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The Book of Prophets of the Old Testament deal with two subjects, judg-
ment' and 'restoration. It's because we all ought to be judged and we are sure
to need restoration. Though we are clearly sinners and there is God who
judges sinners, we are living trying to turn a blind eye to the judgment' Be-
cause we are indifferent to the judgment, we are not well aware of the resto-
ration. Without knowing what we need for the restoration, or what the re-
stored appearance is like, we just vaguely expect the restoration. Here is why
we need the Book of Prophets.

The prophets had the task of rectifying the people and society at that
time. The prophecies they had told were not to predict the future but to
point to what was wrong at present, and in order to correct the period to
proclaim the good would happen when what was wrong was corrected, but
if not, there would be judgment. The office of the prophets in the Old Tes-
tament period does not exist in the present, but the roles and gifts of proph-
ets exist partially in all the believers. There are prophetic missions that a
number of Korean churches including our church should perform toward
this period. This is truly a blessing. Since prophets became eyes and mouth
of God, spoke for God's heart and rectified the world, prophetic life becomes

the model and example of life to believers of our age.

Jeremiah a prophet

“Before I formed you in the womb I knew you, before you were born I set
you apart; [ appointed you as a prophet to the nations.”(v 5). As if God knew
and summoned Jeremiah for a long time, He has known us for a long time
and has called. “Alas, Sovereign Lord,” I said, “I do not know how to speak; I
am too young.(v 6). Jeremiah replied humbly to the calling of God, that he
could not speak well because he was young. Scholars conjecture Jeremiah at
that time was in his mid-teens. "Then the LORD put forth his hand, and
touched my mouth. And the LORD said unto me, Behold, I have put my
words in thy mouth.'(v 9). God put His words in Jeremiah's mouth. "See, 1
have this day set thee over the nations and over the kingdoms, to root out,
and to pull down, and to destroy, and to throw down, to build, and to plant."
(v10). God said He would be sure to accomplish the ‘judgment' and the 'res-
toration' declared through Jeremiah's lips. Since the person who speaks for
the word of God is a prophet, God ruled over Jeremiah's lips. That's why he
was joyful as a prophet even in the hardships. He could see as God saw,
could say what God said, and had joy in his life because he went where God
pointed to, and could bear the mission of healing the nation and the people.

Jeremiah had the mouth of a prophet, but people did not listen to the
words of God he delivered. Rather, they listened to the teaching of those
who deliver the false words, that is, false prophets like Hananiah and Shem-
aiah. 'What we listened to matters because when we listen and follow false
prophets' wrong words, judgment comes to the place where God leaves, but
it is not easy to discern the words of the false prophets. I think Jeremiah a
prophet might have preached powerful sermons with a burning heart, but
Hananiah and Shemaiah also might have talked masterfully no less than Jer-
emiah. That's why Hananiah controlled the house of the Lord, sided with
priests, and gave Jeremiah a scolding, and Shemaiah rebuked and wrote let-
ters to priests, ordering to stop the words of God Jeremiah proclaimed. "A
prophet like me will the LORD, your God, raise up for you from among
your own kindred; that is the one to whom you shall listen."(Deut 18:15). The
prophet whose words, Moses said, to listen to was Jesus. "If what a prophet
proclaims in the name of the Lord does not take place or come true, that is a
message the Lord has not spoken. That prophet has spoken presumptuous-
ly, so do not be alarmed.'(Deut 18:22). The characteristics of a true prophet
like Moses who speaks for the words of God are demonstration and accom-

plishment appearing from the words delivered by him. I hope we experi-

Sermon in English Translation

Do We Still Need Prophets Today?

(Jeremiah 1:4-15)

Rev. Kyu Sam Han

ence the truthfulness of God's word through maturity and transformation

gradually appearing in our lives.

In opposition to Jeremiah's proclamation that the captivity in Babylon
continues for 70 years, Hananiah prophesied it ended in two years. Accord-
ing to humane thinking, two years definitely better than seventy years' judg-
ment. However, a prophet had a duty of delivering judgment when God says
judgment, restoration when God says restoration, and also discerning the
true will of God and what God really wanted. Nevertheless, Hananiah pro-
claimed messages according at his disposal. "He said, “Amen! May the Lord
do so! May the Lord fulfill the words you have prophesied by bringing the
articles of the Lord’s house and all the exiles back to this place from Baby-
lon."(Jer 28:6). Without arguing against Hananiah's false prophecy, Jeremiah
only proclaimed it was not God's will. In the early 1990s when a theory of
time-limited eschatology was prevalent, I ministered to a Korean church in
Boston as a vice-pastor and ever watched my truly venerable senior pastor
discussing with those claiming the theory of time-limited eschatology. “If
Jesus comes back in a month, I will be glad!”, which was said by the pastor,
was just Jeremiah's word. "But the prophet who prophesies peace will be rec-
ognized as one truly sent by the Lord only if his prediction comes true”(Jer
28:9). We must keep in mind that a true prophet is the person who says ac-
cording to the words of the Bible, not his brain. I hope true words having
demonstrations dwells in our lives, hold and lead us so that we become the
believers playing the role of prophets of this age.

When you hear the true word of God

“But if they had stood in My counsel, And had caused My people to hear
My words, Then they would have turned them from their evil way And from
the evil of their doings””(Jer 23:22). True words make us turn from evil ways
and evil doings. When we listen to God's words, we can see our own wrong
doings and wickedness. We must listen to these words that give pain and
warmth, reproach and reprimand but give force and motive to turn back.
"Then a cloud appeared and covered them, and a voice came from the
cloud: “This is my Son, whom I love. Listen to him!”(Mark 9:7). A prophet
like Moses is the very Jesus, which was testified from Heaven. Since Jesus
saved us by giving out himself to us, we must listen to his words. "who gave
himself for us to redeem us from all wickedness and to purify for himself a
people that are his very own, eager to do what is good." This is why Jesus
gave himself to us and redeemed us. Prophets of the Old Testament were
the ones who persuaded people to realize their own sins and turn from
them, but Jesus, not finishing there and going further, leads them more ag-
gressively to become the people of God. "This is a trustworthy saying. And I
want you to stress these things, so that those who have trusted in God may
be careful to devote themselves to doing what is good. These things are ex-
cellent and profitable for everyone.'(Titus 3:8). I hope the true words of God
will be continuously heard. I believe that at that time, not only you realize
evil way and turn from it but also you will become children of God who en-
deavor to do good works.
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