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Sermon for Nex

LET’S MEET THE GOOD SAMARITAN

#0n one occasion an expert in the law stood up to test Jesus. “Teacher,” he asked, “what must I do to
inherit eternal life?” “*“What is written in the Law?”’ he replied. “How do you read it?” -
“9“Which of these three do you think was a neighbor to the man who fell into the hands of robbers?”’
@The expert in the law replied, “The one who had mercy on him.” Jesus told him, “Go and do likewise.”
(Luke 10:25~37)

efore Jesus told the parable of the Good Samaritan, a lawyer
B asked Him a really good question, “Teacher, what must | do to
inherit eternal life?”(Lk. 10:25). Jesus asked the lawyer, “What is
written in the Law? How do you read it?"(Lk. 10:26). The lawyer
responded, “Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all
your soul and with all your strength and with all your mind, and love
your neighbor as yourself”(Lk. 10:27). Jesus responded to the lawyer,
“You have answered correctly. Do this and you will live”(Lk. 10:28).
The lawyer then asked the troublesome question, “And who is my
neighbor?”(Lk. 10:29). Do you know who your neighbors are? Jesus
responded to this question with the parable of the Good Samaritan to
teach us responsibility to our neighbors and to show us who
neighbors really are. Let's look at this wonderful parable from a
slightly different perspective.
Let's imagine that the victim represents sinners. The victim was

traveling down from Jerusalem to Jericho. Jerusalem suggests God'’s
place of blessing, the location of His Temple. Jericho corresponds to a
place that Gad curses, the site where the walls tumbled down. The
victim was headed the wrong way, like sinners without Christ. As he

traveled, a bunch of robbers jumped him. These thieves embody
Satan, “The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy”{Jn. 10:10).
These thieves took his clothes and beat him half to death. The
stripping away of his clothes is like a man without righteousness. His
half dead status epitomizes a sinner’s spiritual life, “As for you, you
were dead in your transgressions and sins, in which you used to live
when you followed the ways of this world and of the ruler of the
kingdom of the air, the spirit who. is now at work in those who are
disobedient. All of us also lived among them at one time, gratifying
the cravings of our sinful nature‘and following its desires and
thoughts. Like the rest, we were by nature objects of wrath(Eph.
2:1~3). We are all born sinners who would fall prey to Satan if it were
not for Jesus Christ.

Let's imagine that the Levite and priest represent today’s preachers.
As the victim lay on the ground in obvious need of help, the Levite
and priest walked past him. If a sinner gets in trouble and closes their
eyes in prayer for God's help, then opens them to find a preacher
standing right in front of them, the sinner is probably thinking that
God answered his prayer. Problem is that today's preachers are telling
this poor victim that he shouldnt have walked down that bad road; he
should have gone the other way. As the victim lies dying, today’s
preachers are telling him to remember not to come this way again.
They're reminding him to think twice before making bad decisions.
The priest and Levite had the authority and power to bless the victim,
but instead chose no real action. Ephesians 4:25 says, “Therefore
each of you must put off falsehood and speak truthfully to his

neighbor, for we are all members of one body.” Colossian 2:8 says,
“See to it that no one takes you captive through hollow and deceptive
philosophy, which depends on human tradition and the basic
principles of this world rather than on Christ.” And finally, Galatians
5:4 says, “You who are trying to be justified by law have been
alienated from Christ; you have fallen away from grace.” The victim
was lost, and he needed saving. The priest and Levite represent
religious instruction and ceremony, which did nothing for our half
dead traveler. The human heart is in need of more than exposition and
instruction. Lost people need salvation.

Let's imagine that the Good Samaritan represents the Savior of
sinners, The Samaritans were rejected by Israel, just like Jesus, “He
was despised and rejected by men, a man of sorrows, and familiar
with suffering. Like one from whom men hide their faces he was
despised, and we esteemed him not”(ls. 53:3). Our God from heaven
came down, but the Israelites crucified Him, all the while claiming
they wanted their Messiah. As the Samaritan journeyed, he had a
definite destination, just like Jesus, “For the Son of Man came to
seek and to save what was lost”(Lk. 19:10). The Samaritan had the
love and the sacrificial heart, along with the oil and wine necessary to
treat the injured victim. He took compassion on him. He got to the
heart of the problem and bound his wounds. He brought him to
shelter, and cared for him there, “He went to him and bandaged his
wounds, pouring on oil and wine. Then he put the man on his own
donkey, took him to an inn and took care of him”(Lk. 10:34). The
Samaritan cared more for the lost man than for himself. If he didn‘t
touch this man, this man would die. He paid for the injured man’s
care until his return, like Christ paid for us until His return. The
Samaritan promised to return, as our Lord is sure to come back. This
story is not yet finished.

My dear friends, we are all sinners and not one of us is righteous.
We need this Good Samaritan. We spend much time looking for truth,
but most of our avenues lead to empty resolutions. Things sound
good at first, but no real truth comes to light. The Good Samaritan
had everything, but no one liked him, He was rejected by the world.
Philippians 2:6~8 say, "Who, being in very nature God, did not
consider equality with God something to be grasped, but made
Himself nothing, taking the very nature of a servant, being made in
human likeness. And being found in appearance as a man, He
humbled Himself and became obedient to death—even death on a
cross!” That's why we couldn't recognize Him. We're always trying
to find God's blessings in worldly riches and power. If you really want
to find the Good Samaritan, you have to go to the cross. At the cross,
you'll see real truth. Jesus died for you and sacrificed Himself for your
salvation because He loves you. His love is forever, Amen.
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