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| Sermon for Next Sunday |

THE FATHER AND HIS SON

“Therefore He came again to Cana of Galilee where He had made the water wine. And there was a royal
official whose son was sick at Capernaum. “"When he heard that Jesus had come out of Judea into Galilee,
he went to Him and was imploring Him to come down and heal his son; for he was at the point of death.
« $280 he inquired of them the hour when he began to get better. Then they said to him, “Yesterday at the
seventh hour the fever left him.” “?So the father knew that it was at that hour in which Jesus said to him,
“Your son lives”’; and he himself believed and his whole household. (John 4:46~53)

n today’s Bible passage a loving father seeks help from Jesus for his

sick son. This wise man knew where to go when his child was in
desperate need. The Bible does not mention the man’s name, but it
does tell of his residency and occupation. He lived in Capernaum and
worked as a royal official{Jn. 4:46). Royal officials were rich and
powerful. This father could afford the best doctors, treatments, and
medicine available for his son. He realized the dangerous extent of his
son's sickness. He knew no one could save his son's life but Jesus.
When he heard that Jesus had come out of Judea into the town of
Cana in Galilee, he left his home in Capernaum and journeyed roughly
twenty miles to Cana to find Jesus. Once there, he desperately
begged Jesus to please come to his home and heal his son who was
at the point of death. Let's carefully look at the ministry story between
Jesus and this noble father.

The noble father found Jesus. This man could have set off to find
some new kind of remedy or physician, but instead he sought after
Jesus. He chose Jesus. He heard about Jesus through others. Jesus'
reputation for miracles, like changing the water to wine in Cana and
healing the sick was well known. The noble man placed his hope in
Jesus, “When he heard that Jesus had come out of Judea into
Galilee, he went to Him and was imploring Him to come down and
heal his son; for he was at the point of death”(Jn. 4:47). If your child
was deathly ill and you were intelligent, wealthy, and knowledgeable
about medical conditions, where would you go for help? Most people
would go to a human doctor, but this rich man travelled to Cana to ask
Jesus for help. His heart knew that only Jesus had the resources to
save his son. Do you have that kind of faith? Psalm 31:24 reminds us,
“Be strong and let your heart take courage, all you who hope in the
Lord.” If you are really looking for Jesus, He will meet you wherever
you are at. Psalm 33:18~19 say, "Behold, the eye of the Lord is on
those who fear Him, on those who hope for His lovingkindness, to
deliver their soul from death and to keep them alive in famine.” This
royal official was definitely not just an ordinary Jew, he had faith in
Jesus Christ. If you have faith, then you will call on the Lord Jesus.
The Lord says, "Call to Me and | will answer you, and | will tell you
great and mighty things, which you do not know"(Jer. 33:3).

The noble father knew his own power wasn’t enough to help his
son. There are times in this life when earthly titles, power, and money
are inadequate. The noble father said to Jesus, “Sir, come down
before my child dies"(Jn. 4:49). With humbleness, honesty, and
desperation the noble father requested Jesus to save his son. In his
heart he knew that only Jesus could save his son’s life. He believed in
Jesus. His position, wealth, knowledge, friends, and family could not
help his son. He knew there wasn't a doctor or a medicine that could
help, only Jesus. Jesus was his only hope. For his son, he travelled to
a distant land, kneeled down and begged Jesus. Matthew 7:7~8 say,

“Ask, and it will be given to you; seek, and you will find; knock, and it
will be opened to you. For everyone who asks receives, and he who
seeks finds, and to him who knocks it will be opened.” The Lord also
says, "You will seek Me and find Me when you search for Me with all
your heart”(Jer. 29:13). The noble man didn't know that distance
wasn't a problem for Jesus. He thought Jesus needed to come to his
house and touch his son. He learned that the Lord's word is sufficient.

The noble father believed what Jesus said to him, "Go; your son
lives. The man believed the word that Jesus spoke to him and started
off"(Jn. 4:50). A person without faith could not have believed. The
noble man started with faith and continued in faith. He walked home
in excitement. He believed and obeyed. Each step he took toward
Capernaum was a step of faith. Faith requires obedience to the Lord.
You have to quench your desires and doubts. The noble father's faith
was rewarded. His son was healed the moment that Jesus
announced it, “As he was now going down, his slaves met him,
saying that his son was living. So he inquired of them the hour when
he began to get better. Then they said to him, 'Yesterday at the
seventh hour the fever left him." So the father knew that it was at that
hour in which Jesus said to him, "Your son lives-"(Jn. 4:51~563).
Jesus, unlike anyone or anything else, saved the noble man’s son,
“With people this is impossible, but with God all things are
possible” (Mt. 19:26).

The noble father became a wonderful witness, “+--he himself
believed and his whole household”(Jn. 4:53). When this noble man
finally made it home, he told everyone about Jesus. His whole
household believed, "Therefore He is able also to save forever those
who draw near to God through Him, since He always lives to make
intercession for them”(Heb. 7:25). Amen. This noble man preached
Jesus Christ, "Let your light shine before men in such a way that they
may see your good works, and glorify your Father who is in
heaven”(Mt. 5:16). Jesus once made well a demon possessed man
and told him, “Return to your house and deseribe what great things
God has done for you---"(Lk. 8:39). The healed man proclaimed what
great things Jesus had done for him throughout the whole city! He
didn't know a lot about Jesus, but what little he did know he told
everyone. Amen. The noble man’s son was healed and his household
came together in faith. Truly, the noble man’s faith saved his son and
whole family.

My dear friend, this wonderful biblical story emphasizes the power
of faith. People of all ranks and stations need the Savior. Jesus really
does meet people where they are and minister to them. If you have
found Jesus, then tell others about Him, so that they have the
opportunity to come to faith and be saved. The Holy Spirit is given to
all believers to empower them for witness. Please be strong and
courageous, and call on Jesus now and forever. i
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