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| Sermon for Next Sunday ||

UNCONQUERABLE CHURCH

““And to the angel of the church in Smyrna write: The first and the last, who was dead, and has come to life, says this: ‘I
know your tribulation and your poverty (but you are rich), and the blasphemy by those who say they are Jews and are not,
but are a synagogue of Satan. "? ‘Do not fear what you are about to suffer. Behold, the devil is about to cast some of you into
prison, so that you will be tested, and you will have tribulation for ten days. Be faithful until death, and I will give you the

crown of life. " ‘He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches. He who overcomes will not be hurt by

the

P

church that is faithful to Jesus Christ is an unconquerable church.

In today’s Bible passage, Jesus gives a message to the church in

Smyrna. Smyrna was a seaport city known for its emperor
worship. It was the center of the imperial cult of Rome. The church in
Smyrna faced extreme cultural and political difficulties, yet it remained
faithful to Jesus Christ. It was an invincible church because Jesus Christ
was the center of its worship, not what was popular in the world.

Jesus mentioned to this church that He was, “The first and the last,
who was dead, and has come to life”{v. 8) He wanted this church to
remember His eternal presence and power, so that they could take
comfort in Him. He wanted them to stay faithful, even though they were
going through hard times. He told them, "I know your tribulation and your
poverty (but you are rich), and the blasphemy by those who say they are
Jews and are not, but are a synagogue of Satan”(v. 9) Jesus was aware of
their situation. As a Christian, you know that following Jesus Christ means
you are going to face various hardships. Jesus knows exactly what is
happening with our church, He knows all our sufferings. He knows all
about our troubles. | am sure that you did not think you would have to
face many of the tribulations you have, and that you did not think you
could have made it through them either. We are here now because Jesus
is with us. John 16:33 says, “These things | have spoken to you, so that
in Me you may have peace. In the world you have tribulation, but take
courage; | have overcome the world” That is Jesus talking! Do you
believe what He says?

Sometimes our tribulations are physical, and other times psychological,
and often times spiritual. All kinds of suffering come our way, but you and
| know that Jesus already suffered first. With Him, we have a heavenly
future. He died, resurrected, ascended, and is coming again. He is the
King of kings! As a church and as individual Christians, we are going to
face trouble, but Jesus backs us up one hundred percent! (100%) No
matter the poverty, in Christ we are spiritually rich. Many people will insult
you and this church, thinking we are dumb and blind, but in God's eyes
we are wise and insightful. Even though individually we may be just
surviving day by day with faith, we have to remember that eternal
richness is coming soon, “For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus
Christ, that though He was rich, yet for your sake He became poor, so
that you through His poverty might become rich”(2 Cor. 8:9) Amen.

When the Son of Ged, the Creator, incarnated here on earth, do you
know how great His poverty was? Do you realize how low He humbled
Himself? Jesus said, “The foxes have holes and the birds of the air have
nests, but the Son of Man has nowhere to lay His head”(Lk. 9:58)
Actually, Jesus was poorer than a bird, but He tells us, “Do not store up
for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust destroy, and
where thieves break in and steal. But store up for yourselves treasures in
heaven, where neither moth nor rust destroys, and where thieves do not
break in or steal”(Mt. 6:19&20) Jesus knows our poverty level here in this
world. Perhaps your home is not the biggest and the finest, or even this
church, but in the eyes of God we are rich. Perhaps some here right now

d death.’ (Re

2:8~11)

have barely enough food or money ta make it into tomorrow, but through
faith in Jesus Christ they have eternal riches. Perhaps some here right
now have too much food or money, in which case the Bible says,
"Instruct those who are rich in this present world not to be conceited or
to fix their hope on the uncertainty of riches, but on God, who richly
supplies us with all things to enjoy. Instruct them to do good, to be rich in
good works, to be generous and ready to share”(1 Tim. 6:17&18) Eternal
riches far outweigh material wealth, and whatever material wealth God
has chosen to give you, you must manage it wisely, like the primitive
church, through sharing and giving. Moses considered the reproach of
Christ greater riches than the treasures of Egypt.(Heb, 11:26) How about
you? Do you consider the tribulations of knowing Christ greater riches
than anything this world has to offer?

The Smyrna church was faithful while suffering. Jesus told them, "Do
not fear what you are about to suffer. Behold, the devil is about to cast
some of you into prison, so that you will be tested, and you will have
tribulation for ten days. Be faithful until death, and | will give you the
crown of life"(v. 10) Jesus did not want them to worry about future
troubles. "If the world hates you, you know that it has hated Me before it
hated you"({Jn. 15:18) Real Christians will suffer. The disciples and
apostles were martyred for Christ's sake, “They will make you outcasts
fram the synagogue, but an hour is coming for everyone who kills you to
think that he is offering service to God"(Jn. 16:2) Jesus asks us to be
faithful until death, at which time He will crown us with the crown of life!
Serving Christ brings a true reward. Please take courage in that
knowledge.

For the past nine years, | have been preaching the gospel here at
Choong Hyun. | have begged and pleaded with everyone who sits down
in these pews, | have cried over you, to accept that Jesus died for you. He
died for my sin. He saved my whole soul. He, alone, makes me His
eternal child. Without doubt, | truly confess that Jesus is the Christ, the
Son of the Living God. On that confession, Jesus said that He will build
His church. | hope this church trusts Jesus. He forgave us our sins. | hope
this church appreciates the cross. We must deny ourselves, take our
crosses, and follow Him all the way by faith, not by our own effort or
through our own knowledge and experience, but only faith. We must be
faithful to death. Jesus is looking at our hearts. His message today gives
us strength and encouragement to endure the pain until He comes or we
die. We don't have to fear suffering because Jesus has overcome. He
makes it possible for us to overcome, "He who has an ear, let him hear
what the Spirit says to the churches. He who overcomes will not be hurt
by the second death”(v. 11) What a blessing! What a wonderful
message! What a great opportunity! Please take this course in life, and
you will end up on heaven’s side. As a church, let us always be faithful to
Jesus Christ. As individuals, please be faithful to Jesus Christ. If our
church is faithful to Jesus Christ, it will be unconquerable. If each of us
stays faithful in this hard life to Jesus Christ, we will overcome death and
receive eternal life. Amen.
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