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| Sermon for Next Sunday ||

ARE YOU THE EXPECTED ONE?

“9And the disciples of John reported to him about all these things. And summoning two of his disciples, John
sent them to the Lord, saying, Are You the Expected One, or do we look for someone else? “And when the men
had come to Him, they said, John the Baptist has sent us to You, saying, ‘Are You the Expected One, or do we
look for someone else?’ - I say to you, among those born of women, there is no one greater than John; yet he
who is least in the kingdom of God is greater than he. (Luke 7:18~28)

an you believe that John the Baptist, while imprisoned, asked this
Cquestbon to Jesus? Why would this man, of all men, ask such a
question? Did someone hit him on the head causing him brain damage? Did
prison make him crazy? Did he change overnight into a hypocrite? What
was going on with John that would make him ask Jesus this question? His
disciples had just reported to him that Jesus raised a widow's dead son.
Right after hearing this miraculous news, he sent two of his disciples to the
Lord, saying, “Are You the Expected One, or do we look for someone
else?"(v.19) Coming from John, this really is a strange question.

From the womb, God chose John to prepare and witness the coming of
Jesus Christ. The angel Gabriel prophesied to his father, Zacharias, "For he
will be great in the sight of the Lord; and he will drink no wine or liquer, and
he will be filled with the Holy Spirit while yet in his mother's womb. And he
will turn many of the sons of Israel back to the Lord their God. It is he who
will go as a forerunner before Him in the spirit and power of Elijah, 'to turn
the hearts of the fathers back to the children, and the disobedient to the
attitude of the righteous, so as to make ready a people prepared for the
Lord'"(Lk. 1:15-17). How could such a man wonder if Jesus was the
Messiah?

From infancy to manhood, John grew and became strong in spirit,
growing up in the deserts “until the day of his public appearance to
Israel”(Lk. 1:80). His first sermon was, “Repent for the kingdom of heaven
is at hand”(Mt. 3:2). His ministry unified the Old Testament and the New
Testament, and prepared the way for Jesus' ministry. He was the one
crying out to the people because he wanted to share with them what he
knew and they did not. Luke 3:3&4 says, “And he came into all the district
around the Jordan, preaching a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness
of sins; as it is written in the book of the words of Isaiah the prophet, 'The
voice of one crying in the wilderness, make ready the way of the Lord,
make His paths straight.'” His job was to proclaim the Messiah's coming.
His preaching woke-up the Israelites to what was really happening. He
clearly showed them who the Messiah was. Given this situation, how is it
possible for him to ask Jesus this question?

John baptized Jesus in the Jordan. As soon as Jesus came up from the
water, John saw the Spirit of God descending as a dove and lighting on
Him(Mt. 3:16). He testified, “| have seen the Spirit descending as a dove
out of heaven, and He remained upon Him"(Jn. 1:32). John actually heard
God's voice from heaven saying, “This is My beloved Son, in whom | am
well pleased”(Mt. 3:17). When Jesus approached Him, he told the crowds
surrounding him, “Behold, the lamb of God who takes away the sin of the
world”{Jn. 1:29)! He even confessed, “| myself have seen, and have
testified that this is the Son of Ged”(Jn. 1:34). How could this man ask
Jesus if He was the Christ?

John told his disciples that Jesus "must increase, but | must
decrease” (Jn. 3:30). As Jesus increased and John decreased in prison, he
began to doubt. He looked at Jesus as the Messiah, but expected political
and economical results. As King of kings. Jesus was going to rise to glory,
but John's idea of glory centered on earthly riches. If Jesus were going to
be king, then surely he would be the prime minister, not a prisoner. His
disappointment and anger came about because of his limited knowledge of
a heavenly Messiah. In the presence of the two disciples John sent,
Jesus”cured many people of diseases and afflictions and evil spirits; and
He gave sight to many who were blind"(v. 21). These were things the Old

Testament predicted that the Messiah would do, and Jesus had done them
to reassure John of who He was. He told John's two disciples. “Go and
report to John what you have seen and heard; the blind receive sight, the
lame walk, the lepers are cleansed, and the deaf hear, the dead are raised
up, the poor have the gospel preached to them”(Lk. 7:22). Jesus also said,
“Blessed is he who does not take offense at Me"(Lk. 7:23). Whoever does
not doubt, He will bless.

Jesus knew John needed this truth. He was not the Messiah who would
overpower the Roman government or bring John earthly riches in this life.
He was the Messiah who would spiritually clean poor sinners, “Then the
eyes of the blind will be opened and the ears of the deaf will be unstopped.
Then the lame will leap like a deer, and the tongue of the mute will shout
for joy"(lsa. 35:5&6). This was Jesus’ ministry work! Isaiah further
described the Messiah's ministry, “The Spirit of the Lord God is upon me,
because the Lord has anointed me to bring good news to the afflicted; He
has sent me to bind up the brokenhearted, to proclaim liberty to captives
and freedom to prisioners; to proclaim the favorable year of the Lord and
the day of vengeance of our God; to comfort all who mourn”(Isa. 61:1&2).
The Messiah was coming to bring salvation. John 3:16&17 says, “For God
so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever
believes in Him shall not perish, but have eternal life. For God did not send
the Son into the world to judge the world, but that the world might be
saved through Him." Paul understood this truth, “and the grace of our Lord
was more than abundant, with the faith and love which are found in Christ
Jesus. It is a trustworthy statement, deserving full acceptance, that Christ
Jesus came into the world to save sinners, among whom | am foremost of
all"{1 Tim. 1:14&15).

As a Christian, you need to be careful. John saw and heard the truth of
Jesus Christ, but he needed to hear it again because of his own
expectations. 1 Corinthians 15:58 says, “Therefore, my beloved brethren,
be steadfast, immoveable, always abounding in the work of the Lord,
knowing that your toil is not in vain in the Lord.” Hebrews 10:38&39 also
says, “But My righteous one shall live by faith; and if he shrinks back, My
soul has no pleasure in him. But we are not of those who shrink back to
destruction, but of those who have faith to the preserving of the soul.”
John the Baptist believed in the Messiah, but he believed in his own
making of the Messiah. Please do not be proud that you think you know
Jesus. Please deny yourself and ask God to help you. "Blessed be the God
and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who according to His great mercy has
caused us to be born again to a living hope through the resurrection of
Jesus Christ from the dead, to obtain an inheritance which is imperishable
and undefiled and will not fade away, reserved in heaven for you"(1 Pet.
1:38&4).

Are you a Christian? It is a legitimate question considering we are worse
than John was. How can you trust who is a believer and who is not if John
has this question? Christians say they love Jesus, but they turn around and
do all sorts of bad things that contradict their faith. Do not be proud of
yourself, for you will fail. If you rely on yourself, you will start doubting, but
if you become dependent on Jesus Christ He will teach you everything. My
dear friend, “Grace and peace be multiplied to you in the knowledge of God
and of Jesus our Lord; seeing that His divine power has granted to us
everything pertaining to life and godliness, through the true knowledge of
Him who called us by His own glory and excellence”(2 Pet. 1:2&3). 4
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