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The most shocking event in my life is the emigration to U. S. A. The em-
igration was so desolate for me because of the unfamiliar environment
without any acquaintances and the acquisition of a new language that I suf-
fered from a stomach disorder. There appears an immigrant even in to-
day's message. He is the very Abraham. "obeyed and went, even though he
did not know where he was going."(v.8b). The Joint Translation Bible ex-
presses it like "In fact, he went without knowing where he was going." The
English Bible records, "He went out not caring where he was going”" It
means he had no concerns about where he was going. "He went out not
needing where he was going" It means he went out without needing to
know where he was going. As a citizen of Ur of the Chaldeans, the capital
city of Mesopotamian civilization, it was not easy for him to leave the
place, but Abraham left with faith without knowing where to go. However,
this is not a faith so-called 'Heading to the Ground' "By faith Abraham,
when called to go to a place he would later receive as his inheritance,'(v.8a).
Abraham could go because he trusted in the promise that He who called
him out would be with him. It was when my son went to work after his
graduation from the university. In one evening, he suddenly took a shower
and put on perfume. When I asked, ‘Where are you going?, my son simply
answered, ‘Out. It's because the fact that he goes with his girlfriend is more
important for him than where to go. Abraham also could leave because he
focused on whom to go with. Pastor Tim Keller, who passed away last week
and was my teacher during my seminary days, preached in his last chapel
Abraham who leaves his country, his people and his father's household(Ge
12). Delivering the message that 'he quits ‘a comfortable and safe life of the
seminary professor' and pioneer a church in Manhattan, New York, about
which everyone is worried, he advised us 'not to stay safely in cozy places,
and by believing in God, to go to the path in which discomforts and diffi-
culties are expected. My dear believers, even though you do not know
where you are going and you have an unclear future and nothing to be
guaranteed, please confirm who you are going with. If the Lord goes with
you, take a step with faith and challenge.

Faith of dwelling in tents

"By faith he made his home in the promised land like a stranger in a for-
eign country; he lived in tents, as did Isaac and Jacob, who were heirs with
him of the same promise’(v.9). The 'jang mak' in Korean, which is ex-
pressed as a tent in English, was a temporary dwelling that could be moved
at any time. To immigrants, settlement was the most important issue, and
the preparation of the house for dwelling symbolically shows settlement.
Not only Abraham lived in portable tents in his own generation, but also so
did his son Isaac and his grandson Jacob. "For he was looking forward to
the city with foundations, whose architect and builder is God."(v.10). Be-
cause Abraham saw his true home and true homeland, the tent in which he
lived on this earth did not matter to him. This is applied in the same way
to us the believers living today. Having a house can make you easily settle
down in the life of immigrants, but it cannot be in itself the standard of
success. Because the true house of believers is already in the homeland,
they can live richly by faith transcending worldly values. When I was min-
istering in the east, the house provided by the church had a considerably
large yard. In summer, if I mowed the lawn in the yard and setting up a
tent there, my children quitted their own rooms and slept in the tent. De-
spite the convenience of their rooms and beds, children slept in the tent,
laughed, and enjoyed themselves, through which, I realized, they were pil-
ing up memories. If you have confidence in the true house in the city of
God, every day you spend in the tent becomes piling up your memories.
Even if someone talks about his/ her success and failure, God makes him

not worry about it but enjoy it. The Bible refers to the amazing secret of

Sermon in English Translation

When You Don't Know
Where to Go

(Hebrews 11:8-12)

Rev. Hanyoh Kim

making today's hard and difficult circumstances memories, and the Bible
says it is 'belief"

Another aspect of faith

God also made a promise about offsprings to Abraham. God said Abra-
ham would be the father of all nations, Sarah would be the mother of na-
tions, and his descendants would be as numerous as the stars in the sky
and as the sand of the seashore. By the way, this promise was given to
Abraham and Sarah by God not in their twenties when they were full of
energy but in their old ages when they were not able to give birth to off-
spring. It was a promise which is difficult to be trusted because they were
physically in the dead state of giving birth. "By faith Sarah herself received
power to conceive, even when she was past the age, since she considered
him faithful who had promised.’(v.11). Though the physical bodies looked
hopeless, the Bible records the one who had promised was faithful. "The
one who is faithful' means he is a believable one who has never broken his
promise, and whose promise is always accomplished as it has been made.
Accordingly, because God who is faithful promised him, Abraham believed
it not only in a situation needing a little bit of effort but also even in a des-
perate and hopeless situation. "So the LORD said to him, “Bring me a heif-
er, a goat and a ram, each three years old, along with a dove and a young
pigeon.(Ge 15:9). God ordered Abraham to prepare animals to help his as-
surance. Abraham seemed to know God's intention immediately. This was
because it was the form of making a covenant at that period. They made a
covenant passing through a horrendous and sanguinary situation of split-
ted animals. Because it was the Bronze Age, B. C. 2000, which was about
4,000 years ago from now, it might not have been easy to cut a full-grown
heifer, a goat or a ram. When Abraham in his old age was dozing off after
he had done all this work, the torch symbolizing the presence of God
passed through like a flash. Originally, when a weak country and a power-
ful country made a contract, the king of the weak country passed between
the rows of sacrifices, but the king of the strong country did not pass be-
tween them. Nevertheless, God, the king of all kings, made a covenant and
in person passed between the splitted sacrifices which Abraham didn't pass.
It means that 'If I do not do according to this covenant, I will bleed. Even
though Abraham breaks the covenant, I will bear all the responsibilities.
Even though Abraham only believed God who is faithful, God accepted

this as righteousness.

[ will try to apply this to us. We break a lot of promises we have made
before God. Even the resolution made toward God at the beginning of the
new year falls short in many aspects. If God repays according to what we
have done, no one can avoid it. Nevertheless, the covenant of God with
Abraham is still valid and we can remain intact. Even though we break the
covenant, God splitted his one and only son on the cross to pay the price
for our sins. Owing to God who carries out the covenant faithfully, despite
the fact that we cannot believe in ourselves and that we are so weak that we
fall in spite of repeated resolutions, we can go forward asking His grace. It's
because the Lord was splitted on the cross in place of our sins according to
the covenant. We believe when we go forward by believing in the cross,
God counts us righteous and makes impossibility possible. Although we do
not know where to go, and we are afraid of our uncertain futures, I hope
you can challenge boldly the life of truthfulness with the Lord. I believe
that though it's impossible for us, we can go forward and challenge with
the belief in God who is almighty and faithful. I bless in the name of the
Lord that you will be victorious by means of this belief.
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