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| Sermon for Next Sunday |

DAY OF YOUR ACCOUNT

“"For not one of us lives for himself, and not one dies for himself; ®for if we live, we live for the Lord, or if we die,
we die for the Lord; therefore whether we live or die, we are the Lord’s. " For to this end Christ died and lived
lagain], that He might be Lord both of the dead and of the living. "”But you, why do you judge your brother? Or
you again, why do you regard your brother with contempt? For we shall all stand before the judgment seat of God.
U For it is written, “AS I LIVE, SAYS THE LORD, EVERY KNEE SHALL BOW TO ME, AND EVERY TONGUE
SHALL GIVE PRAISE TO GOD.” "So then each one of us shall give account of himself to God.” (Romans 14:7-.

12)

hristians claim to live and die for the Lord, but sadly most do not.

Are you really living for the Lord, and if you die, will you be really
dying for Him? Have you given much thought toward the day of your
account? Too often Christians criticize and evaluate others, forgetting
that this is the Lord's job. All, whether weaker or stronger, will have
their lives (accounts) judged by God. We all know that if we owe
something, it is our duty to pay it back. If we break the law, we have to
pay the penalty: Galatians 6:7 tells us, "Do not be deceived, God is not
mocked: for whatever a man sows, this he will also reap.” Many
Christians say, “| live and die for the Lord,” but are you really doing it?
Take a good look at what you are doing because "every careless word
that people speak; they shall give an accounting for it in the day of
judgment”(Mt. 12:36). You need to get serious about your account, and
make sure it is in order for the day is coming when God will judge it.

You cannot cancel your accounting date. Hebrews 2:3 says, "how
will we escape if we neglect so great a salvation?” Jesus Christ, the
Son of God, came down to this world and died for all sin, so that your
debt could be paid in full. No one can disregard God's grace without
penalty. Death is unavoidable. Whether you are weak or strong, rich or
poor, famous or unknown, you will die. The Bible clearly states, “it is
appointed for men to die once and after this comes judgment” (Heb.
9:27). God promises that you only have to die once, but after that, you
have to face His judgment, “Rejoice, young man, during your
childhood, and let your heart be pleasant during the days of young
manhood. And follow the impulses of your heart and the desires of
your eyes, Yet know that God will bring you to judgment for all these
things"(Eccl. 11:9). God will scrutinize everything about you on your
account day. You cannot postpone or avoid it. As such, you should not
pretend it would not happen. You should start living as if it would
happen any moment!

You will receive either a prize or a punishment for your account. Just
like the story Jesus told about the talents, those who make use of
God's gift will be rewarded, and those who do not will be destroyed. In
the talent story, the master returned after a long time "and settled
accounts” with his slaves(Mt. 25:19). Those who were fruitful with
their masters talents received more, but the master said to the one
who was not, “You wicked, lazy slave, you knew that | reap where | did
not sow and gather where | scattered no seed” (Mt. 25:26). If you say
you work for God, but do nothing for Him, then the master is going to
say, "Throw out the worthless slave into the outer darkness; in that
place there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth” (Mt. 25:30). On the
other hand, if you really deny yourself by faith, then you will “obtain an
inheritance which is imperishable and undefiled and will not fade away,
reserved in heaven for you"(1 Pet. 1:4). Do you believe it? | believe it.
Everyone “will give account to Him who is ready to judge the living and
the dead,” and those in Christ will receive the prize.

You will stand individually before God. Romans 14:12 says, “So then
each one of us will give an account of himself to God." People tend to

think that when they die or Christ returns they will be standing in a
group of millions, and therefore God will not look so closely at their
account. Our Ged is an Almighty God, and He calls each one of us to
stand before Him, “For we must all appear before the judgment seat
of Christ, so that each one may be recompensed for his deeds in the
body, according to what he has done, whether good or bad”(2 Cor.
5:10). You need to prepare for this day. You need to know how you are
going to answer to the Lord. Are you ready now to respond?

You cannot answer for other people, nor can other people answer for
you on the day of your account. Your mother, father, husband, wife,
lawyer, doctor, and friends cannot help you. No one can help you on
this day because God holds the final accounting book, “And | saw the
dead, the great and the small, standing before the throne, and books
were opened; and another book was opened, which is the book of life;
and the dead were judged from the things which were written in the
books, according to their deeds. And the sea gave up the dead which
were in it, and death and Hades gave up the dead which were in them;
and they were judged, every one of them according to their
deeds”(Rev. 20:12-13). My dear friend, | am asking you now, are you
sure you are living for the Lord, and if you are dying, are you dying for
the Lord? The Bible is very clear that no one, not even your pastor, can
answer for you.

You cannot deny your account. Everything, including your motives,
will be clearly in the open. 1 Corinthians 4:5 says, “Therefore do not go
on passing judgment before the time, but wait until the Lord comes
who will both. bring to light the things hidden in the darkness and
disclose the motives of men’s hearts; and then each man's praise will
come to him from God.” Nothing can be hidden, so you have no
excuse. God will reveal all your secrets. You cannot say, “| do not
remember whether | did that,” because it is written down.
Ecclesiastes 12:14 reminds us, “For God will bring every act to
judgment, everything which is hidden, whether it is good or evil." Your
accounting record will be valid.

The day of your account is when everything is finalized. If your name
is in the book of life, you will go on to eternal life. If your name is not in
the book of life, you will go on to eternal fire (see Rev. 20:15). 1
Timothy 5:24-25 says, “The sins of some men are quite evident, going
before them to judgment; for others, their sins follow after. Likewise
also, deeds that are good are quite evident, and those which are
otherwise cannot be concealed.” Proverbs 28:13 also reminds us, "He
who conceals his transgressions will not prosper, but he who
confesses and forsakes them will find compassion.” Please repent,
and do not judge others, "But you, why do you judge your brother? Or
you again, why do you regard your brother with contempt? For we will
all stand before the judgment seat of God"(Rom. 14:10). If you do not
deny yourself, you cannot live or die for Jesus. He is writing everything
down for the day of your account. Make that day a wonderful day by
really living and dying for Jesus. i
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