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| Sermon for Next Sunday |

JESUS CHRIST GAVE HIMSELF FOR U5

“who gave Himself for us to redeem us from every lawless deed,

and to purify for Himself a people for His own possession, zealous for good deeds”
(Titus 2:14)

esus Christ gave Himself for us, which means He died for
\Jus. He died on our behalf, for our sake, in our place, and as
our substitute. He took our sins upon Himself, and paid the
penalty for them. The verdict of sin pronounces humans guilty
before God, and condemns them to eternal punishment. Jesus
Christ bore the condemnation and punishment for all sin. We
deserve death, but Jesus died for us. He died so that we might
have eternal life. God reveals His grace to us through the death
of Jesus Christ. Romans 5:8 says, "But God demonstrates His
own love toward us, in that while we were yet sinners, Christ
died for us.” His death for our sins brings some very wonderful
results.

Jesus' death redeems us from all weakness. We are guilty of
ungodliness, worldly passion, and disobedience, As sinners,
we are prideful, selfish, and complaining. We fall short of God's
glory. We cannot stop the sin that keeps us from God. Satan
has kidnapped us, and Jesus is the only ransom, the one
payment, that will set us free. His death redeems us from
captivity, and certain death. When we believe that Jesus Christ
died for us, and | mean really believe, God takes this belief and
clears the debt of our sin. He gives us the freedom to identify
with Christ, so that we have the opportunity to be free from sin
and its penalty. Faith in Jesus Christ delivers us from eternal
death. God releases us from the prison of evil, “being justified
as a gift by His grace through the redemption which is in Christ
Jesus"(Rm. 3:24). This grace, this righteousness, God offers to
everyone. God does not discriminate. Galatians 3:13 says,
“Christ redeemed us from the curse of the Law, having
become a curse for us...” In Jesus Christ, we have redemption,
the forgiveness of sins (see Col. 1:14).

Jesus' death makes us His very own special people. Satan
can no longer keep us as his prisoner because Jesus keeps us
as His own possession. We become God's children. This is the
very reason why Jesus died. 1 Peter 2.9 says, “But you are a
chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for
God’s own possession, so that you may proclaim the
excellencies of Him who has called you out of darkness into
His marvelous light.” God's grace allows us to believe in Jesus
by faith. By faith in Jesus Christ, we receive salvation. This
salvation does not come from us; it is strictly a gift of God.
Ephesians 2:10 says, “For we are His workmanship, created in

Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand
so that we would walk in them.” By nature, we are actually
children of God's wrath, but through faith in Jesus Christ we
receive a new nature, “Therefore if anyone is in Christ, he is a
new creature; the old things passed away; behold, new things
have come”(2 Cor. 5:17). As a new creation, made possible
through Jesus Christ's death, we become His people.

Jesus' death stirs us for good works. When people really
grasp what Jesus Christ has done for them; they get excited
about giving their life to Him. They do not spend time working
on their own stuff. New life awakens them to perform God's
work. The believer works and works, doing all the good he can
to reach all the people he can for the glorious work of
redemption. When a believer truly understands the death of
Jesus, which most people do not, their lives change. They
become His possession. They cannot stand still because they
are compelled to do God's work. Matthew 5:16 says, “Let your
light shine before men in such a way that they may see your
good works, and glorify your Father who is in heaven.”

When people look at you, do they see the light? Titus 2:7-8
says, “in all things show yourself to be an example of good
deeds, with purity in doctrine, dignified, sound in speech which
is beyond reproach, so that the opponent will be put to shame,
having nothing bad to say about us."” If people cannot see your
light, then you do not understand the death of Christ, for if you
understood your life would be changed. You would shine and
share all the time. 1 Timothy 6:18 says, “Instruct them to do
good, to be rich in good works, to be generous and ready to
share.” You cannot just sit and keep God's grace to yourself,
nor can you live in the darkness.

Do you realize how important it is to understand the meaning
and purpose of the death of Jesus Christ? Mark 16:15 says,
"He who has believed and has been baptized shall be saved;
but he who has disbelieved shall be condemned.” Many
people claim to know Jesus, but they do not show His light.
Their lives are full of questions, complaints, and selfish
motives. My friend, if you really believe, if you really
understand the grace of God, then you do change and become
a light, for Jesus redeems you from all weakness, makes you
His own, and stirs you to do good work. W
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