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(Luke 1:76-79)

Zacharias’ Prophecy

“To give to His people the knowledge of salvation By the forgiveness of their sins.”

day’s Christmas message centers on the
Holy Spirit filled prophecy of Zachrias, the
father of John the Baptist. Zacharias was a
priest, and he and his wife, Elizabeth, were both
righteous in the sight of God. Prior to John’s
arrival, they were childless because Elizabeth
was barren, and they were advanced in years.
Zacharias had prayed to God for a child, and one
day while he was working in the temple of the
Lord an angel, Gabriel, announced, “Do not be
afraid, Zacharias, for your petition has been
heard, and your wife Elizabeth will bear you a
son, and you will give him the name John™ (v.
13). What a wonderful encounter! Zachrias was
blessed to meet an angel and receive the long
awaited prayer for a child.

This child, John, was destined by God to be
filled with the Holy Spirit while yet in his
mother’s womb, and, “go as a forerunner before
Him (Jesus Christ) in the spirit and power of
Elijah, to turn the hearts of the fathers back to
the children, and the disobedient to the attitude
of the righteous, so as to make ready a people
prepared for the Lord” (v. 17). The very last
book of the Old Testament promised that before
God would send the Messiah. He would send
Elijah the prophet who would “restore the hearts
of the fathers to their children and the hearts of
the children to their fathers.” so that God would
not come and smite the land with a curse™ (Mal.
4:5&6). All of Israel were waiting for the
fulfillment of this promise of God. Isn't it
amazing that God’s angel showed up to
Zacharias to proclaim the coming of the spirit
and power of Elijah in John the Baptist?

The Bible clearly tells us that the name of the
angel who spoke to Zacharias was called
Gabriel, “I am Gabriel, who stands in the
presence of God, and I have been sent to spoke
to you and to bring you this good news” (v. 19).
Gabriel not only visited with Zacharias, but he
also called upon Mary, the mother of Jesus,
“Now in the sixth month the angel Gabriel was
sent from God to a city in Galilee called
Nazareth, to a virgin engaged to a man whose
name was Joseph, of the descendants of David;
and the virgin's name was Mary” (vv. 26&27).
Gabriel told Mary, “you will conceive in your
womb and bear a son, and you shall name Him
Jesus. He will be great and will be called the
Son of the Most High; and the Lord God will
give Him the throne of His father David; and He
will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and
His kingdom will have no end” (vv. 31&32). He

also told Mary about her relative, “Elizabeth has
also conceived a son in her old age; and she who
was called barren is now in her sixth month” (v.
36). Upon hearing this news, Mary went to visit
Zacharias and Elizabeth (vv. 39&40), and she
stayed with them for three months (v. 56).

After John was born, and Zacharias and
Elizabeth came to circumcise him on his eighth
day, Zachrias was filled with the Holy Spirit.
His words of prophecy included, “And you,
child, will be called the prophet of the Most
High: For you will go on before the Lord to
prepare His ways; To give His people the
knowledge of salvation by the forgiveness of
their sins” (vv. 76&77). Amen! Indeed, God’s
Old Testament promise was fulfilled in John's
ministry life. He preached repentance, for the
kingdom of heaven was at hand, and he baptized
with water those who confessed their sins. He
spoke, “I baptize you with water for repentance,
but He who is coming after me is mightier than
I, and I am not fit to remove His sandals; He
will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire”
(Mt. 3:11). Who is He? He is Jesus Christ.

Jesus Christ is the Sunrise from heaven who
came to visit us. This earth and all its inhabitants
were doomed from sin. Life without the Sunrise
is dark, cold, and sick. It leads only to death
without hope. But there need not be any more
darkness because the rising sun has come to us
“because of the tender mercy of our God” (v.
78). Amen! Jesus came “to shine upon those
who sit in darkness and the shadow of death, to
guide our feet into the way of peace” (v. 79).
Amen! His sunshine shines upon all those who
sit in the darkness. On this earth there is a
heavenly light shining all the time. God said,
“Let there be light; and there was light” (Gn,
1:3). This is God’s reign, His own deed. No
human asked for such grace, nor could have any
human imagined it.

‘What a wonderful words the Holy Spirit
gave to Zacharias. Although he did not even see
Jesus Christ, only his son, he prophesied the
amazing truth of God. Jesus Himself tells us, 1
am the Light of the world: he who follows Me
will not walk in the darkness, but will have the
Light of life” (Jn. 8:12). Jesus Christ gives us
life because He is the Light. All humans sit in
the darkness of sin, but those who “walk in the
Light as He Himself is in the Light, we have
fellowship with one another, and the blood of
Jesus His Son cleanses us from all sin” (1 Jn.
1:7). Without the coming of Jesus Christ, no one

could escape the darkness of sin. Everyone
would sit in darkness.

Without Jesus Christ, the Sunrise, all humans
also sit in the shadow of death. Everyone sits
upon the grave. Why? Our journey towards
death is because of sin. No one who has sin can
reach God's glory. No, not one! For all have
sinned and fall short of the glory of God (see
Rm. 3:23). The Bible specifically states, “For
the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God
is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord” (Rm.
6:23). The ways of sin lead to death. No one can
reach eternal life on their own. Every single
person in this church, in our country, in the
entire world sits in the shadow of death. “It is
appointed for men to die once and after this
comes judgment” (Heb. 9:27). All humans die.
Everyone has to die because that's how God
made it. Praise God that His Light shines on
those who sit on the shadow of death. God's
Light shines on those who sit on the shadow of
death. Everyone sins but the sunshine from
heaven shines from the heavens to the grave.
Jairus’ daughter, the widow of Nain's son, and
the brother of Mary and Martha (Lazarus) were
all touched by Jesus. Wherever Jesus went on
this earth there was death and dying. He
destroyed, overpowered, and won over this great
enemy.

The Sunrise from on High, Jesus Christ, will
guide us in the way of peace. He guides us. He
guides us not toward fire or jail, but toward
peace. When we worship, we sometimes sing,
“Teach me Thy way. O Lord, Teach me Thy
way! Thy guiding grace afford, Teach me Thy
way! Help me to walk aright, More by faith, less
by sight; Lead me with heavenly light, Teach me
Thy way!” The reason why Jesus came to this
earth is to give us peace. That’s the true
Christmas message.

My friends, do you have the meaning of the
real Christmas in your hearts? Or are you just
excited because Christmas is a popular holiday,
a happy religious cause? Have you experienced
the Light that shines upon the darkness of where
you sit? Do you see the Light that shines upon
the shadow of your grave? Are you living under
the Light that guides you toward peace on this
earth and everlasting life above? Zacharias’
prophecy holds the power of Christmas. I pray
you receive this power in your heart, and truly
worship this Christmas season with His Light
shining upon you. §
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