelites that they cried out
to the Lord for help.'(Jdg 6:6). In the days of Gideon the race that harassed the
Istaelites was the Midianites. The Midianites appeared around the time when
the Israelites harvested the fields, and took all the crops away. It was both the
mock and contempt toward the weak and the image that the strong trample
on the weak. It was Gideon, a judge that God established for the Israelites cry-
ing in the midst of suffering. He was one of the greatest judges, but he was not
a person who took the lead to face against the Midianites before he was called
by God. Rather, he was a fragile person threshing wheat secretly to keep from
the Midianites' plundering. "The Midianites, the Amalekites and all the other
eastern peoples had settled in the valley, thick as locusts. Their camels could
no more be counted than the sand on the seashore.'(Jdg 7:12). In order to take
on Midianite army thirty-two thousand Israelites came out. However, among
them there were some people who were afraid of the enormously strong
Midianite army of over 185,000, who had settled in the valley, thick as locusts.
Gideon, following the word of God, sent twenty-two thousand men trembling
with fear of Midianite army back. I hope you and I will not belong to
22,000men who are afraid.

God said ten thousand men are still too may. Gideon took them down to
the water and left three hundred men who carefully drank from cupped
hands. There are some exegetists like Flavius Josephus, a 1st-century Jewish
historian, who translate 'God chose the men who are coward so that they
lapped water. However, the result is the same. God chose a small group, not
elite. The reason why Gideon and 800 soldiers could win was because God
was with them. Even though you have fear and are not an elite, you can be-

come warriors when you experience God's leading and see what God works. I

Sermon in English Translation

The Difference Between
With or Without Gideon

(Judges 6:32-35)

Rev. Kyu Sam Han

hope you and I belong to three hundred soldiers. The way in which Gideon
and three hundred soldiers fight was unique. They divide them into three
companies, and they had trumpets and empty jars in the hands of all of them
with torches inside. When Gideon blew a trumpet, 300 soldiers broke the jars
and blew trumpets and revealed fires. In front of noisy sounds and torches
flaming in the darkness Midianites turned on each other in fear. Even though
Gideon and 300 soldiers did not hold their swords, enemies were killed by
the swords. It was Jehovah's sword and Gideon's sword. "Thus Midian was sub-
dued before the Israelites and did not raise its head again. During Gideon’s
lifetime, the land had peace forty years.'(Jdg 8:28). Even though it was back to
be like in former days after Gideon died, peace came while Gideon was pres-
ent.

Regretfulness and lesson
""Gideon made the gold into an ephod, which he placed in Ophrah, his
town. All Israel prostituted themselves by worshiping it there, and it became a
snare to Gideon and his family.'(Jdg 8:27) Gideon was really a blessed person.
There was no judge before whom God appeared and summoned in person
like Gideon among twelve judges in the book of Judges. Therefore, if 300 sol-
diers who fought with Gideon had been the ones who had truly followed God
and believed sovereignty of God, revival would have taken place to finish
Judges in the period of Gideon. It's really unfortunate because the stream of
the times could have changed. "The Lord answered, “I will be with you, and
you will strike down all the Midianites, leaving none alive.’(Jdg 6:16). 'Surely I
will' in the original word is the same word as "I AM WHO I AM." when God
appeared to Moses in the flames of fire in a bush in Exodus. Gideon whom
God summoned the same way that He had called Moses had the duplicity of
being cautious but timid. Even if the calling of God was certain, Gideon re-
peatedly confirmed it. Though the prayer that there is dew only on the wool
fleece was responded, far from being surprised, he prayed again that God
should make the fleece dry and let the ground be covered with dew. It was to
make firm once again the clearly revealed will of God. It was not to embed his
own will in the state of not knowing the will of God. When any problems take
place despite the clear will of God, you pray and continue to go firmly, then
God in person confirms them.

"Then the Spirit of the Lord came on Gideon, and he blew a trumpet, sum-
moning the Abiezrites to follow him!(Jdg 6:34). Even if the presence of God
was so clear, the ministry of Gideon ended in his own generation. This is the
reason that Gideon could not become a great spiritual warrior even though he
was a great warrior who subdued Midian. If 300 soldiers who directly wit-
nessed with their own eyes the work of God had been spiritually awakened,
they could have changed the era. The part we should take as a lesson is also
here. Gideon knew God is the king. Our king of now is also God. In order to
change the dark and hard period of the reverse conquest, the believers serv-
ing God as the king should be increased. Believers serving Jesus as the king
should be united. Believers serving God as the king, after experiencing God
like 300 soldiers of Gideon and being trained, should become witnesses. 300
soldiers of Gideon tasted the glory for a short period, but I bless in the name
of the Lord 300 warriors of our era serve Jesus as the king, become the peo-
ple of God who can turn the darkness of the era into the light, and change the
era.
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