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| sermon for Next Sunday |

DO YOU HAVE THE HOPE OF GLORY?

to whom God willed to make known what is the riches

of the glory of this mystery among the Gentiles,

which is Christ in you, the hope of glory.
(Colossians 1:27)

he mysteries of God's grace were unknown in Old Testament

times, but became known only by divine revelation of the
indwelling of Christ. In today's Bible verse the Apostle Paul told
the Colossian church about the biggest secret of God's grace,
"which is Christ in you, the hope of glory”(Col. 1:27). He
explained to them that this great mystery was hidden from the
past ages and generations, “but has now been manifested to His
saints”(Col. 1:26). So many religious people had sought to
discover the secrets of God's grace, like Isaiah and Jeremiah, but
could not. We have the privilege of knowing them, and it is so sad
and wrong that we don't really appreciate their importance. For
example, the rapture of the church was a mystery unknown in the
Old Testament, but now revealed in Christ, “Behold, | tell you a
mystery; we will not all sleep, but we will all be changed”(1Cor.
156:51). Jew and Gentile becoming equal heirs of God's kingdom
was also a mystery unknown in the Old Testament, “For | do not
want you, brethren, to be uninformed of this mystery — so that
you will not be wise in your own estimation — that a partial
hardening has happened to Israel until the fullness of the Gentiles
has come in”"(Rom. 11:25). The gospel of Christ touching all
people was an amazing part of Ged's grace, "Now to Him who is
able to establish you according to my gospel and the preaching of
Jesus Christ, according to the revelation of the mystery which has
been kept secret for long ages past, but now is manifested, and
by the Scriptures of the prophets, according to the commandment
of the eternal God, has been made known to all the nations,
leading to obedience of faith"(Rom. 16:25~26). The mystery of
Christ within the believer is the hope of glory. People talk about
their hopes all the time. What kind of hope do you have right
now?

Do you have false hope? Everyone who places their hope in this
life only has false hope. 1Corinthians 15:19 says, “If we have
hoped in Christ in this life only, we are of all men most to be
pitied.” So many people place their hope in here and now,
ultimately making themselves miserable. The rich young man who
came to Jesus and talked about truth found out that he was
attached to material things, "But when he had heard these things,
he became very sad, for he was extremely rich”(Lk. 18:23). Many
people are like this young man, thinking money is everything.
Matthew 6:24 says, “Noc one can serve two masters; for either he
will hate the one and love the other, or he will be devoted to one
and despise the other. You cannot serve God and wealth.” Some
people hope in their intellect, thinking education answers all their
needs. Some people hope in their physical abilities, thinking their

own power can handle any crisis. Some people hope in religious
ceremonies or their own good waorks, thinking this satisfies God's
requirements. Paul says in Philippians 3:18~19, "For many walk,
of whom | often told you, and now tell you even weeping, that
they are enemies of the cross of Christ, whose end is destruction,
whose god is their appetite, and whose glory is in their shame,
who set their minds on earthly things.” Please set your heart and
mind on the things above. Let your hope be a true hope in Christ.

Do you have no hope? Everyone who lives without Christ has no
hope. No matter how much you talk about your hopes, to live
without Christ is to die without hope. Hope is tested at death,
during your last breath. Earthly success will be of no comfort to
you then. Ephesians 2:12 says, “remember that you were at that
time separate from Christ, excluded from the commonwealth of
Israel, and strangers to the covenants of promise, having no hope
and without God in the world.” Unbelievers have no hope, “But
we do not want you to be uninformed, brethren, about those who
are asleep, so that you will not grieve as do the rest who have no
hope"”(1Thes. 4:13). Believers do not sorrow like the lost ones.
Comfort at death is only for believers. Eternal promises are only
for Christians. There is no promise of hope for those who die in
unbelief. Unbelievers may act like all is well, but the exact
opposite is true, for once their last breath is taken the agony of
eternal death falls upon them.

Do you have the hope of glory? Everyone who believes in Christ
has the hope of glory! If Jesus Christ is.in you, you have the hope
of glory! Never forget it and always believe it. This hope is a
confident expectation. It is not a foundationless hope, but a hope
secured in the foundation of Christ. Christ's resurrection brings
living hope, “Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus
Christ, who according to His great mercy has caused us to be
born again to a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus
Christ from the dead"(1Pet. 1:3). This is the Christian inheritance.
All the suffering of earthly living finds its end in wonderful glory.
Paul says, "For | consider that the sufferings of this present time
are not worthy to be compared with the glory that is to be
revealed to us”(Rom. 8:18).

My dear friend, please invite the living Christ into your life. Open
your heart to God's eternal grace and love, and choose the hope
of glory. The riches of this revealed mystery of God's glory is
Christ in you. Do you have Christ in your heart? What can be more
important to you than the hope of glory? Make Jesus Christ the
most important thing in your life, and experience the blessings of
wonderful hope. Amen. {
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