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REMEMBER THE DIFFERENCE

Therefore remember, that formerly you, the Gentiles in the flesh, who are called “Uncircumcision”
by the so-called “Circumcision,” [which is] performed in the flesh by human hands "*[remember] that
you were at that time separate from Christ, excluded from the commonwealth of Israel, and strangers

to the covenants of promise, having no hope and without God in the world.(Ephesians 2:11&12)
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| Sermon for Next Sunday |

ast Sunday we celebrated Pentecost in remembrance of the Holy

Spirit forming the Christian church by coming and living in
Christian hearts. His arrival started a new way of life for believers that
cannot even compare to the former life. Many Christians fail to
appreciate the vast difference because they forget how far away
they were from God before they came to faith. Today's Bible verses
begin by asking us to remember the disparity between our past and
our current position in the body of Christ, so that we can value with
gratitude God's amazing grace.

Before Christ, we were Gentiles in the flesh, called
“Uncircumcision” by the sc-called “Circumcision”(v. 11). The
*Circumcision” people were Jews, called by God to be His children
(see Dt. 10:12-11:32). They lived under God’s covenant, and we did
not. God spoke to Abraham and his descendants, not us. As such,
the Jewish nation was a barricade between God and us. Jesus told
the Samaritan woman, “You worship what you do not know; we
worship what we know, for salvation is from the Jews"(Jn. 4:22).
God choose the Jewish nation to glorify and proclaim His name, but
they failed to follow His ways. Their mission to teach us about God
(because we had no other access to Him but through them) was
unsuccessful, and their discbedience led to a new covenant that
erased all prior laws and restrictions. God eliminated the small
surgery of circumcision required to bring Israel into His fold through
the death of Jesus on the cross. Jesus Christ's death and
resurrection established the new and only way to become God's
child.

Before faith, we were separate from Christ. We were really, really
far from God. After becoming a believer, God blessed us with “every
spiritual blessing in the heavenly places in Christ” (Eph. 1:3). When
we did not have Jesus, we walked according to the ways of this
world, according to the prince of the power of the air, of the spirit
that is now working in the sons of disobedience (see Eph. 2:2). By
nature, we were children of wrath, living in the lusts of our flesh,
indulging the desires of the flesh and of the mind. Now, knowing
Jesus, nothing can separate us from Him. Tribulation, distress,
persecution, famine, nakedness, peril, or sword cannot disconnect us
from the love of Jesus (see Rm. 8:35). We overwhelmingly conguer
all things through the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord.

Before Christ, we were excluded from the commonwealth of
Israel. Israel, as God's children, received His blessing and protection.
They lived under His covenant, which gave them everything they
needed. God provided Moses, Elijah, David, and all the prophets for
their benefit. Psalm 147:19-20 says, “He declares His words to
Jacob, His statutes and His ordinances to Israel. He has not dealt
thus with any nation; and as for His ordinances, they have not know
them. Praise the Lord!" God gave Israel special treatment. Amos 3:2

says, “You only have | chosen among all the families of the earth;
therefore | will punish you for all your iniquities.” God displays great
care and love for His children. After we came to Christ, we became
included in the commonwealth of God's children. Moreover, we
received His Holy Spirit to guide and direct us in all things.

Before faith, we were strangers to God's covenant. We did not
have a true friend, or God's promise. Israel was a friend to Jehovah.
They had great privileges and blessings. They were God’s children
and He was their Father God. Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, Moses, and
David were God's friends. Psalm 25:14 says, “The secret of the Lord
is for those who fear Him, and He will make them know His
covenant.” The Jewish people broke their covenant with God.
Matthew 23:15 tells us, “Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees,
hypaocrites, because you travel around on sea and land to make one
proselyte; and when he becomes one, you make him twice as much
a son of hell as yourselves.” After faith, we must not disobey God
and become like the Israelites, but must faithfully acknowledge His
grace and love.

Before Christ, we had no hope. If you become a Christian, you
receive God's promise. If you do not become a Christian, then you
have no promise or hope because you do not know the way of
salvation. "I pray that the eyes of your heart may be enlightened, so
that you will know what is the hepe of His calling, what are the riches
of the glory of His inheritance in the saints”(Eph. 1:18). Christians
have spiritual insight, and unbelievers are blinded by the darkness of
the world, lost in sin.

Before faith, we were without God in the world. We did not have
any knowledge of God, thus we were without holiness and
righteousness. We were without peace, joy, and salvation. The only
thing we had were the gods of money and vanity. Our lords were the
lust of material things and the greed for selfish desires (see 1 Cor.
8:5). Now that we have Jesus, we know how to live differently. We
are holy and blameless before God, “He predestined us to adoption
as sons through Jesus Christ to Himself, according to the kind
intention of His will"(Eph. 1:4-5).

My dear friends, | hope you can see the difference between your
past position and present position. You should be able to see how
terrible you were, and truly appreciate God's wonderful grace in
Jesus Christ and wonderful gift of the Holy Spirit. | hope you are a
true believer, counted as one of God's children, Please deny yourself,
take your cross, and follow Jesus through the Holy Spirit. You will
receive eternal spiritual blessings of hope, joy, peace, righteousness,
and salvation. You are so blessed! If you really understand the
difference, please stop complaining and grumbling over temporary
circumstances, repent and appreciate your position as a child of
God. 4
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