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Sermon forNext Sunday

THE PRAYER OF JABEZ

@ Jabez was more honorable than his brothers, and his mother named him Jabez saying,
“Because I bore him with pain.” ""Now Jabez called on the God of Israel, saying,
“Oh that You would bless me indeed and enlarge my border, and that Your hand might be with me,
and that You would keep me from harm that it may not pain me!”
And God granted him what he requested. (1 Chronicles 4:9~10)

ho was Jabez? His name is mentioned under the

J genealogical record of Judah, one of the twelve tribes,
which clearly indicates that he was of the tribe of Judah. Not
many people pay attention to these verses because of their
location within a long line of other names. So, Jabez is very
easy to miss because there is no mention of him anywhere
else in the Scriptures. All we know about him is found in
today’s two verses, which begin by telling us that he was more
honorable than his brothers, and that his name means
pain/sorrow, “Jabez was more honorable than his brothers,
and his mother named him Jabez saying, ‘Because | bore him
with pain’“(1 Chr. 4:9). We do not know why he was more
honorable than his brothers, but we do know that his mother
gave him this name because she must have had a very difficult
delivery. All women experience labor pains in childbirth, so her
pain had to be above and beyond the norm. Regardiess of his
terrible name, he was a praying man, “Now Jabez called on
the God of Israel”(1 Chr. 4:10). Prayer is powerful. Look at
Jesus' life, “In the days of His flesh, He offered up both
prayers and supplications with loud crying and tears to the One
able to save Him from death, and He was heard because of
His piety”(Heb. 5:7). Do you pray like that? Jesus prayed.
“Father, | thank You that You have heard Me. | knew that You
always hear Me; but because of the people standing around |
said it, so that they may believe that You sent Me"(Jn.
11:41~42). Right after this prayer, Lazarus rose from the dead.
Jesus also taught His disciples that certain demons cannot
come out of people except by prayer, “This kind cannot come
out by anything but prayer”(Mk. 9:29). Prayer is a necessary
and valuable communication tool that all Christians need to
utilize. The key is trusting God through prayer. Let's look at the
prayer of Jabez.

Jabez prayed, “Oh that You would bless me indeed and
enlarge my border”(1 Chr. 4:10). He wanted God to extend his
border. He was weak and many enemies had come against
Israel, resulting in the loss of land. Jabez request to God was
both defensive and offensive. Remember God's promise in His
commission to Joshua, “Now it came about after the dead of
Moses the servant of the LORD, that the LORD spoke to
Joshua the son of Nun, Moses' servant, saying, ‘Moses My
servant is dead; now therefore arise, cross this Jordan, you
and all this people, to the land which | am giving to them, to
the sons of Israel. -~ Have | not commanded you? Be strong
and courageous! Do not tremble or be dismayed, for the LORD
your God is with you wherever you go'“(Josh, 1:1~9). Jabez

wanted God's blessing. Like Jabez, we need to never give up
or lose faith. James 1:12 says, "Blessed is a man who
perseveres under trial; for once he has been approved, he will
receive the crown of life which the Lord has promised to those
who love Him.” Like Jabez, we need to pray with faith.

Jabez prayed, “and that Your hand might be with me"(1 Chr.
4:10). Jabez asked for God's power. He didn't want to rely on
the power of his own hands; he wanted to rely on the power
of God's hand. He depended on God. God’'s hand is all
powerful, “And a leper came to Him and bowed down before
Him, and said, 'Lord, if You are willing, You can make me
clean.” Jesus stretched out His hand and touched him, saying,
‘I am willing; be cleansed.’ And immediately his leprosy was
cleansed” (Mt. 8:2~3). Do you believe it? Do you see how
much power is in the hand of God? Much prayer brings much
power, and little prayer brings little power. This church has all
kinds of meetings all the time, and in each meeting we need
God’s power, which means we need to pray!

Jabez prayed, "and that You would keep me from harm that
it may not pain me”(1 Chr. 4:10}. Jabez asked God for peace.
God gives peace, “These things | have spoken to you, so that
in Me you may have peace. In the world you have tribulation,
but take courage; | have overcome the world”(Jn. 16:33). No
matter where we live on this earth we are going to face
difficulties and problems, but if we pray, God will give us
peace. Jesus reassured His disciples by saying, “Peace be
with you"(Jn. 20:19~21). Jabez expressed a petition that God
would keep him from evil. Jesus taught His disciples to pray.
"And do not lead us into temptation, but deliver us from
evil”(Mt. 6:13).

My dear friend, God promises us. “Ask, and it will be given
to you; seek, and you will find; knock, and it will be opened to
you. For everyone who asks receives, and he who seeks finds,
and to him who knocks it will be opened”{Mt. 7:7~8). God
promises that He will hear and respond to the prayers of His
people. Oh, He may not always give us what we ask for, when
we ask for it, in exactly the way that we asked, but He is the
source of every good and perfect gift. Therefore, we can trust
Him to answer our prayers by providing what He knows best
that we need in harmony with His will, just as He did with the
prayer of Jabez. Jabez prayed a true and earnest prayer. The
Bible tells us that something remarkable and supernatural
happened that would fill Jabez with hope, certainty and joy,
“And God granted him what he requested”(1 Chr. 4:10),
Amen. H
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