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| Sermon for Next Sunday ||

THE REASON CHRISTIANS DO NOT WORRY

@ “Dot not let your heart be troubled; believe in God, believe also in Me. ®In My Father’s house are many
dwelling places; if it were not so, I would have told you; for I go to prepare a place for you.
®Philip said to Him, “Lord, show us the Father, and it is enough for us.” * Jesus said to him,
“Have I been so long with you, and yet you have not come to know Me, Philip?

He who has seen Me has seen the Father; how can you say, ‘Show us the Father’?

(John 14:1~9)

uring the end of Jesus' earthly ministry, His personal
Dconversations with Peter, Thomas, and Philip show us their
troubled spirits. These men lived with Jesus day and night for over
three years. They heard His preaching, witnessed His miracles, and
even received private instructions from Him. One would think that
they, of all people, would be the finest examples of true Christians.
Yet, as Jesus' cross drew near, their love and loyalty faded. They
literally flunked Christianity 101! How can you and | survive this life
without worry when the disciples worried?

As Jesus talked with His disciples about His departure, Peter asked,
“Lord, where are You going?” and Jesus responded, “Where | go, you
cannot follow Me now; but you will follow later.”(Jn. 13:36) Peter said,
“Lord, why can | not follow You right now? | will lay down my life for
You."(Jn. 13:37) Jesus told Peter, “Will you lay down your life for Me?
Truly, truly, | say to you, a rooster will not crow until you deny Me three
times."(Jn. 13:38) Although Peter was worried about being separated
from Jesus, Jesus revealed to Peter an even bigger concern. Jesus
was not only telling him that He was about to leave, but also that Peter
would reject Him before He even left. Don’t you think Peter should be
worried? No believer wants to be away from Jesus, yet alone reject
Him, because not being with Him or rejecting Him means we are
joining with the devil. Even in Peter’s situation, today's message is
about Christians not worrying.

As Jesus talked with His disciples about heaven, Thomas got
worried, For Thomas, seeing was very important to believing, and his
trouble came when he could not see. Jesus told him, “And you know
the way where | am going.”(v. 4) Thomas said to Jesus, “Lord, we do
not know where You are going, how do we know the way?"(v. 5)
Thomas could not see where Jesus was going, he could not see the
way. Jesus told him, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life; no one
comes to the Father but through Me."(v. 8) Thomas' vision of the
future was dimmed, which created a feeling of lostness in him. He
was scared because Jesus was talking about leaving, and he would not
physically be able to see Jesus. Most Christians have the same
problem. They are looking for earthly things, not heavenly things. They
follow Christ to see the purpose of living, but if they cannot see how
Jesus' life gives meaning to their existence, then they get worried.
Even in Thomas' situation, today's message is about Christians not
worrying.

As Jesus continued to talk with His disciples about heaven, Philip
worried too. Jesus said, “If you had known Me, you would have known
My Father also; from now on you know Him, and have seen Him."(v. 7)
Philip said to Him, “Lord, show us the Father, and it is enough for
us."(v. 8) Jesus said to him, “Have | been so long with you, and yet

you have not come to know Me, Philip? He who has seen Me has seen
the Father; how can you say, ‘Show us the Father?'(v. 9) Philip did not
seem to grasp the basic concept of Jesus’ being. He was confused. He
had seen Jesus, but thought he had never seen the Father. Even in
Philip's situation, today’s message is about Christians not worrying.

How is it possible for Christians not to worry when those closest
with the Son of God experienced worry? Everyone who looks for truth
in earthly things will not find peace. Jesus clearly said, "Do not let your
heart be troubled; believe in God -+ (v 1) If you trust God you will
get all the answers you need and have nothing to worry about ever.
This is the answer for all people. Today's families, churches, and
communities are headed in the wrong direction_because they do not
really trust God. They will pray. “Lord, help me”, but they actually trust
in their own power, methods, and principles. Their lack of faith makes
them lose direction. What direction? The direction toward heaven!
Earthly success is temporary, not eternal. Why do you worry? You
worry because you are going after earthly success.

Jesus also said, "believe also in Me."(v. 1) If you believe in the real
God, then you trust His Son. Every Jewish person proclaims to trust
God because it is the principle of their religion, but they actually do not
trust God. They trust their own pride, their pride of the Law, not God.
Throughout the Old Testament, the Jewish people always grumbled at
God. How could they trust His Son, the Word that became Flesh, when
they could not trust the Father? Jesus wanted to lead them to His
Father, but they did not believe it. The bottom line is that if you really
trust God and Jesus then you do not have any trouble going to heaven.
If your heart is not humble and pure, then your deep insides will desire
earthly things, your own things, and not gadly things. The present
trouble of Peter. Thomas, Philip, and the rest of the disciples arose
from not truly believing in God. The command from Jesus is to
exercise a true belief, and realize that the presence of the Father is
manifested in the person of the Son.

If Jesus is going to prepare everything for you, why should you be
worried? He told the disciples, “In My Father's house are many
dwelling places; if it were not so, | would have told you; for | go to
prepare a place for you. If | go and prepare a place for you, | will come
again and receive you to Myself, that where | am, there you may be
also."(vv. 2~3) Jesus already left this earth, and is right now readying
things in heaven for you. He is coming back and will open the door of
heaven for everyone who believes. He is the builder and revealer of
heaven. He is also its perfecter and guide to it. So, my dear friend, are
you still worried? If so, it is simply because you do not trust God and
Jesus, only yourself. Trust in the Lord God and you will have no reason
to worry. i
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