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Sermon for next veck
Wonderful Challenge

(Joshua 1:1-6)

“Only be strong and very courageous; be careful to do
according to all the law which Moses My servant commanded you;

do not turn from it to the right or to the left, so that you may have success wherever you go.”

fter the death of Moses, God

spoke to Joshua, Moses™ servant
(v. 1). His words represented a
wonderful challenge to Joshua and all
the people of Israel. They were to
embark on a new venture, into a new
land, with a new leader. You'll recall
that Moses was the great hero and
leader who God used to save Israel
from their Egyptian captivity and
slavery. He was the one who directly
received the Law from God. He was a
true servant of the Lord. He was such
an important figure to Israel that his
death seemed like God's domain was
finished. But look at John 1:17, “*For
the Law was given through Moses;
grace and truth were realized through
Jesus Christ” (Jn. 1:17). Amen!
‘Which one is better? Unreservedly,
grace and truth! Like Jesus, Joshua
personifies God's new direction. Just
as Jesus substituted for the Law,
Joshua replaced Moses. Even though
Moses died. a new chapter started
through the life of Joshua.

God gave Joshua a command for
the challenge. He said, “Moses My
servant is dead, now therefore arise,
cross this Jordan, you and all this
people, to the land which I am giving
to them, to the sons of Israel™ (v. 2).
God told Joshua to get up, get over.
and get going. He was to start leading
God's people into the Promised Land.
Indeed, Joshua remembered Moses’
words regarding this day. “Then
Moses called to Joshua and said to
him in the sight of all Israel, ‘Be
strong and courageous, for you shall
go with this people into the land
which the Lord has sworn to their
fathers to give them, and you shall
give it to them as an inheritance. The
Lord is the one who goes ahead of
you; He will be with you. He will not
fail you or forsake you. Do not fear or
be dismayed™™ (Dt. 31:7-8). Moses’
prophecy came to fulfillment on this
glorious day.

God also gave Joshua a promise

with the challenge. He said, “Every
place on which the sole of your foot
treads, I have given it 1o you, just as |
spoke to Moses. From the wilderness
and this Lebanon, even as far as the
great river, the river Euphrates, all the
land of the Hittites, and as far as the
Great Sea toward the setting of the
sun will be your territory™ (vv. 3-4).
What enormous feet Joshua must
have had! Are your feet small or big?
[sn’t it remarkable that every place
Joshua’s feet stepped on was given to
him? Can you imagine such a
blessing? God also promised, “No
man will be able to stand before you
all the days of your life. Just as 1 have
been with Moses, | will be with you; |
will not fail you or forsake you™ (v. 5).
What a promise! God was with
Joshua in every way and in every
situation.

Joshua was from the tribe of
Ephraim. His name was Hoshea but
Moses called him Joshua (Num.
13:8&16). He was one of the twelve
spies sent into the land of Canaan to
scout it out. The report that came back
from all the spies was factual; the land
was fruitful. the cities were fortified.
and the people who lived in it were
strong. Sadly, ten of the spies
interpreted this information to the
congregation without faith and caused
the congregation to fear their situation
and doubt God's promise. but “Joshua
the son of Nun and Caleb the son of
Jephunneh, of those who had spied
out the land, tore their clothes™ (Num.
14:6). They believed God and brought
a good repont before the congregation,
but nobody believed them. The
congregation sided with the ten who
gave a bad report. So, Joshua and
Caleb lost the debate. But here, in
today’s Bible verses, Joshua is given
the order to conquer Canaan. Amen!

Indeed. there are struggles with
every challenge. The land of Canaan
was occupied with strong, big people.
Many of its cities were protected by

high stone walls, like Jericho. It's
exactly the same thing in today’s
Christian life. We have inner
struggles. Why? Because we are
living in a world filled with sin. Look
at 1 John 2:15-17, “Do not love the
world nor the things in the world. If
anyone loves the world, the love of
the Father is not in him. For all that is
in the world, the lust of the flesh and
the lust of the eyes and the boastful
pride of life. is not from the Father,
but is from the world. The world is
passing away, and also its lusts; but
the one who does the will of God
lives forever.” Amen! Do you believe
it? There are struggles in Christian
life. The Israelites didn't have
weapons; they didn’t even have
experience as warriors, For the last
forty years they had been traveling
around in the desert. Prior 1o that, they
were Egyptian salves. They only
believed in God's Word.

Reality presents a different
picture. The people of Canaan were
big in size and physically healthy. In
comparison, the Israelites were small
and tired. The Canaanites had
weapons and the Israelites didn’t. God
said that the Israelites would conquer
Canaan. Through human eyes Canaan
appears totally unconquerable. It
seems like an absolutely impossible
challenge. “Now the deeds of the
flesh are evident, which are:
immorality, impurity, sensuality,
idolatry. sorcery. enmities. strife,
Jjealousy, outbursts of anger, disputes,
dissensions, factions, envying,
drunkenness. carousing. and things
like these. of which 1 forewarn you,

Jjust as I have forewarned you, that

those who practice such things will
not inherit the kingdom of God™ (Gal.
5:19-21). Indeed. these are things we
all struggle against. There is a battle
within every believer between the
flesh and Spirit. It is a spiritual war.
“For our struggle is not against flesh
and blood, but against the rulers,

against the powers, against the world
forces of this darkn against the
spiritual forces of wickedness in the
heavenly places” (Eph. 6:12}). All
stress comes from the devil using our
ph 1l nature. Don’t you experience
this kind of problem? Can you
imagine the Israelites inner struggles
at this time?

The Israelites were tired, they had
journeyed forty long years in the
desert. The devil was using their
physical weakness to make them
wonder whether or not they could win
and conquer this land God’s had
promised them. They had deep
struggles but a clear order, *'Be strong
and courageous™ (v. 6). That's God's
order! Even if they were slaves,
without an education, without a strong
leader (Joshua was eighty at the time),
and weak, they had the power of God,
the presence of God, and the promise
of God, Joshua stood up in the midst
of stress and confidently obeyed God.
He moved forward in faith, total faith.
For those who walk by faith, who
walk by the Spirit, can overcome the
flesh.

My dear friends, the Lord Jesus
Christ is always in front of us. He is
always preparing our way and doing
everything that needs to be done,
Salvation has to start first, then the
victory is ours. Let’s go forward in
faith. There’s not any kind of enemy
that can stand against us because of
our Savior. He is the one that leads us.
The Lord asks you to face this
wonderful challenge. He gives you
commands that entail struggles. Just
remember His words, “Be strong and
courageous”. How? By faith. His
power, presence, and promise will
never fail or forsake you. Let’s travel
the Calvary way, the way of
resurrection and glory, God's way!
Only by faith can we do it!
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