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Sermon for Next Sunday
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WHO IS THIS?

90n that day, when evening came, He said to them, “Let us go over to the other side.”
L eaving the crowd, they took Him along with them in the boat, just as He was; and other boats were
with Him. - “"And He said to them, “Why are you afraid? How is it that you have no faith?”
“!' They became very much afraid and said to one another,
“Who then is this, that even the wind and the sea obey Him?” (Mark 4:35~41)

fter a long day of preaching in a boat to a very large crowd

on land, Jesus instructed His disciples to sail Him to the
other side of the Sea of Galilee. He had spent the entire day
teaching in parables about the secrets of the kingdom of God. As
such, He was physically exhausted because of His humanity, and
fell asleep on a cushion in the back of the boat as soon as it set
sail. In the midst of their evening journey, “there arose a fierce
gale of wind, and the waves were breaking over the boat so much
that the boat was already filling up“(Mk. 4:37). The storm was
serious enough to scare Jesus’ disciples into waking Him up.
Jesus got up and rebuked the wind and said to the sea, “Hush, be
still.” And the wind died down and it became perfectly calm (Mk.
4:39). Jesus then said to His disciples, “Why are you afraid? How
is it that you have no faith?"(Mk. 4:40). After a full day of teaching
the crowd along with them, His disciples still didn’t comprehend
who He was. They started talking amongst themselves, and said
to one another, "Who then is this, that even the wind and the sea
obey Him?"(Mk. 4:41). They knew that He was greater than they
had originally thought. Let's look more closely at this whole
stormy event.

Why did the storm arise? Like Jesus, the disciples were also
tired and desired to get away from the crowd. They quickly and
obediently listened to Him when He said it was time to move on.
They followed His instructions. They were living within His law, so
why then all the trouble? In the Christian life, hard times come not
always as a consequence of our sins, but also because of our
obedience. In other words, real Christians who obey Jesus will
face tribulations, but these tribulations produce glory rather than
shame, “and if children, heirs also, heirs of God and fellow heirs
with Christ, if indeed we suffer with Him so that we may also be
glorified with Him" (Rom. 8:17). Jesus also faced the same storm
as His disciples, "For we do not have a high priest who cannot
sympathize with our weaknesses, but One who has been
tempted in all things as we are, yet without sin"(Heb. 4:15).
Difficult times in this life are inevitable, but if we follow Jesus
they will always generate glory.

Who knew about the storm? The Sea of Galilee is surrounded
by hills and valleys, and violent storms often occurred because
the valleys descending to the sea acted like wind tunnels. If the
disciples, many of whom were fishermen, had known that the
Sea of Galilee was going to be so rough they would have waited.
They departed in the calm of evening thinking all was well. To
them the storm was unexpected. When the storm hit, they woke
Jesus up and said to Him, “Teacher, do You not care that we are
perishing?"(Mk. 4:38). Do you think Jesus doesn’t care about you

when you think you are perishing? The disciple’s question was
asked outside the realm of faith. We should know that Jesus’
greatest demonstration of power occurs when He delays
intervening. Remember the story of Lazarus. Jesus knew His dear
friend was ill, and could have easily healed him, but He waited
until he died to perform an even greater miracle. He told His
disciples, “Lazarus is dead, and | am glad for your sakes that |
was not there, so that you may believe; but let us go to him"(Jn.
11:14~15). Jesus purposefully left the safe shores for the rocky
waves, so that His disciples could witness His complete power
over nature, You and | must have total faith! Don't analyze,
discuss, and contemplate the storms of life. Just trust Jesus! All
Christians proclaim that Jesus can handle the storms of life, but
when the storms come they fall apart. They start blaming Jesus
for their troubles. They start questioning His intentions. They get
angry with Him because He didn't act sconer. If you want peace
in the midst of turmoil, then just trust Jesus completely. He
knows about the storm.

What should you do in a storm? With faith, let Jesus
demonstrate His deity. Make no mistake that the storm stops in
response to Jesus immediately. After Jesus calmed the waves for
His disciples, after they got a glimpse of His almighty power, they
still questioned Him, “They became very much afraid and said to
one another, "Who then is this, that even the wind and the sea
obey Him?"(Mk. 4:41). Instead of being thankful and having
assurance, they held on to their own way of thinking. This is the
same problem with most of today’s Christians. We constantly
question our Lord in a derogatory manner. Our questions and
remarks aren't meant to glorify Him! Jesus is our Master. He is a
worthy Master who loves us more than our little minds can even
imagine. All we have to do is trust Him.

My dear friends, perhaps the disciples understood Jesus a little
more after the storm, but they still did not rely totally on Him. He
is the Master! He is the Master of all storms. He is the master of
all the world. He created this:world with His word, "And the Word
became flesh, and dwelt among us, and we saw His glory, glory
as of the only begotten fram the Father, full of grace and
truth”(Jn. 1:14). Please concentrate on Jesus Christ alone with
total faith. “For in Him all the fullness of Deity dwells in bodily
form, and in Him you have been made complete, and He is the
head over all rule and authority” (Col. 2:9~10). | want to challenge
you to live this life with faith in Jesus Christ alone. Who is Jesus
Christ to you? Is He really your Master? If so, then totally believe
in the Son of God by denying yourself, taking your cross, and
following Him. Amen. 4
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