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DISCIPLE PETER

“But Peter said, “Man, I do not know what you are talking about.”
Immediately, while he was still speaking, a rooster crowed. “'The Lord turned and looked at Peter
And Peter remembered the word of the Lord, how He had told him, “Before a rooster crows today,
you will deny Me three times.” “’And he went out and wept bitterly. (Luke 22:60~62)

or more than three years Peter walked and talked with Jesus

Christ. He left his family and work to be with Jesus. He invested
his life in Jesus because he believed He was the Messiah. He even
confessed Jesus as the Son of God. In today's Bible verses we find
Peter denying his Master because his circumstances and
surroundings had changed for the worse. Tough times had started
and even harder ones were coming for all the disciples of Jesus. In
the beginning of Christ's ministry, the Jewish people loved Him, but
as time passed the religious leaders became jealous and started
hating Him. The high priests, scribes, and Pharisees eventually
made the decision to kill Him, Of course, Jesus knew the polities of
the situation. During His last supper, He told His disciples, “| have
earnestly desired to eat this Passover with you before | suffer”(Lk.
22:156). Jesus knew the cross was at hand. He'even told His
disciples that one of them was going to betray Him, “But behold,
the hand of the one betraying Me is with Mine on the table”(Lk.
22:21). What's amazing is that Jesus warned Peter, also referred to
as Simon, "Simon, Simon, behold, Satan has demanded permission
to sift you like wheat"{Lk. 22:31). Peter told Jesus very boldly,
“Lord, with You | am ready to go both to prison and to death!”(Lk.
22:33). Jesus quickly told Peter, “| say to you, Peter, the rooster will
not crow today until you have denied three times that you know
Me"{Lk. 22:34). Indeed, as Jesus prophesied, and as today's Bible
verses confirm, by the time the rooster crowed on that early
morning Peter had denied Jesus three times. Peter turned out to be
a great disciple, courageously spreading the gospel to others. What
changed this denying disciple into such a dynamic Christian?

Jesus' prayer changed Peter's soul. Jesus prayed for Peter, “but |
have prayed for you, that your faith may not fail; and you, when
once you have turned again, strengthen your brothers”(Lk. 22:32). It
wasn't Peter's goodness, personality, or self-determination that
changed him. Jesus prayed for Peter and God answered His prayer.
The Lord's prayer turned Peter into a very powerful disciple. It
enabled Peter to take on the huge job of sharing the good news
with others and encouraging them to hold on to their faith. Did you
know that when you as a believer falter and fail and try to recover,
Jesus prays for you? Jesus now intercedes for us in heaven,
“Therefore He is able also to save forever those who draw near to
God through Him, since He always lives to make intercession for
them”(Heb. 7:25). Satan always desires to defeat all believers.
Jesus was concerned for Peter when he was tempted, just as He is
concerned for you. Jesus is even concerned for non-believers, “I do
not ask on behalf of these alone, but for those also who believe in
Me through their word"(Jn. 17:20). Jesus prays for His tempted
ones, so don't be depressed. Peter lost his battle with temptation,
but his faith didn’t fail because Jesus Christ prayed for him. Jesus
commissioned him to strengthen the others after His death. Peter
became a key spokesman at Pentecost, proclaiming Christ in the
same place where they crucified His master. He was a lifelong
preacher of Christ crucified.

The precise time of the rooster crowing changed Peter’s heart.

When Peter heard the sound of the rooster, he remembered what
Jesus had told him. Someone asked him for the third time if he was
connected to Jesus, and he said, "'Man, | do not know what you are
talking about." Immediately, while he was still speaking, a rooster
crowed” (Lk. 22:60). Peter had just hours before proclaimed his
loyalty to Jesus, but when the tough time came, he denied Him.
Jesus specifically told him, not anyone else, that this was going to
happen. What's amazing is that the rooster crowed exactly at the
right time! Not a moment too early or a moment too late, but this
particular rooster crowed at the precise prophetic time. Obviously,
there are a few good things we can say about the rooster. He is
éarly to rise, and goes about his God-given task. He does his werk
without praise. He awakens sleepers with the good news of a new
day, and he never tires with the same routine. God used a particular
rooster to bring Peter to repentance. His timely crowing reminded
Peter of his promises to Jesus. His crowing also reminded Peter of
the Lord’s promises to him. Indeed, God works in mysterious ways.
This small animal performed a mighty service. Sometimes it's the
little things that wake up your soul.

Jesus Christ's powerful look at Peter changed his mind, “The Lord
turned and looked at Peter. And Peter remembered the word of the
Lord, how He had told him, ‘Before a rooster crows today, you will
deny Me three times. And he went out and wept bitterly” (Lk.
22:61~62). Can you imagine how much Jesus loved Peter? Do you
realize how much Jesus loves you? With all the terrible things
happening to Him, Jesus still loved, cared, and was concerned
about Peter. We can only speculate about the look that Jesus gave
Peter. Was it a look of rebuke, pity, or perhaps grief? No matter the
type of facial expression, we know it was powerful. The heart of
Jesus was communicated to His beloved disciple through a look, It
was His look that broke Peter's heart and sent him crying. Jesus’
look penetrated so deeply to cause Peter to confess his wrong-
doings and repent. Peter was down that denying day but he was not
out. The love of Christ drove him back and gave him wonderful
hope.

My dear friends, God met Peter as he was and made him what he
ought to be, and He wants to do the same for you and me. Even if
you fail Him, He still loves you. Jesus prays for you because He
loves you so much. His precise timing for all the things happening in
your life is trustworthy. Although His eyes watch over you carefully,
you are not able to see them right now like Peter, but God has given
you His word and His Spirit to penetrate deeply within and change
you. Peter went on to write two books within the New Testament, |
Peter and 2 Peter, where he emphasized Jesus and His cross. He
exhorts and warns us, "Therefore humble yourselves under the
mighty hand of God, that He may exalt you at the proper time,
casting all your anxiety on Him, because He cares for you. Be of
sober spirit, be on the alert. Your adversary, the devil, prowls around
like a roaring lion, seeking someone to devour”(1 Pet. 5:6~8). Even
if you falter or fail, please hold on to your faith in Jesus no matter
what, and He will never falter or fail you. Amen. i
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