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Sermon for Next Sunday

NOW THE SUN ROSE UPON HIM

“... 6480 Jacob named the place Peniel, for [he said,] “I have seen God face to face, yet my life has

been preserved.” *"Now the sun rose upon him just as he crossed over Penuel, and he was limping on
his thigh.” (Genesis 32:22-31)

acob's life, as he crossed Penuel, was full of darkness. As he sat
Jaione, in the night, by the ford of the Jabbok River, he knew that on
the other side his twin brother, Esau, awaited to murder him, and
perhaps his whole household. Esau was Jacob's worst enemy, and he
had waited a long time to kill Jacob. Then, too, at his back was his
father-in-law, Laban, his oppressor for some twenty years. Indeed,
Jacob's past was causing a troubled future. The worst part of it all was
that Jacob, whose name means "deceiver,” was the sole cause for all
of his problems. He was a rich, prosperous man, but he had obtained all
that he had through treachery and lies. His focus on the things of this
earth had forced him to make one deceitful choice after another. Thus,
he had made enemies of his family and neighbors, and now nobody was
there to help him. The situation at hand was the price he had to pay for
his wrang doings.

Now, Jacob was in trouble because he chose to do things his way. He
deceived his brother out of his birthright, and stole God's blessing, also
intended for Esau, from his father. Remember when his famished
brother came in from the field, he bartered his tasty stew for his
birthright, instead of just giving it to him (see Gn. 25:29-34). Later, we
see Jacob's deceitfulness again, when his father was ready to give his
sole blessing to his first son, Jacob lied to his father and pretended to be
Esau (see Gn. 27:4-29). Understandably, these actions caused Esau to
bear a grudge against Jacob, "The days of mourning for my father are
near; then | will kill my brother Jacob”(Gn. 27:41). In addition, Jacob
deceived his father-in-law, Laban, when he took off with his family and
livestock without telling him. Every problem Jacob encountered was the
result of his own daoing.

Now, alone in the dark, with danger pressing ever closer, Jacob
reached his lowest point. His vengeful brother with his 400 men was in
front of him, and his unfriendly father-in-law was behind him. He was
stuck between a rock and a hard place. No matter how he looked at it,
he knew that it was an extremely difficult situation. Finally, in his
hopelessness, he started praying and then wrestling all night with God
(see Gn. 32:9-12; 24). Obviously, no competition in wrestling with God,
Jacob's socket of his thigh breaks. He is weak, tired, and his physical
body has no power. His inside and outside environment are painful and
shameful, yet he strives for God's blessing, “| will not let you go unless
you bless me”(v. 26). In complete despair, he prays, cries, and pleads for
Ged to save him. He does not trust himself or any outside source other
than the Lord. The Lord finally asks him, "What is your name?"

Now, face to face with God, Jacob knows that his life has amounted
to nothing good, that his possessions are meaningless. He is humbled
and repentant. He tells God plainly that he is a deceiver named Jacob.
He confesses that he is nothing but a liar and a sinner. In his
brokenness, we see the incredible grace of God. At Jacob's confession,
God tells Jacob not to call himself that anymore, “Your name shall no

longer be Jacob, but Israel; for you have striven with God and with men
and have prevailed”(v. 28). God not only takes away his shame, but
gives him the blessing of being called Israel, which means “son of
God." In confessing his sin, Jacob made peace with God, which means
he made peace with his bloody brother. Romans 5:1 says, “Therefore,
having been justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord
Jesus Christ,” and 1 Thessalonians 5:13 says, “Live in peace with one
another.” God's wonderful peace gives us the ability to love others, and
be at peace with them. Esau ran to meet Jacob and "embraced him,
and fell on his neck and kissed him, and they wept”(Gn. 33:4). Only God
can make that happen! Indeed, those who walk in dependence on God
walk by His Spirit in love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness,
faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control (see Gal. 5:22-23).

“Now the sun rose upon him just as he crossed over Penuel, and he
was limping on his thigh”{v. 31). Jacob named the place where he saw
God face to face, and still lived, Peniel. He walked forward with new life.
A brand new sun rose on his life. He received the forgiveness of sins.
His new progress made him head for Bethel, a new place. He gave all
his earthly material blessings to his brother because they no longer
were important for him. He became generous, understanding that
earthly possessions held no lasting value. Now, his life was a giving life.
His life gave peace to all the other nations. Just as God blessed
Abraham, now Jacob's life became Israel’s life, proclaiming God'’s
gospel.

Now, my dear friend, | hope the sun has risen upon your life. | hope
that all the members of Choong Hyun have received new life. As today
is an anniversary Sunday for the reformed church, let us remember how
very much we need God's grace, mercy, and forgiveness. For 1600
years, before Martin Luther’s message, Christians were led astray, living
their lives according to worldly ways. They focused on acquiring earthly
possessions and gaining respect from the world. The cross and its
message were tarnished. Aren't we the same way today? We need His
sunbeam to shine on us. We need to repent and make peace with God
and with one another. Jesus calls to you, "Follow Me, and | will make
you fishers of men”(Mt. 4:19). God is telling this Choong Hyun Church,
“The harvest is plentiful, but the workers are few. Therefore beseech
the Lord of the harvest to send out workers into His harvest”(Mt. 9:37-
38). We must truly start praying to the Lord to receive forgiveness, and
start new lives. Psalm 118:105 tells us, "Your word is & lamp to my feet
and a light to my path.” Let us not follow the world's way, but go His
way. "By faith Jacob, as he was dying, blessed each of the sons of
Joseph, and worshiped, leaning on the top of his staff”(Heb. 11:21). Not
only was Jacob able to bless all twelve of his sons, but also his
grandsons. When the sun rose upon him, he shined on other people.
Now may the sun rise upon us and let us start new lives. Amen.
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