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Sermon for Next Sunday

| Sermon for Next Sunday ||

JESUS CHRIST AFTER THE FIRST COMMUNION

C9While they were eating, Jesus took some bread, and after a blessing, He broke it and gave it
to the disciples, and said, “Take, eat; this is My body.” “*”And when He had taken a cup

and given thanks, He gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you; -

“Keep watching and praying that you may not enter into temptation;

the spirit is willing, but the flesh is we

" “He went away again a second time and prayed, saying,

“My Father, if this cannot pass away unless I drink it, Your will be done.”
(Matthew 26:26~42)

esus established Communion with His disciples during
J the Passover meal, "While they were eating, Jesus took
some bread, and after a blessing, He broke it and gave it to
the disciples, and said, “Take eat; this is My body.” And
when He had taken a cup and given thanks, He gave it to
them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you; for this is My blood
of the covenant, which is poured out for many for
forgiveness of sins.”(vv. 26~28) The first Communion was a
preview of the cross for Jesus' disciples, but it is a memory
for us. It is a time for us to remember our Savior's death
and anticipate His return, "But | say to you, | will not drink
of this fruit of the vine from now on until that day when |
drink it new with you in My Father's kingdom."({v. 29) Qur
eventual reunion with all its joy and fellowship will take
place with Jesus in heaven. Until that day, Jesus wants us
to remember Him in this special way. Let's look at the
biblical picture of Jesus that develops following the first
Communion to help us further appreciate His sacrifice.

The Bible gives us a picture of a singing Savior, "After
singing a hymn, they went out to the Mount of Olives."(v.
30) Jesus sang at His Table that night. After He blessed and
thanked God for both the bread and the cup, He sang a
hymn. It is believed that the song was one of thanksgiving.
Christ's thankfulness during Communion is a mystery of
grace. Only those blessed with Christ's love can understand
such a beautiful heart. His sincere thankfulness for the
coming cross, even with all its pain and suffering, was
centered on the availability of salvation to the entire world.
When we reach our eternal destination, we will indeed sing
a new song, "And they sang a new song, saying, ‘Worthy
are You to take the book and to break its seals; for You were
slain, and purchased for God with Your blood men from
every tribe and tongue and peace and nation.’”(Rev. 5:9)
Every Communion service should give us a song of praise
because Christ paid for us with His precious blood.

The Bible also gives us a picture of a sorrowing Savior,
“Then Jesus came with them to a place called

Gethsemane, and said to His disciples, ‘Sit here while | go
over there and pray.” And He took with Him Peter and the
two sons of Zebedee, and began to be grieved and
distressed. Then He said to them, "My Soul is deeply
grieved, to the point of death; remain here and keep watch
with Me.""(vv. 36~38) The closeness of the coming cross
breaks in on Jesus. He recognizes the pain, shame, and
suffering that awaits Him. He understands that He will soon
be called to fulfill Isaiah's prophecy, “But He was pierced
through for our transgressions, He was crushed for our
iniquities; the chastening for our well-being fell upon Him,
and by His scourging we are healed."(Is. 53:5) Today some
of you may leave this service to face unknown sorrow. You
may have to go through what you did not think you would.
You may have to go through what you did not think you
could. Please remember that Jesus is with us in our sorrow
He understands your sorrowing and He cares deeply for
you.

The Bible gives us a picture of a submissive Savior, “He
went away again a second time and prayed, saying, ‘My
Father, if this cannot pass away unless | drink it, Your will
be done.'"(v. 42) These beautiful words are some of the
most difficult words to pray. We want our will so much of
the time that it is hard to pray for God's will. Praying for
God’s will to be done in your life is a submission to the
cross. How long has it been since you uttered such words?
How long has it been since you prayed with a submissive
heart?

My dear friend, will you leave this Communion table more
like Jesus? Will you leave with a song of thanksgiving in
your heart for Jesus' love? Will you face your sorrows
relying on Jesus' understanding and compassion to see you
through? Will you deny yourself, take your cross, and follow
Jesus? | wonder what picture of Jesus Christ is developing
in you for others to see. Please come to today's
Communion with sincerity and seriousness. Examine
yourself, repent, and remember Jesus as your Savior. 4
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