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| Sermon for Next Sunday

“TAKE A LOOK AT THE FOUNDATION"

“Now when the people saw that Moses delayed fo come down from the mountain, the people assembled about
Aaron, and said to him, “Come, make us a god who will go before us; as for this Moses, the man who brought us
up from the land of Egypt, we do not know what has become of him.” - *“They have quickly turned aside from

the way which I commanded them. They have made for themselves a molten calf, and have worshiped it, and

have sacrificed to it, and said, “This is your god, O Israel, who brought you up from the land of Egypt!” “And

the LORD said to Moses, “I have seen this people, and behold, they are an obstinate people.” (Exodus 32:1-9)

mazing grace was upon the Israelites as God took them out of

Egypt. Everyday He fed, clothed, and guided them toward the
Promised Land. He called Moses to the top of Mt. Sinai to give him
the commandments He wrote for their edification (Ex. 31:18). It
was a sign of His love, showing His desire to teach them His ways.
When we look at Israel’s faith, we see some problems with their
foundation. Faith encompasses both spiritual and physical matters,
Its foundation depends upon human attitude. If you perceive that
physical things from Ged, like money, fame, and health, strengthen
your faith, then there is something wrong with your foundation.

Moses went to the top of Mt. Sinai to meet God. He was gone
only forty days. His heart yearned to bring God's people His waord.
They had experienced firsthand God's ten different miracles in
Egypt, and His miraculous wonders of separating the Red Sea,
sending manna from heaven, pouring water from rocks, and
presenting Himself as a pillar of cloud by day and pillar of fire by
night. They heard God's call to Moses, and were frightened of His
glory surrounding Mt. Sinai (Ex. 19:16-20). However, their
foundation of faith quickly crumbled as they waited for Moses’
return. If God makes you wait or even chooses not to give you
something, does your faith fall apart? If you get sick or if the earthly
things given you do not meet your requirements, how lasting is the
foundation of your faith?

When Moses went up to meet God, Israel was without a leader.
As time passed, the people became scared and angry, like a small
child left for a time without his or her mother. Surrounded by thick
clouds of God'’s glory, they waited for Moses, but his absence
caused them to start wondering whether he might have died.
Strangely, when people gather their thoughts together, they come
up with some fascinating ideas. Of course, to God they are stupid
ideas. When people are without a spiritual leader, their thoughts
and ideas are always ungodly. They may sound good and even look
good, but they are not good. Nothing good can come about without
God. The Bible clearly tells us that apart from Jesus Christ no one
can bear fruit (Jn. 15:5).

Israel gathered and began thinking about what was going on with
Moses. They thought it best to make a new leader. Therefore, they
made a calf out of gold (w. 2-4), and decided to worship the calf
and the Lord at the same time (vv. 6-6). They wanted comfort,
security, and spiritual assurance. They tried to mix and match the
physical and the spiritual through their own way of thinking. They

did not rely on God's direction or word. As such, they ended up
trying to make holy things with unholy things, similar to today's
seminaries and churches, God's ways are not our ways, so without
His input, the best human thoughts and the richest human ideas
are all folly.

My dear friend, please simply come back to the word of God.
Wait until God leads you. He has given you Jesus Christ, the Bible,
and sent you His Holy Spirit. You are completely and perfectly safe
and secure. Often times human eyes do not see or human desires
do not feel the presence of God. In such times, do not look for
beautiful earthly things, like the Israelites and their gold, which they
made into a calf. They took pride in their efforts and felt they were
successful. They partied and worshipped over their temple (v. 6),
which they thought was godly but in reality was sinful. They sinned
against God, and their punishment was great (32:33, 35).

God looks at your foundation. He told Moses, ”Go down at once,
for your people, whom you brought up from the land of Egypt, have
corrupted themselves. They have quickly turned aside from the
way that | commanded them. They had made for themselves a
molten calf, and have worshiped it and have sacrificed to it and
said, ‘This is your god, O Israel, who brought you up from the land
of Egypt’ (vv. 7-8). Israel had left God, thinking everything they
were doing was okay. The Lord God said to Moses, “I have seen
this people, and behold, they are an obstinate people”(v. 9). God
sees your foundation. You cannot hide it from Him. You may fool
me, and even your family and friends, but you cannot fool God. He
is looking at your foundation.

All humans want to believe in themselves, not God. They want to
make their own things, even their own God. They are selfish and
sinful creatures who desire evil things. 1 Corinthians 3:10-13 says,
"According to the grace of God which was given to me, like a wise
master builder | laid a foundation, and another is building on it. But
each man must be careful how he builds on it. For no man can lay a
foundation other than the one which is laid, which is Jesus Christ.
Nowv if any man builds on the foundation with gold, silver, precious
stones, wood, hay, straw, each man's work will become evident;
for the day will show it because it is to be revealed with fire, and
the fire itself will test the quality of each man's work,” What kind of
foundation does your faith rest upon? Please build on the truth of
God, pray while guided by the Spirit of God, and wait with an
eternal perspective (Jude 20). Amen. 4
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