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Repent and Turn Away
(Ezekiel 14:6)

"Therefore say to the house of Israel, Thus says the Lord God
Repent and turn away from your idols and turn your faces away
from all your abominations”

his is God’s message to His people! He advises them to repent and
Ttum away from their idols and to turn their faces away from all their
sins. This counsel is found in both the Old and New Testaments. When
you read the books of Jeremiah, Isaiah, and Ezekiel, you see these
prophets crying out 1o their people to “repent” and to “turn away” from
sin. In the New Testament, you hear John the Baptist, who prepared the
Messiah’s way, cry out, “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand”
(Mt. 3:2). You even hear our Lord Jesus preaching, “Repent, for the
kingdom of heaven is at hand™ (Mt. 4:17). God truly watches our hearts.
He wants them to be pure. He gives us advice because He loves us.

Human beings cannot worship two masters (see Mt 6:24). It's
impossible to serve and glorify God if you're serving and glorifying
someone or something else. God wants His people to have a right
relationship with Him. To relate with God requires repentance. God's
people must repent and turn away from sin in order to have a right
relationship with Him. As such, it’s imperative that we repent. In general
usage, repentance is just a feeling of sorrow for what one has done. This is
not what God has in mind. The Scriptures testify that repentance is a
change of mind that bears fruit in a changed life. It radically transforms
our attitudes and direction. It turn us toward God and His will and away
from sin. Let’s have a clear understanding of what it truly means to repent.

The first step of repentance is salvation. Before you turn to God, you
have to repent. However, God acts first in this process. It is His kindness
that leads you to repentance (see Rom. 2:4). His mercy draws you toward
Him and makes you repent. Romans 5:8 clearly says, “But God
demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while we were yet sinners,
Christ died for us.” God first loved you. He proved His love by sacrificing
His only Son for your sins. Jesus died for you! If you want a right
relationship with God, whoever you are, you have to repent.

Repentance is God’s authoritative advice. The condition of the human
heart cannot communicate with God without repentance. The Pharisees
were the most influential of the Jewish people at the time of Christ.
Though holding orthodox doctrines. their zeal for the Mosaic Law led
them to a degenerate, though strict, outward observance of both the law
and their equally authoritative (in their own eyes) interpretations of it.
They knew the Scriptures, tithed, and prayed: but they were also
hypocritical. self-righteous, and the foremost persecutors of the Lord. No
matter how nice your clothes are, or how well conditioned you've made
your heart to proclaim, “I will love God"”, or how much money you give to
the church, or even how much you pray: you cannot change the nature of
your heart without repentance. Without repentance, you ignore the
righteousness of God. You practice idolatry. Past and present men,
educated, well meaning, wise, rich, and poor people all have the same
condition of heart,

Repentance is needed because it opens the way of salvation to the
sinner. The nature of all humans is sinful! Our character is selfish. In order
for your nature and character to change, you have to repent. Those who
repent are born again. If you just have mere sorrow or regret for your sin,
you haven’t repented. If your character and emotion control your
repentance. you haven't repented. Repentance has a spiritual result. Look
at Matthew 3:8, “Therefore bear fruit in keeping with repentance.”
Seriously, if you think reading your Bible, going to church, spending time

in prayer, and working for religious purposes is what everything is about,

you've missed it. The common teaching during Jesus™ earthly ministry
said that the Jews participated in the merits of Abraham, which made their
prayers acceptable, helped in war, expiated sins, appeased the wrath of
God, and assured a share in God's eternal kingdom. One can only imagine
how surprised they were when John and Jesus preached the necessity of
personal repentance! You have to bear fruit. If you repent, it has to show,
You have to change spiritually. The fruit of the Holy Spirit will be evident.

True repentance means that you have the fruit of the Holy Spirit. When
you repent, you cry and have real sorrow, but afterwards you have real joy.
That’s the fruit of the Holy Spirit! When you return to the perfect way, you
enter the kingdom of heaven. Your spiritual eyes can see Jerusalem. You
can see real eternal life and God as your Father. Psalm 33:20&21 says,
“Our soul waits for the Lord; He is our help and our shield. For our heart
rejoices in Him. Because we trust in His holy name.” Amen. If you don't
repent, sorrow grieves your soul and all earthly things become your hope.
But when you truly repent, there is the fruit of the Holy Spirit. You see the
cross and resurrection of Jesus, and your heart becomes filled with faith,
hope, and love.

When God gives you the warning to repent, that calling is merciful. He
doesn’t hate you. He wants you to change. He wants to change your acts.
His message to you is a sign of His great love. It's why He sent His
servant, His only Son. Jesus paid the price for your sins. He sacrificed and
gave His mercy. This voice you hear is authoritative. It is the Creator’s cry,
His calling, before judgment. To all the nations, to every human being, He
calls, “Come to Me, all who are weary and heavy-laden, and I will give
you rest” (Mt. 11:28). Think about it. Repentance is your choice. Please
don’t be a hypocrite because God watches your heart. If you don’t deny
yourself, you cannot change inward or outward. Oh, how many Christians
deceive themselves by cleaning up their outside appearances. Woe o you
because you don’t have the fruit of the Holy Spirit, only the fruits of
human attainment. All people, it doesn't make a difference who you are,
must repent in order to join with God. You cannot have a relationship with
God through human effort. You have to surrender to the Lord. Just return
to God. If you return, totally, and give up yourself, the Holy Spirit will
touch you and change you. He will change your life, your nature, and your
character. You will become a new creature, “Therefore, if anyone is in
Christ, he is a new creature; the old things passed away: behold, new
things have come™ (2 Cor. 5:17). Amen! There is judgment for all sinners,
but God’s calling is not the judgment. His calling is not out of hate. His
calling is perfect love.

Who can repent? Who can attain unto heaven? The Pharisees, Scribes,
and religious leaders tried, but sin turned them away and against Jesus.
With man it is impossible, but with God all things are possible. Repent
means to turn away from your sins and turn towards God in total
submissiveness; not by your power or by your might, but by the power of
the Holy Spirit. The Lord God calls for you to repent and turn away from
your idols (money, prestige, power, etc.) and trn your face away from all
your sins now. There is urgency in His voice. My dear friends, tomorrow
is promised to no one. Heaven and hell are real entities. Two masters lead
to hell, and any other master other than Jesus Christ leads to hell. Repent,
turn away from sin, and accept Jesus Christ as your Master. g
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