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| Sermon for Next Sunday ||

THE LIFE OF BORN-AGAIN CHRISTIANS

® But now you also, put them all aside: anger, wrath, malice, slander, and abusive speech from
your mouth. - " Let the word of Christ richly dwell within you, with all wisdom teaching and
admonishing one another with psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing with thankfulness in
your hearts to God. "” And whatever you do in word or deed, [do] all in the name of the Lord Jesus,
giving thanks through Him to God the Father. (Colossians 3:8-17)

ho are born-again Christians? Galatians 2:20 says, "I have been

crucified with Christ; and it is no longer | who live, but Christ
lives in me; and the life which | now live in the flesh | live by faith in
the Son of Ged, who loved me and gave Himself up for me.” This
Bible verse is Paul’s testimonial definition of a born-again Christian. He
also bears witness to the purpose of being born again, “knowing this,
that our old self was crucified with Him, in order that our body of sin
might be done away with, so that we would no longer be slaves to
sin” (Rom. 6:6). Born-again Christians are pecple who no longer have
an old-fashioned earthly life controlled by sin, but a brand-new
heavenly life controlled by Jesus. If you happen to be one, what is
different about you now from before? What is your new life all about?

The life of born-again Christians is about laying aside old actions, like
anger, wrath, malice, slander, abusive speech, and lying {vv. 8&9).
Ephesians 4:22 says that believers in Jesus Christ “lay aside the old
self, which is being corrupted in accordance with the lusts of deceit.”
The writer of Hebrews emphasizes that God's children “lay aside
every encumbrance and the sin which so easily entangles” them
(Heb. 12:1). In essence, the life of born-again Christians has a lot to do
with the laying aside of evil practices. Getting rid of the bad things
makes room for good things. Are you taking off your dirty and filthy old
self?

The life of born-again Christians involves putting on a new self “who
is being renewed to a true knowledge according to the image of the
One who created him a renewal in which there is not distinction
between Greek and Jew, circumcised and uncircumcised, barbarian,
Scythian, slave and freeman, but Christ is all, and in all”(wv. 10&11).
God's holy and beloved children “put on a heart of compassion,
kindness, humility, gentleness and patience; bearing with on another,
and forgiving each other, whoever has a complaint against anyone; just
as the Lord forgave you, so also should you"(vv. 12&13). Born-again
Christians put on new things, especially the garment of love, “"Beyond
all these things put on love, which is the perfect bond of unity”(v. 14).
True believers put off the old and put on the new so that they can
“walk in newness of life”(Rom. 6:4). Are you putting on your clean
and fresh new self? .

The life of born-again Christians concerns seeking godly things.
Colossians 3:1 says, "Therefore if you have been raised up with
Christ, keep seeking the things above, where Christ is, seated at the
right hand of God.” Abraham “was looking for the city which has
foundations, whose architect and builder is God"(Heb. 11:10).
Although he died in faith, not receiving the promises, while he was
alive he always sought after them. Born-again Christians look for God's
makings and workings, not earthly things like fame and fortune or
recognition and respect. They are always seeking heavenly treasures.
Are you looking for the things above?

Born-again Christian life regards the peace of Christ, which rules

every circumstance, “Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, to
which indeed you were called in one body; and be thankful”(v. 15). Are
you really a born-again Christian? Right now, do you have peace in
your heart? If you do not know that is trouble. Jesus said, “Peace |
leave with you; My peace | give to you; not as the world gives do |
give to you. Do not let your hearts be troubled, nor let if be fearful”(Jn,
14:27). The presence of Christ brings the peace of Ged. Philippians 4:7
says, “And the peace of God; which surpasses all comprehension, will
guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.” God's people have
peace within their hearts, and they share it with others. Does the
peace of Christ fill your heart?

The life of born-again Christians is about worship, “Let the word of
Christ richly dwell within you, with all wisdom teaching and
admonishing one another with psalms and hymns and spiritual songs,
singing with thankfulness in your heart to God"(v. 16). Singing,
praising, and “always giving thanks for all things in the name of our
Lord Jesus Christ to God, even the Father” is worship (Eph. 5:20). Do
not fight with God or others because of pride. After Paul and Silas
were beaten and imprisoned, they prayed and sang hymns of praise to
God (Acts 16:25). No matter what the situation or envirenment, born-
again Christians sing and worship to the Lord God. Can you worship
the Lord God in every circumstance?

The life of born-again Christians involves power. God gave Jesus “all
authority in heaven and on earth”(Mt. 28:18), and Jesus gives born-
again Christians power through His Holy Spirit (Acts 1:8). Before Peter
received the Holy Spirit, he was a coward who denied Christ. After he
received the Holy Spirit, he stood in front of all Jerusalem proclaiming
Christ (Acts 2:14). Jesus empowers believers, so that they can glorify
and serve God to the fullest, Have you received the power of the Holy
Spirit?

Born-again Christians live a life of victory. Jesus told John, | am the
first and the last, and the living One; and | was dead, and behold, | am
alive forevermore, and | have the keys of death and of Hades"(Rev.
1:17-18). God gives born-again Christians the victory through their Lord
Jesus Christ (1 Cor. 16:57). John tells us, “For whatever is born of God
overcomes the world; and this is the victory that has overcome the
world-our faith"(1 Jn. 5:4). Romans 8:37 says, “But in all these things
we overwhelmingly conquer through Him who loved us.” Born-again
Christians have an exciting, eternal, and triumphant life. Is your life a
life of victory?

2 Corinthians 5:17 says, “Therefore if anyone is in Christ, he is a
new creature; the old things passed away; behold, new things have
come.” Have God's new things come to you? If you deny yourself,
take your cross, and follow Jesus, you will receive all these new and
heavenly things. God wants to give you a new self, new nature, so
that you can glorify Him and serve righteousness. His amazing grace
changes any human sinner into a born-again Christian. Amen. W
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