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| Sermon for Next Week ]

CAREFULLY LISTEN

“If anyone has ears to hear, let him hear.” And He was saying to them,
“Take care what you listen to, By your standard of measure it will be measured to you:

and more will be given you besides. For whoever has, to him shall more be given;
and whoever does not have, even what he has shall be taken away from him.” (Mark 4:23~25)

any Christians go to church on Sunday, attend special
Mservices or Bible classes on other days, listen to Christian
tapes, CD’s, or radio programs, and read Christian books. Within a
given week, they can hear a variety of spiritual messages from so
many different sources. In today's Bible verses, Jesus Christ gives
us some excellent advice. He says, "take care what you listen to”.
This advice does not come from teachers, parents, or medical
experts, but strictly from Jesus. This Jesus, who died for you and
loves you more than anyone else can, wants to advise you to be
very careful about what you hear. Often times, we do not put a lot
of active thinking into what goes in our ears. We like to hear what
we hear in music, preaching, dramas, and movies because it
makes us feel good. The important thing is hearing the truth.

Our spiritual food is not about what we like. It is about the truth.
We need to understand that not everything we hear is from God
(see 1 Jn. 4:1). There are many different prophets in this world,
even within our own church, and we cannot believe every spirit.
We have to test whether or not the words we hear belong to God.
No one should believe something because it sounds good or is
popular. Nor should we believe something just because we like it
and it corresponds with our lifestyle. No, Christians have to test
whether or not the words they hear are from God or not. If
someone does not teach that Jesus Christ is from Ged, even
though they talk about good things, they are false prophets. The
words of false prophets come from the devil. Job 12:11 reminds
us, “Does not the ear test words, as the palate tastes its food?" |
want you to use your ears very carefully.

Jesus said that His sheep hear his vorce, “A stranger they simply
will not follow, but will flee from him, because they do not know
the voice of strangers”(Jn. 10:5). How are your ears? Can they
distinguish the voice of Jesus from the voice of others? If someone
tells you that believing in Jesus will make you a lot of money, bring
financial success to your family, or make you well respected, do
you believe it? Whenever our physical eyes see something new,
sparkly, and shiny we tend to think it is truth. We carefully listen
and easily follow in that direction. That is why it is so important that
we use our ears only to hear truth. Matthew 13:23 says, "And the
one on whom seed was sown on the good soil, this is the man
who hears the word and understands it; who indeed bears fruit and
brings forth, some a hundredfold, some sixty, and some thirty.”
This parable by Jesus presents truth about the kingdom of God in
this present day. If you listen to the Word of God, you will be
fruitful.

A very important part of Jesus' advice to take care what you
listen to is "By your standard of measure it will be measured to
you"(v. 24). The focal point of measurement is on the listener, not
the speaker. If you do not listen, you cannot even calculate. How
much do you appreciate hearing God's word? Right now, are you
really listening for a heavenly voice or are you just listening for my
voice? How well do you measure? Use your ears and heart

seriously. The result of sermons is so important. You can walk
away with something little or you can receive eternal blessings.

How interested are you about the Word of God? Those of you
who come to church every Sunday, are you coming as a listener or
speaker? Many people carefully listen because they want to catch
errors in the preacher's sermon. They walk away without even
grasping the sermon’s subject. These people dwell on finding fault
not truth. They hear one little word misused and they cannot let it
go. Right now, are you really listening for the Word of God? Are you
really seeking the truth? Are you hungry for the living Word? Are
you happy for salvation? Are you looking for peace and joy?

When you listen for God's Word because your measurement is
so deep, you will cry out in a loud voice for your sin and
repentance, If you do that, | am confident you will have wonderful
salvation for your forgiveness. That is why the Word of God is so
very important.. It calculates your future life. If someone is not
serious about the Word of God, if he or she is not a listener, they
will not be able to understand real happiness and joy. They will not
be able to remember God’s Word. When you do not carefully
listen, you miss the truth. However, if you listen, if you have deep
measurement, you will find Ged's promise.

What is God's promise? Here is the beautiful part, “and more will
be given you besides”. Do you want to listen more and more? Do
you understand, more and more, what you are hearing? When you
listen for the truth, do you want to proclaim that truth to other
people? If you do, you will receive the glorious gospel in your life.
Not only that, but you will receive eternal blessings from heaven. -
As a sinner, you will become holy. You will change from death to
eternal life, from a child of the devil to a child of God. You will
receive real life, which is worth more than anything this world has
to offer.

This sermon is so important. Do you believe it? How many
sermons have you missed? How many sermons have you analyzed
for the wrong reasons? Listen carefully to these words, “In the
beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the
Word was God. He was in the beginning with God. All things came
into being through Him, and apart from Him nothing came into
being that has come into being. In Him was life, and the life was
the Light of men” (Jn. 1:1~4). “And the Word became flesh, and
dwelt among us, and we saw His glory, glory as of the only
begotten from the Father, full of grace and truth” (Jn. 1:14). "but as
many as received Him, to them He gave the right to become
children of God, even to those who believe in His name, who were
born, not of blood nor of the will of the flesh nor of the will of man,
but of God” (Jn. 1:12). Are you listening?

Christ your Lord is waiting now. Let Him in. Let Him in. See the
thorn upon His brow. Let Him in. Bless the Lord, | now believe.
Enter in. Enter in. Joyfully | receive you. Enter in. Enter in. My dear
friend, use your ears to listen carefully! 4
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