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There were a variety of cookies in a supermarket at the entrance of a
prayer retreat center where I decided to fast and pray for one week in my
early twenties. When I went up to the prayer retreat center, I didn't feel
that tempted because it was not long before I had eaten food, but as my
hunger gradually began to set in, I was absorbed in the image of cookies
from the supermarket even when I prayed or read the Bible. Eventually,
after I ran down from the prayer retreat center, buying and eating cook-
ies, I came home with a bitter feeling that I failed in fasting. Today we are
more materially affluent than in any other period, however, humans are
feeble beings who do not know how to behave if not filled with one of the
fundamental needs, appetite. If so, what about Jesus, who was a perfect
God and a perfect human being, having the same personality as ours, and
feeling hungry like us? I would like to examine the particular meaning of
salvation history contained in the temptation of the devil that came to

Jesus and in the appearance of Jesus who won the temptation.

The three temptations of Jesus

Just when Jesus was most weakened in body and spirit because he fast-
ed for forty days in the uneasy, uncomfortable, and unsatisfactory wil-
derness, a devil came to Jesus. "The devil said to him, “If you are the Son
of God, command this stone to become bread.”(v.3)" Astonishingly, the
devil attacked the weakest part of Jesus who had starved for forty days,
and the temptation was greatly powerful to Jesus, who could make a stone
a bread. Moreover, despite the devil knew who Jesus was, it provoked Je-
sus saying "If you are the Son of God,". This is an appearance of the devil
that tries to attack like a roaring lion and knock down like a sly fox. "And
Jesus answered him, “It is written, ‘Man shall not live by bread alone.(v.4)”
Jesus answered by quoting Deuteronomy 8:3. The reason that God tested
the Israelites in the wilderness was to let them know what humans live by.
The word 'Man shall not live by bread alone. does not mean that bread is
not necessary for humans but that there are much more important things
than eating, wearing, and sleeping. It is the very living by keeping the
word of God. While the Israelites wandered in the wilderness for 40
years, God allowed them manna and quail, their clothing not worn out
on them, and their feet not swollen. I hope you believe that holding the
word of God who provides, protects and leads is the most important in

your life.

"And the devil took him up and showed him all the kingdoms of the
world in a moment of time(Luke 4:5)" As soon as the first test ended, the
devil tested Jesus "again”. That's why saints continue spiritual fights for all
their lives while living in this world. The devil who took Jesus up and
showed him all the kingdoms of the world suggests he will give the au-
thority and glory of all the kingdoms to Jesus. "If you, then, will worship
me, it will all be yours.”(Luke 4:7) The price was only to bow down once
before the devil. And Jesus answered him, “It is written,“You shall wor-
ship the Lord your God, and him only shall you serve.” Jesus answered by
quoting Deuteronomy 6:13 that the one who will be served and wor-
shipped is only the Lord. In chapter 6, Deuteronomy, Moses exhorted
the Israelites before entering the land of Canaan not to fall into the
temptation of Baal who was the God of rain, fertility, and agriculture as
well as a representative God of Canaan but to worship only Jehovah God.
Therefore, Jesus' word that quoted this means that 'even though you give
me all the kingdoms of the world, I will never bow down to you, and I will
worship only Jehovah God' The temptations of the devil, which seem

Sermon in English Translation

Wwinning from Failing

(Luke 4:1-4)

Rev. Dong Jin Park

immediate, easy, and full of affluent results, are all false. I hope you re-

member the truth that there is no glory without the cross.

Tenaciously, "And the devil took Jesus up(v.9)" and set him on the pin-
nacle of the temple and tempted him again. If Jesus throws himself down
from the temple where many people come and go and angels bear him
up on their hands, it can be the best performance that lets the beginning
of Jesus' public life known. Cunningly, the devil tempted Jesus by quoting
Psalms 91:11-12 which says 'God will command his angels lest the righ-
teous will strike their feet against a stone' "And Jesus answered him, “It is
said, ‘You shall not put the Lord your God to the test/(Luke 4:12)” Jesus
defeated Satan by the word of Deuteronomy 6:16. "and take the helmet of
salvation, and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God,(Eph
6:17)" That's because the word is the most powerful weapon that can sub-
due the devil and the only instrument that can totally destroy the domain
of darkness.

Jesus who led failure to success

The text contains the great meaning of the history of salvation that Je-
sus restored the history broken by the disobedience of the Israelites in
the Old Testament period. First, examining on the basis of the connec-
tion point between the Israelites that passed through the wilderness and
Jesus, the Israelites and Jesus were all called 'my son' by God, and as if the
Israelites entered the wilderness by crossing over the Red Sea, Jesus was
baptized by the Jordan River and entered the wilderness, and the Israel-
ites for 40 years in the wilderness and Jesus fasted in the wilderness for
40 years. Though the Israelites only disobeyed the tests( complaints
about food, the worship of a golden calf, and the test about God's pres-
ence), Jesus won the three temptations by obedience. The temptations Je-
sus received are also connected to Adam, Due to Adam who was tempted
by a devil and disobeyed God, the world turned from paradise to wilder-
ness. Jesus came to the world through Adam's lineage (Luke 3), and be-
came himself a signal flare of restoration. He fulfilled a victory by obedi-
ence at the place where Adam disobeyed. Mark writes about the
temptations Jesus received that he was with the wild animals, and the an-
gels were ministering to him(Luke 3). "The wolf shall dwell with the lamb,
and the leopard shall lie down with the young goat, and the calf and the
lion and the fattened calf together; and a little child shall lead them. The
cow and the bear shall graze; their young shall lie down together; and the
lion shall eat straw like the ox. The nursing child shall play over the hole
of the cobra, and the weaned child shall put his hand on the adder's den.
(Is 11:6-8)" This is the feature of the nation that Messiah shall rule and the
field where the paradise lost is turned into the paradise regained, which
Isaiah prophesied. Paradise and power, restoration and salvation are only
in Jesus Christ. This is what Jesus Christ restored by obedience. I bless in
the name of Jesus that you will win victory with the power of the word in

Jesus.
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