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|| Sermon for Next Sunday |

CHURCH REVIVAL

“(1)Hezekiah became king [when he was] twenty-five years old; and he reigned twenty-nine years in Jerusalem. And
his mother’s name [was] Abijah, the daughter of Zechariah. (2)And he did right in the sight of the LORD, according to
all that his father David had done. (3)In the first year of his reign, in the first month, he opened the doors of the house
of the LORD and repaired them. (4)And he brought in the priests and the Levites, and gathered them into the square on
the east. (5)Then he said to them, “Listen to me, Q Levites. Consecrate yourselves now, and consecrate the house of the

LORD, the God of your fathers, and carry the uncleanness out from the holy place. ” (2 Chronicles 29:1-5)

Faith needs practice. Christians cannot just talk about it; they actually
need to live out what they believe. Belief in Christ requires more than
tearful confessions and godly intentions. Paul declared, “For to me, to
live is Christ and to die is gain. But if | am to live on in the flesh, this will
mean fruitful labor”(Phil. 1:21-22). Salvation is all about life, not death. It
is about living the Christian life. People who do not practice their faith
care only for themselves. They are like "clouds without water, carried
along by winds”(Jude 12). Far too many of today's church people
chatter on and on about how much they love God and others, but their
words are empty, like rainless clouds. Their unfaithfulness to the Lord
dirties the church.

During King Ahaz's reign, Judah did not practice their faith. Their
leader "did not do right in the sight of the Lord”(2 Chron. 28:1).
“Moreover, when Ahaz gathered together the utensils of the house of
God, he cut the utensils of the house of God in pieces; and he closed
the doors of the house of the Lord and made altars for himself in every
corner of Jerusalem. In every city of Judah he made high places to burn
incense to other gods, and provoked the Lord, the God of his father, to
anger” (2 Chron. 28:24-25). God's people worshipped other gods on top
of every hill and mountain, and even under every tree. Their mixed Bible
practices resulted in an unclean church that would require major revival
in order to worship the Lord God properly.

All sixty-six books of the Bible are wonderful instruments of God.
Whoever misuses them, whoever uses them their own way, incurs the
wrath of God. Every Christian is also a beautiful instrument of God. How
do you use yourself? Is it for you, your parents, or perhaps your
children? You are supposed to use yourself for God. Do not use God's
waord or your body for your own purposes. Isaiah 40:8 reminds us, "The
grass withers, the flower fades, but the word of our God stands
forever.” Matthew 24:35 also says, "Heaven and earth will pass away,
but My words will not pass away." Judah destroyed God'’s utensils.
They closed the outside temple, and even closed the inside temple of
their heart because they made a different altar. They destroyed their soft
hearts and filled them with pride and the blessings of this earth.

Look at 2 Chronicles 29:7. "They have also shut the doors of the
porch and put out the lamps, and have not burned incense or offered
burnt offerings in the holy place to the God of Israel.” Do you see how
terrible of a situation faith without practice causes? Judah mixed-up
their worship and thus destroyed real worship. They stopped focusing
on God, and consequently distorted His word. They ended up enjoying
the worship of darkness. John 3:19 reminds us, "This is the judgment,
that the Light has come into the world, and men loved the darkness
rather than the Light, for their deeds were evil.” Judah cried out to the
trees, rocks, sun, and earthly things, not to God. God said, “Call to Me
and | will answer you, and | will tell you great and mighty things, which
you do not know" {Jer. 33:3).

Judah claimed to be God's children, but they did not practice their faith
to the Lord. 2 Chronicles 29:6 says, “For our fathers have been
unfaithful and have done evil in the sight of the Lord our God, and have
forsaken Him and turned their faces away from the dwelling place of the
Lord, and have turned their backs.” To believe in something other than
God or to believe in something other than God's word is a terrible,
terrible situation. Judah tried to hold God's law or the Bible in their left
hand while holding their own will in their right hand. The cutcome was
sin. Jesus said, “No one, after putting his hand to the plow and looking

back is fit for the kingdom of God"(Lk. 9:62). Too many Christians claim
to believe in Jesus, to love Jesus, but have their hands on others tools.
We need revival. We have no other choice.

After Ahaz died, Hezekiah became king of Judah. “He did right in the
sight of the Lord, according to all that his father David had done”(v. 2).
Every individual needs to be clean. They meed to decide in favor of God
by practicing their faith. “In the first year of his reign, in the first month,
he opened the doors of the house of the Lord and repaired them”(v. 3).
God's people need to come together to worship, and they need to do so
rightly. They need strong doors based on Scripture. "He brought in the
priests and the Levites and gathered them into the square on the cast.
Then he said to them, ‘Listen to me, O Levites. Conseerate yourselves
now, and consecrate the house of the Lord, the God of your
fathers'"{vv. 4&5). God's people need to be haly inside and outside in
order to worship Him. Hezekiah also said, "carry the uncleanness out
from the holy place”(v. 5).

Let us open our hearts for our church. We need the Light from
heaven. We need to clean this church. There are too many things of
earthly importance, like reputation, fame, and respect, that dirty our
church. Our entire church organization needs cleaning. We need to find
the cross in every section and every corner. We need to make sure that
the word of Ged is the focal point everywhere. We need to throw out
the bad things. “So the priests went in to the inner part of the house of
the Lord to cleanse it, and every unclean thing which they found in the
temple of the Lord, they brought out to the court of the house of the
Lord. Then the Levites received it to carry out to the Kidron valley”(v.
16). Like Judah, we need to seriously clean up our outside and inside
temple.

Proverbs 4:23 says, "Watch over your heart with all diligence, for from
it flow the springs of life.” Dedicate your heart to the Lord. Too many
Christians profess Christ with their mouth, but not their hearts. Jesus
said, “Behold, | stand at the door and knock; if anyone hears My voice
and opens the door, | will come in to him and will dine with him, and he
with Me"(Rev. 3:20). Jesus is outside. We need to open the door, open
our hearts. We need the Holy Spirit to come in so that we can dwell in
kingdom life. Amazing things will happen. Psalm 19:12 & 13 say, “Who
can discern his errors? Acquit me of hidden faults. Also keep back Your
servant from presumptuous sins; let them not rule over me; then | shall
be blameless, and | shall be acquitted of great transgression.”

My dear friends, we need a revival. Qur church needs cleansing, not
only our church but also our country and our families. The Korean family
is breaking. Many of our children now go overseas for educational
opportunities. Alse, many husband and wives separate for job training
and careers. Our divorce rate is rising. We are facing unusual situations.
Whether the break-ups are good or bad, we need God. We have to
open the doors of our hearts, and our church needs to open its doors to
preach only the Word of God, only the gospel, and not be concerned
with other things. “Will You not Yourself revive us again, that Your
people may rejoice in You?"(Psalm 86:6). Accept Jesus Christ as your
Savior. Truly become a child of God. God said, when “My people who
are called by My name humble themselves and pray and seek My face
and turn from their wicked ways, then | will hear from heaven, will
forgive their sin and will heal their land”(2 Chron 7:14). God bless you,
please come home. |
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