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| Sermon for Next Sunday |

TWO DIFFERENT WISE MEN

Now after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in the days of Herod the king, behold,
magi from the east arrived in Jerusalem, saying, ® “Where is He who has been born King of the Jews?

For we saw His star in the east, and have come to worship Him.” -

“And they said to him,

“In Bethlehem of Judea, for so it has been written by the prophet, ® AND YOU, BETHLEHEM, LAND OF
JUDAH, ARE BY NO MEANS LEAST AMONG THE LEADERS OF JUDAH; FOR OUT OF YOU SHALL
COME FORTH A RULER, WHO WILL SHEPHERD MY PEOPLE ISRAEL.” (Matthew 2:1-6)

he Christmas story in today’s Bible passage talks about the
Tarrival of magi from the east. These wise men followed
Christ's star from a distant land. They were so happy to find His
star. Their hearts truly wanted to worship Him. After they met
the Christ Child with Mary His mother, they presented Him with
gold, frankincense, and myrrh. They did not listen to Herod the
king, and followed a different pathway home from Bethlehem.
Most Christians who read these verses forget that there were
two different groups of wise men. The first were visitors to
Jerusalem, and the second were Jerusalem's very own biblical
scholars. When the visiting wise men asked Herod where they
could find the Messiah, he called forth Jerusalem’s chief priests
and scribes to answer. These wise men told the eastern magi
that the Messiah was to be born in Bethlehem of Judea. The
eastern magi left to find Him.

Jerusalem's wise men studied God's word and taught God's
people. They knew in their heads where Jesus was to be born,
but they did not believe it in their hearts. They quoted Scripture
to the eastern magi, “And you, Bethlehem, land of Judah, are by
no means least among the leaders of Judah; for out of you shall
come forth a ruler who will shepherd My people Israel”(v. 6).
They remembered God's prophecy, but did nothing about it. They
read about Christ’s incarnation, but after they finally met Him,
they did not believe Him to be the Savior. They rejected Him and
treated Him like Satan. They even placed a crown of thorns on
the King of kings. Their actions are not much different from many
of today's churches who talk about Jesus, but do not really follow
Him.

This day people all over the world proclaim Jesus Christ to be a
very good man, a good teacher, a godly prophet, and a wonderful
philosopher, but they do not believe He can save them. They do
not look to Him for salvation, “Believe in the Lord Jesus, and you
will be saved, you and your household”(Acts 16:31). Many
people today know the Christmas story, as Jerusalem's wise
men knew it, but knowing it and believing in it are two different
things. Knowing that Jesus Christ is the Messiah who was born
in Bethlehem does not bring salvation. Believing in Jesus Christ
as the Messiah who was born in Bethlehem does bring salvation.

The wise men of Jerusalem knew the Messiah would reign,
but they rejected His reign. They knew Jesus Christ as a great
leader and teacher, but they still crucified Him. This is the real
Christmas story, the sad story of truth. The foreign gentiles
searched for the Messiah. They did not have a Bible, just a star.
They waited for the world's Messiah to come. On the other side,
Jerusalem'’s high scholars possessed many Bibles, but they just
pretended to wait for His coming. They were hypocrites, like
wolves in sheep's clothing. The prophets of old spoke to
Jerusalem’s wise men over 2,000 years ago, and they still speak
to us in the 21st century. Unfortunately, too many Christian
leaders talk about it, but they do not obey it. Even with their use
of the Bible, they do not preach the message of the gospel,
which is that Jesus Christ is Lord!

Why did the wise men of Jerusalem choose not to go down to
Bethlehem on the night of Christ's birth? The main reason was
their unbelief. They did not want to waste their precious time on
something that may or may not have happened. They did not
want to take any unnecessary chances or risks. Traveling at night
was dangerous, and the thought of their being wrong would
make others look down on them. They knew that Herod was not
the true king of the Jews; he was not a son of David. They also
knew that Christ's kingship threatened him; therefore, they were
afraid of him. His power was greater to them than God's power.
Overall, their hearts were not really looking for the Messiah. The
wise men of the east took the risk and spent the time. They
were willing to give up their lives to find Christ. Are you willing to
follow Christ?

My dear friend, the two different groups of wise men is the
Christmas story. Which group do you belong? Do you read your
Bible? Do you really believe what it says? Would you travel at
night, under political pressure, to see the Messiah? | hope your
heart contains heavenly wisdom, and that you will deny yourself,
take your cross, and go after Jesus. Even though the world's way
may sometimes appear easier and less dangerous, it is not the
right path. Please do not be deceived. God's way is the only way,
and His way is only through Jesus Christ. Praise Ged for sending
us His Son, our Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ. {f
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