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| Sermon for Next Sunday |

ONE SPECIAL OPEN DOOR

“I know your deeds. Behold, I have put before you an open door which no one can shut,
because you have a little power, and have kept My word, and have not denied My name.”
(Revelation 3:8)

esus Christ, who is holy, who is true, who has the key of David,

who opens and no one will shut, and who shuts and no one opens,
gave today’s Bible message to the church in Philadelphia. He told
them, “| have put before you an open door”. He made this special door
available for salvation, for reaching God the Father in heaven. He is the
door, “Truly, truly, | say to you, | am the door of the sheep”(Jn. 10:7).
Jesus Christ is the only way to salvation, "I am the door; if anyone
enters through Me, he will be saved, and will go in and out and find
pasture”(Jn. 10:9). You have to get in through this door, or else you are
not safe. If you enter this door, Jesus will protect you and supply all
your needs. He provides earthly and heavenly blessings. He tells us,
"All autherity has been given to Me in heaven and on earth”(Mt.
28:18). This world has so many different doors that you can walk
through, like department store doors, church doors, and even bar room
doors. You need to know that between heaven and earth there is only
one door-Jesus Christ!

Your time in this world is passing, and the end times are near, but
right now Jesus makes available to His church this wonderful open
door opportunity. Many of today’s churches, like the world, try to
introduce other doors. Do not be fooled, there is only one door. The
Apostle Paul tells us, “for a wide door for effective service has opened
to me, and there are many adversaries”(1 Cor. 16:9). Whoever comes
in the open door can find rest, but many people do not. Jesus endows
everyone for salvation through His church, but the church is not
emphasizing this door. They are calling attention to physical blessings
at the expense of spiritual blessings. God gave us this opportunity, but
soon this door is going to close. Right now, the door of the gospel, the
church of Jesus Christ, is open wide, "l also say to you that you are
Peter, and upon this rock | will build My church; and the gates of Hades
will not overpower it. | will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven;
and whatever you bind on earth shall have been bound in heaven, and
whatever you loose on earth shall have been loosed in heaven”(Mt.
16:18-19). This rock, the divine revelation and profession of faith in
Christ, is very powerful. It enables the church to open and close earthly
and heavenly treasures. Church members may change things, but
Jesus Christ will never change. He holds the door widely open for
salvation. Therefore, do not be deceived. Many people leave the
church because of sufferings caused by other people, but the doors of
the church of Jesus Christ are widely open for believers to pray and
worship Him.

Jesus opened this special door for you, and He wants you to witness
it to others. Paul tells us, “Devote yourselves to prayer, keeping alert in
it with an attitude of thanksgiving; praying at the same time for us as
well, that God will open up to us a door for the word, so that we may

speak forth the mystery of Christ, for which | have also been
imprisened”(Col. 4:2-3). The door is always open through the Word of
God; like today's sermon. Paul asked his people, "and pray on my
behalf, that utterance may be given to me in the opening of my mouth,
to make known with boldness the mystery of the gospel”{Eph. 6:19).
God is the One who opens the door for witnessing to believers, “Then
Philip opened his mouth, and beginning from this Scripture he
preached Jesus to him"{Acts 8:35). Peter also experienced God's open
door policy, as he preached Jesus to the house of Cornelius (Acts
10:33&34). Satan is not interested in people who preach themselves,
but he is extremely concerned about those who preach the Bible's
gospel, “For we do not preach ourselves but Christ Jesus as Lord, and
ourselves as your bondservants for Jesus' sake”(2 Cor. 4:5).

Jesus opens believers' hearts, “A woman named Lydia, from the city
of Thyatira, a seller of purple fabrics, a worshiper of God, was listening;
and the Lord opened her heart to respond to the things spoken by
Paul”"{Acts 16:14). The Emmaus disciples testified, “Were not our
hearts burning within us while He [Jesus] was speaking to us on the
road, while He was explaining the Scriptures to us?"(Lk. 24:32) An
open heart of a believer is filled with love. 1 John 3:23 says, “This is
His commandment, that we believe in the name of His Son Jesus
Christ, and love one another, just as He commanded us.” No one can
truly love another without Jesus Christ in his or her heart. 1 John 3:14
tells us, “We know that we have passed out of death into life, because
we love the brethren. He who does not love abides in death.” When
Jesus enters your heart, you begin to truly love other people. If your
heart is open to God, God will fill it with His Holy Spirit, and He will live
in your heart and you will live in His forever, “We have come to know
and have believed the love which God has for us. God is love, and the
one who abides in love abides in God, and God abides in him"(1 Jn.
4:16).

Today is Reformation Sunday. During the 16th century, the church
emphasized human authority over Jesus Christ. God used Martin
Luther to help reform that situation. The church of Jesus Christ needs
to be fully awake now. The end times are nearing. Jesus is the one
special open door that offers true salvation. Whatever He opens, no
one can shut, and whatever He closes, no one can open. He is going to
close His special door very soon. He gave this door to the church, and
we must make sure that we do not block it in any way, but help
maintain its wide opening. Believers have the opportunity to walk
through this open door and share the wonders of God's grace with
others. Have you walked through this door yet? Are you proclaiming
Jesus Christ with your mouth? Is your heart open to love God and
others? 4
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