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Your Pride

(Obadiah 1:3)

“The pride of your heart has deceived you, you who live in the clefts of the rocks and make your home

on the heights, you who say to yourself, *Who can bring me down to the ground?™”

lot of people don’t know that

pride is deceptive. Do you
know that your pride deceives you?
It’s true! Today, sitting in this
sanctuary, are many proud persons.
For those of you who think you
have no pride, I think you are the
most prideful of all people. Why?
Because those who think they are
humble are truly arrogant!
Sometimes you believe your
conscience doesn’t get deceived,
but there are lots of times when
your conscious deceives you. Look
at your Bible, “The arrogance of
your heart has deceived you, You
who live in the clefts of the rock, In
the loftiness of your dwelling place,
Who say in your heart, “Who will
bring me down to earth?™ (v. 3).
The Edomites, descendants of Esau,
Jacob’s twin, were prideful people.
God addressed these words
concerning them because they were
deceived. Their arrogance deceived
them in many different ways. By
reflecting on the doom,
denunciation, and destruction they
encountered by God because of
their prideful hearts, perhaps you
can gain valuable insight into your
pride.

The Edomites took great pride in
their high living position. Because
others respected the towering,
mountainous walls that surrounded
their homes, they thought
themselves to be held in honor. But
they thought wrong! Obadiah tells
us that they were “greatly despised™
(v. 2). People hated them because
they thought much of themselves
and little of others. They incorrectly
measured themselves above others.
The Bible tells us. “by your
standards of measure, it will be
measured to you™ (M. 7:2). Do you
ignore or think less of other people?
It you do, you are deceiving
yourself. Pride judges others
wrongly and deceives your mind.

Don’t insult other people by looking
down at them.

The Edomites took great pride in
the safety and security of their
dwelling place. It’s easy to become
comfortable with a nice house, kind
spouse, good health, pleasant
family, fulfilling job, and deceive

was from the chief settlement of
Edom, called Teman. The Lord
God said of the Edomites, “There is
no understanding in him™ (v. 7). Are
you proud of your wisdom? If you
don’t know God, you know
nothing! You may have college
degrees, lots of friends, and money,

Your pride holds God in contempt.
The Edomites’ pride led to
their total destruction. Seek your Savior,
Jesus Christ, and not pride.
Hate pride, deny self, and respect Jesus.
He is the truth, way and life.
The pride of Esau came down to ruins:
the pride of Jacob rose above
to the Lord God. You have to shrink yourself,
and expand Jesus inside

to eliminate your pride. When your pride

goes down, your cross goes up!

yourself. The Edomites thought,
“Who will bring me down to
earth?” (v. 3). The Lord God
declared, “From there I will bring
you down” (v. 4)! The Edomites
thoughts all was well, when in truth
all was not well, doom was to befall
them. You may find yourself
thinking that because all is well on
the outside, all is well. My dear
friends, no one is promised
tomorrow. Life can change at a
moment’s notice. Security isn't
found in your earthly
family/friends, home, or
employment. Real security comes
from your faith in the Lord God.
The Edomites took great pride in
their  wisdom. They had
understanding and wise men (see v.
8). One of Job’s friends, Eliphaz,

and you can deceive yourself into
thinking that these elements are
reliable, but if you don’t have
God—you don’t have zilch! If you
trust in anything or anyone other
than the Lord God, you will be
greatly disappointed. The Edomites
relied on their alliances, and their
alliances turned against them, “All
the men allied with you will send
you forth to the border, And the
men at peace with you will deceive
you and overpower you. They who
eat your bread will set an ambush
for you” (v. 7).

Your pride darkens your eyes. It
is the wrong foundation to build
anything on. Each prideful episode
you start opens the doors for deceit
to enter. When your pride
interferes, you are not what you

think you are, you are blind. You
must remember that Haughty
people are deceived people. If you
spiritually think of righteousness,
you will be so satisfied. If you
think of righteousness in terms of
worldly standards, you will be self-
righteous. As a Christian, you are
not self-righteous, not can you be
self-sufficient. Self must die, so that
Christ may reign within the human
heart. Without the indwelling of the
Spirit of God. pride will destroy
you.

Your pride will lead you into
evil ways. The pride of the
Edomites led them to violence,
unbrotherliness, aloofness, and
aggressiveness (see vv. 10,14).
They rejoiced over the misfortunes
that befell Jerusalem's enemy.
Haughty people have hearts like
stone. There is no love, and no
sacrifice within them. They defile
the holy (v. 16). Actually, prideful
people invite the enemy into their
hearts. They become as one with
the devil. Their minds become
cold. their eyes become blind, and
their ears can no longer take in the
things of God. They lose
everything. Their pride results in
their downfall. They can’t avoid
God’s judgment, “Because just as
you drank on My holy mountain,
All the nations will drink
continually. They will drink and
swallow and become as if they had
never existed. But on Mount Zion
there will be those who escape, And
it will be holy. And the house of
Jacob  will possess their
possessions” (vv. 16 & 17).

Your pride holds God in
contempt. The Edomites’ pride led
to their total destruction. Seek your
Savior, Jesus Christ, and not pride.
Hate pride, deny self, and respect
Jesus. He is the truth, way and life.
The pride of Esau came down to
ruins: the pride of Jacob rose above
to the Lord God. You have to shrink
yourself, and expand Jesus inside to
eliminate your pride. When your
pride goes down, your cross goes

up!
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