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Sermon for Next Sunday

| Sermon for Next Sunday |

A THANKSGIVING HEART

Thanks be to God for His indescribable gift!
(2Corinthians 9:15)

hanksgiving Sunday has passed and Christmas is What is this indescribable gift? This gift that goes beyond

Tapproaching. Right now, some people are excited and any human description is eternal life through faith in Jesus
happy about shopping for gifts and decorating their homes, Christ. If you have received this gift, then you should be the
while others are bored and sad over all the fuss. Some people happiest person on the face of this earth. This priceless gift is
are worried about the high costs of living through a cold not maoney, a new car, career promotion, or anything you have
winter, while others are worried about their new car order to work towards. Romans 6:23 says, "For the wages of sin is
coming in on time. Everyone is focusing on certain conditions death, but the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our
and experiencing certain emotions. Paul exclaimed, “Thanks Lord.” Paul understood this, which is why he was always
be to God for His indescribable gift!"(v. 15) His physical happy. Even through tribulations he had joy. This amazing gift
condition was not good and his environmental conditions were was made possible by Christ’s birth, death, and resurrection.
terrible, but his focus always remained on God. As such, he Knowing this, does just the thought of Christmas get you
was able to give thanks to God in less than ideal conditions excited? Do you have this greatest gift ever offered? No
because he had a thankful heart for Jesus Christ. Jesus Christ wonder Paul calls this gift indescribable! There are no words
came to us on Christmas. He was God's gift to the world. He that can describe the love that brought the Savior down to
lived, died, and resurrected for us. Paul grasped the earth. Can you explain such happiness? After Paul received
significance of this miracle of love. He truly appreciated his this gift he kept giving the message of eternal life to others,
salvation. As | look out among you now, | see most of you but he wasn't satisfied with the human language. He did not
nodding your head in agreement, but | am really wondering know how to explain this gift, this indescribably beautiful,
how many of you actually have thankful hearts for God's amazing, great, and wonderful gift of life everlasting.
indescribable gift. How many of you are really prepared to Who is this gift giver? God is the giver! John 3:16 says, “For
celebrate Christmas? Let's carefully examine today's Bible God so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten Son,
verse and pray for God's Word to change our selfish and that whoever believes in Him shall not perish, but have eternal
prideful hearts. life.” God's great gift not only assures us of forgiveness, but

Who was this thankful person that praised God for His heaven. This gift endured the manger and suffered the cross.
indescribable gift? This thankful person was Paul, one of the This gift came to us so humble and poor, and we mistreated it
greatest missionaries of all time. He was once a relentless terribly. When you imagine that smelly manger that Jesus
persecutor of the church, a Pharisaic scholar, a devout Christ laid down in, do you praise Him? When you imagine the
religious man, but a lost soul. His conversion on the road to enormous pain that Jesus felt while being nailed to the cross
Damascus changed everything! He became a Christian and hanging from it, do you praise Him? When you imagine His
preacher instead of Christian persecutor. His belief in salvation time of death, do you praise Him? Indeed, this unspeakable
by faith moved him from religion to redemption. God's miracle gift is the result of God's great love. Those who believe in
of grace gave him a true thanksgiving heart. He urged fellow God's gift are acquitted of sin, but those who reject this
believers to be continually thankful, “Rejoice always; pray indescribable gift are condemned of sin.
without ceasing; in everything give thanks; for this is God's will Is your thanksgiving for this indescribable gift more than for
for you in Christ Jesus."(1Thes. 5:16~18) Even though he was your success, food, family, shelter, clothing, and health? Is
jailed, beaten, and stoned he continued to tell others about the your happiness really based on God's great gift? As a child of
truth. He dedicated his life to spreading the good news. God, please keep Jesus as your main focus each and every
Throughout all his hardships he still praised God. He wrote this day. Let your thanksgiving, like Paul's, be continual. Let your
wonderful statement for us through his faith. When will you thanksgiving rise up to God for the miracle of redemption.
stop focusing on the world and start praising the Lord God? Since Jesus is the reason for the season, let your thanksgiving
How are you going to make this Christmas all about Jesus? heart tell the good news of God's great gift to all. i
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