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| Sermon for Next Sunday |

REJOICE IN THE LORD ALWAYS

“Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, rejoice! “Let your gentle spirit be known fto all men. The Lord is

near. “Be anxious for nothing, but in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests

be made known to God. "And the peace of God, which surpasses all comprehension, will guard your hearts and
your minds in Christ Jesus. (Philippians 4:4~7)

he Bible clearly says that we should rejoice in the Lord all the
Ttirne, “Rejoice in the Lord always; again | will say, rejoice!”(v. 4)
The problem is that we do not want to rejoice in the Lord always.
Instead, we want to find joy in other things, like catching a movie,
watching T.V., eating out at a restaurant, taking a long bath, going on
vacation, visiting friends, buying clothes and a lot of other things. Qur
anger, disappointment, and unhappiness come from not getting these
things, which makes our spirits harsh. The Bible clearly says, “Let
your gentle spirit be known to all men. The Lord is near.”(v. 5) We
complain about not having enough money or time to do the things we
want, We get upset when we do not get the happiness from the
people or things we want. If we would simply change our thinking by
focusing on the things that truly matter, like salvation, heaven, and
eternal life, then our happiness levels would remain constant.

It is really a matter of how one thinks that determines one's
happiness. If you rely on God for everything, then you will certainly
have peace and always be happy, “Be anxious for nothing, but in
everything by prayer and supplicaticn with thanksgiving let your
requests be made known to God. And the peace of God, which
surpasses all comprehension, will guard your hearts and your minds in
Christ Jesus."(vwv. 6~7) If you really believe that Jesus is coming again
to give you your eternal home, you will always have peace, “If | go
and prepare a place for you, | will come again and receive you to
Myself, that where | am, there you may be also."(Jn. 14:3)

When you get up in the morning, do you think about your eternal
home? If you think about the temporal, you will always be angry, but if
you start thinking about the eternal, you will always rejoice. We are
living in terrible and troubled times. The crimes, injustices, and
competition for monetary gain are staggeringly high. How can we
honestly rejoice always? Paul said that we are to stop worrying, but
surely that is easier said than done: The key is having a thankful heart.
To have a thankful heart you need to think about godly things. So,
when your kids don’t listen, your husband or wife disrespects you,
your work disappointments you, or whatever daily strife comes your
waly, you can still rejoice if you look at things right.

My dear friend, a thankful heart looks up. The storms in life are
many, making many discard thanksgiving. We all go through times of
trouble, trouble, trouble, “These things | have spoken to you, so that
in Me you may have peace. In the world you have tribulation, but take
courage; | have overcome the world.”(Jn. 16:33) When the world
gives you trouble, stop blaming and complaining to God about why He
did this or why He allowed that. You have to look up and remember
Jesus. People from around the world have experienced or are
experiencing bad situations. The ones who keep their trust in God
appreciate His grace, which results in a thankful heart. Looking to the

Lord as your helper makes us thankful people. Can you remember to
look up to the Lord every day with thanksgiving?

My dear friend, a thankful heart looks around. We all are surrounded
by blessings. A thankful heart does not complain but proclaims the
greatness of our Holy God. A thankful heart sees the benefits of
God's love, "Bless the Lord, O my soul, and forget none of His
benefits; who pardons all your iniquities, who heals all your diseases;
who redeems your life from the pit, who crowns you with
lovingkindness and compassion; who satisfies your years with good
things, so that your youth is renewed like the eagle.”(Ps. 103:2~5)
Don't you think you need to start each day thankful for God’s many
benefits? The benefit of His love and grace, the benefit of His
salvation by faith, the benefit of prayer, the benefit of having a Bible,
and the benefit of His forgiveness are all avenues that you need to
seriously be thankful about. Did you wake-up this morning? Are any of
your five senses, hearing, seeing, smelling, touching, and tasting still
working? Come on and start appreciating! God's people have the
unique opportunity of not having to waorry about anything. We can go
to our Father in heaven anytime in prayer, and we can always expect
an answer. Can you remember to look around at the Lord's benefits
every day with thanksgiving?

My dear friend, a thankful heart looks ahead to the future. You need
to think about your eternal destination being heaven and not hell. Ged
keeps you and His peace guards your heart and mind. Come on, how
exciting is that? If you doubt it, then you will be afraid of what
tomorrow may bring, but faith welcomes the future with optimism
and expects the best because of living with God. 1John 3:2 reminds
us, "Beloved, now we are children of God, and it has not appeared as
yet what we will be. We know that when He appears, we will be like
Him, because we will see Him just as He is.” Do you believe that
some time in the future you will be like Jesus? If you do, then you are
the person who can always laugh and be happy. 1John 3:24 says,
“The one who keeps His commandments abides in Him, and He in
him. We know by this that He abides in us, by the Spirit whom He
has given us.” Does having the Holy Spirit dwell within your body
make you happy? Thanksgiving allows us to believe the best is yet to
come, not the worst. Can you remember to look forward to the Lord's
return and your future home every day with thanksgiving?

After hearing this sermon, is your mind in a place for thankful
thoughts? Are you ready to look up, around, and to the future today?
Everything is always well in the Lord. If you practice being thankful,
do you think it will frighten you or give you peace? Please ask God for
a heart that appreciates His blessings every moment, every second,
of today, tomorrow and forever. Let His peace bring you joy, and
rejoice in the Lord always. Amen. i
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