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| Sermon for Next Sunday ||

WHO'S IN CHARGE?

“The LORD reigns, let the earth rejoice; Let the many islands be glad.
2Clouds and thick darkness surround Him; Righteousness and justice are the foundation of His throne.
DFire goes before Him And burns up His adversaries round about. "His lightnings lit up the world;
The earth saw and trembled. ©'The mountains melted like wax at the presence of the LORD, At the presence of the Lord
of the whole earth. “The heavens declare His righteousness, And all the peoples have seen His glory. (Psalm 97:1~6)

t's so sad but so true that many of today’s church goers proclaim

that they are Christians, yet their own dust controls them. Who is

really in charge of your life? Without doubt, we are living in a
terrible world. Hunger, disease, pollution, war, terrorism, violence,
and every kind of evil one can imagine surround us. Even low morals,
divorce, drugs, sickness, anger, and hatred are everywhere. Is there
any hope? What will become of us? Does anyone have any good
news? Are there any better days ahead for us? Today's Bible verses
begin, “The Lord reigns, let the earth rejoice-----."(v. 1) Do these
words get you excited? Do they fill your heart with joy and peace?
They truly can change your whole outlook on life if you believe in the
Lord Jesus Christ.

It you know that the Lord reigns, then you can relax. If you really
believe this then you can experience His peace that passes all
understanding. You can cast your cares on Him knowing that He cares
for you. 1Peter 5:6~9 say, “Therefore humble yourselves under the
mighty hand of God, that He may exalt you at the proper time, casting
all your anxiety on Him, because He cares for you. Be of sober spirit,
be on the alert. Your adversary, the devil, prowls around like a roaring
lion, seeking someone to devour. But resist him, firm in your faith,
knowing that the same experiences of suffering are being
accomplished by your brethren who are in the world.” Stop trying to
take charge of things and live by faith. Faith means that you do not
believe in yourself, but that you believe in God, “for we walk by faith,
not by sight.”(2Cor. 5:7) Our society is set-up with the mindset of look
at me, look at my clothes, look at my ear, look at my bank account,
look at my house, etc-----. Everybody keeps looking and society keeps
getting worse. Christians don't live by sight! Jesus calls to us, “Come
to Me, all who are weary and heavy-laden, and | will give you rest.
Take My yoke upon you and learn from Me, for | am gentle and
humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. For My yoke is
easy and My burden is light.”(Mt. 11:28~30) Is your soul restful? Are
you relaxed throughout each day? I'm sorry to have to ask you, but if
you are worrisome, uptight, nervous, anxious, or just plain stressed-out
then where is your faith? if you are wrapped up in your own
knowledge, seeking wealth, or busy making a name for.yourself, then
you reign. When | read or hear the words that the Lord reigns, amazing
things just come out of my heart. | hope Jesus Christ is in charge of
your life, so that you can experience true relaxation.

If you know that the Lord reigns, then you can also have joy. If you
really believe this then you can experience His love that passes all
understanding. Will you join in the earth's celebration? The world's
condition was known to God from the beginning. Jesus revealed the
signs preceding His return, “But immediately after the tribulation of
those days the sun will be darkened, and the moon will not give its
light, and the stars will fall from the sky, and the powers of the
heavens will be shaken. And then the sign of the Son of Man will
appear in the sky, and then all the tribes of the earth will mourn, and
they will see the Son of Man coming on the clouds of the sky with
power and great glory. And He will send forth His angels with a great
trumpet and they will gather together His elect from the four winds,
from one end of the sky to the other.”(Mt. 24:29~31) Does the
thought of Jesus’ return excite you? Will you rejoice at His second

coming? Before His return, difficult times will prevail.(2Tim. 3:1) Many
people at this time will have some form of godliness but without its
power; they will always be learning but never able to come to the
knowledge of the truth.(2Tim. 3:5~7) These are the people who can’t
let go of the world, who don't deny themselves, and will not give up
their ways. The Bible prophesizes about them, and | hope you are not
one of them because all prophecy will be fulfilled. Luke 21:25~28
further state, “There will be signs in sun and moon and stars, and on
the earth dismay among nations, in perplexity at the roaring of the sea
and the waves, men fainting from fear and the expectation of the
things which are coming upen the world; for the powers of the
heavens will be shaken. They will see the Son of Man coming in a
cloud with power and great glory. But when these things begin to take
place, straighten up and lift up your heads, because your redemption is
drawing near.” Now, I'm asking you again, who is in charge? Is it you
or Jesus? God has a plan, a great plan, an eternal plan. Are you going
to join in this plan or not? Why won't you rely on God? Why do you
keep holding on to destruction, instead of letting go to life? Romans
8:28~30 say, "And we know that God causes all things to work
together for goed to those who love God, to those who are called
according to His purpose. For those whom He foreknew, He also
predestined to become conformed to the image of His Son, so that He
would be the firstborn among many brethren; and these whom He
predestined, He also called; and these whom He called, He also
justified; and these whom He justified, He also glorified.” Who is in
charge of you?

If you know that the Lord reigns, then you need to remember it all
the time. We are not the first to live in difficult times. Israel suffered
bondage in Egypt for four-hundred years, David was pursued by Saul
time and again, and the early church endured horrific persecution,
which included martyrdom. When you are feeling down or when fear
tries to get the best of you, consider Jesus. He died on the cross for
you with pain and shame. He was despised and rejected by men.(ls.
53:3) He was beaten, nailed, and pierced with a spear.(Mt. 27) The
good news is that His resurrection vindicated His message,
guaranteeing our salvation, “who was declared the Son of God with
power by the resurrection from the dead, according to the Spirit of
holiness, Jesus Christ our Lord, through whom we have receive grace
and apostleship to bring about the obedience of faith among all the
Gentiles for His name’s sake, among whom you also are the called of
Jesus Christ.”(Rom. 1:4~6) There is a Savior. He can be your Savior
through faith.

My dear friend, if Jesus is in charge of your life, then God's plan for
your life is unchanged by what is happening on this earth. Today's Bible
verses tell us, “Clouds and thick darkness surround Him; righteousness
and justice are the foundation of His throne. Fire goes before Him and
burns up His adversaries round about. His lightnings lit up the waorld; the
earth saw and trembled. The mountains melted like wax at the presence
of the Lord, at the presence of the Lord of the whole earth. The heavens
declare His righteousness, and all the people have seen His glory."(wv.
2~6) Please commit your all to the Lord of all, and stap worrying. Who is
in charge? Be humble, this is simple, just go to the Lord. Whoever
believes in Him shall not perish but have eternal life. Amen. d
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