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| Sermon for Next Sunday |

HOLY SPIRIT COMING DOWN

w<«THE SPIRIT OF THE LORD IS UPON ME, BECAUSE HE ANOINTED ME TO PREACH
THE GOSPEL TO THE POOR. HE HAS SENT ME TO PROCLAIM RELEASE TO THE CAPTIVES,
AND RECOVERY OF SIGHT TO THE BLIND, TO SET FREE THOSE WHO ARE OPPRESSED,
TOQ PROCLAIM THE FAVORABLE YEAR OF THE LORD.” (Luke 4:18~19)

tanding in the Nazareth synagogue on the Sabbath, Jesus read
Sto the congregation from the book of the prophet Isaiah. "The
Spirit of the Lord is upon Me, because He anointed Me to preach
the gospel to the poor. He has sent Me to proclaim release to the
captives, and recovery of sight to the blind, to set free those who
are oppressed, to proclaim the favorable year of the Lord.”(Lk
4:18~19) After Jesus read these verses from Isaiah 61:1~2a, He
sat down and said to everyone listening, "Today this Scripture has
been fulfilled in your hearing."(Lk 4:21) The Holy Spirit was upon
Jesus to preach the gospel, and the coming of the Holy Spirit upon
all believers is also to preach the gospel of Jesus Christ. The
reason for the Holy Spirit coming down is to empower humans to
proclaim the gospel. Satan's power is much stronger than any
human's power, and the Lord does not want people to reach others
with the good news with their own strength. He wants Christians
to rely on the Holy Spirit, and only the Holy Spirit.

The Holy Spirit came down on Jesus, the son of God, "Jesus, full

“of the Holy Spirit, returned from the Jordan and was led around by
the Spirit in the wilderness.”(Lk. 4:1) Jesus needed the Holy Spirit
to preach to the afflicted, brokenhearted, captives, and prisoners.
He needed the Holy Spirit to minister to those His Father had
placed before Him. He needed the Holy Spirit to endure His
longsuffering and cross. He needed the Holy Spirit to fulfill every
prophecy spoken about Him in the Old Testament. Jesus and the
Holy Spirit worked together in carrying out God's salvation plan,
just as they worked together in creation.

The Holy Spirit came down on the primitive church. Look at how
He directed Philip in his ministry to the Ethiopian eunuch, “But an
angel of the Lord spoke to Philip saying, ‘Get up and go south to
the road that descends from Jerusalem to Gaza'"(Acts 8:26), then
the Spirit said, "Go up and join this chariot”(Acts 8:29), and finally
He “snatched Philip away."(Acts 8:39) Stephen, the first martyr,
also listened to the Holy Spirit and was full of grace and power,
and even performed "“great wonders and signs among the people.”
(Acts 6:8) When he preached, his critics “were unable to cope with
the wisdom and the Spirit with which he was speaking.”(Acts
6:10) He stood up in front of Jerusalem's angry religious Council,
and all who saw him, “saw his face like the face of an angel.”(Acts
6:15) Now that is something no one can fake. The Bible contains
many references to the primitive church, like Peter, Paul, and the
many believers who were forced to leave Jerusalem, who based
their ministry on the power of the Holy Spirit. Mark 16:20 tells us.
“And they went out and preached everywhere, while the Lord

worked with them, and confirmed the word by the signs that
followed.”

The Holy Spirit comes down on today's church. Wherever
believers gather to worship in the name of Jesus Christ, the Holy
Spirit is always there. He sends out believers, gives them the
information, and commands them to open their mouth and preach
the good news. Acts 10:38 says, “You know of Jesus of Nazareth,
how God anointed Him with the Holy Spirit and with power, and
how He went about doing good and healing all who were
oppressed by the devil, for God was with Him.” As a believer, God
is with you too, and His Holy Spirit lives within you. When Peter
went to Caesarea, he explained to them, “You yourselves know
how unlawful it is for a man who is a Jew to associate with a
foreigner or to visit him; and yet God has shown me that | should
not call any man unholy or unclean.”(Acts 10:28) He also said, "I
most certainly understand now that God is not one to show
partiality, but in every nation the man who fears Him and does
what is right is welcome to Him."(Acts 10:34~35) The good news
is for everyone! Our ministry is to share that news.

The Holy Spirit will come down on the churches of the future.
Luke 19:13 says, "And he called ten of his slaves, and gave them
ten minas and said to them, 'Do business with this until | come
back."" God gives every Christian a special talent, but you have to
use it with the Holy Spirit, not your own effort. Until Christ returns
or you die, you need to spread the good news whether it be at
home, school, jail, work, or wherever. You must preach the gospel
with the Holy Spirit's strength. People everywhere need to hear
God’s message. You are His light here on earth, and the power of
your shine comes from the Holy Spirit.

Jesus said, “but you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has
come upon you; and you shall be My witnesses both in Jerusalem,
and in all Judea and Samaria, and even to the remotest part of the
earth,” (Acts 1:8) Jesus instructed His disciples not to witness until
the coming of the Holy Spirit, Gathering them together, He
commanded them not to leave Jerusalem, but to wait for what the
Father had promised, “which,” He said, “you heard of from Me;
for John baptized with water, but you will be baptized with the
Holy Spirit not many days from now."(Acts 1:4~5) The promised
Holy Spirit came ten days after Jesus’ ascension and continues to
come upon every believer. His coming is why we have churches in
South Korea and even China today. God wants His Word spread all
over the world, so we definitely need the Holy Spirit to fulfill His
great command. {
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