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| sermon for Next Sunday ||

YOUR FAITH

£ A woman who had had a hemorrhage for twelve years, “and had endured much at the hands of
many physicians, and had spent all that she had and was not helped at all, but rather had grown worse -
“YBut the woman fearing and trembling, aware of what had happened to her, came and fell down before Him
and told Him the whole truth. “’And He said to her, “Daughter, your faith has made you well; go in peace
and be healed of your affliction.”(Mark 5:25~34)

o0 you believe Jesus? Do you believe God? If you are a true Christian,
Dthen where is the evidence of your faith? The woman in today's Bible
passage was very sick and very rich. She spent all her money visiting
doctors and hoping for recovery, but instead of getting better she grew
worse. This desperate woman explored many avenues of medicine but
nothing worked. She needed help. She was dying. In faith, she reached out
to Jesus. Her action and Jesus' reaction give proof to the power of faith.
Let’s look at this woman with spiritual eyes and see the amazing grace of
God at work.

This woman's sickness was of long duration and hopeless. The Bible tells
us that she was bleeding for twelve years, “A woman who had a
hemeorrhage for twelve years.”{v. 25) In the Jewish religion, 8 woman who
was bleeding out was not allowed to go to temple and worship, nor sleep
with her husband. The Old Testament described this situation as a
punishment from God. This sickness affected her whole life. She was
isolated, weak and had spent everything she had to try and get better. Her
bloed situation is the same as our sin situation. Sin is rooted in every
person’s heart and mind, just like this disease was rooted in the woman’s
body. No matter how much money, time, or sacrifice we give to get rid of
sin, in the end we lose because we die. Romans 6:12 says, “Therefore do
not let sin reign in your mortal body so that you obey its lusts.”

This woman's case was hopeless. The Bible tells us that she "endured
much at the hands of many physicians, and had spent all that she had and
was not helped at all, but rather had grown worse." (v. 26) She had plenty
of advice, but no real help. Have you ever heard of a hopeless case? The
wonderful news is that this woman heard about Jesus, “after hearing
about Jesus, she came up in the crowd behind Him and touched His
cloak.”(v. 27) You and | have the advantage of reading about Jesus every
day, but this woman only heard about Jesus. She heard and then acted
upon what she heard. Just like the little Jewish slave girl who had heard
about the prophet Elijah and shared her faith with her mistress to help the
leper Naaman{2Kgs. 5:1~4), and Andrew who had heard about the Messiah
from John and then shared his faith with his brother Simon{dn. 1:41~42),
and Philip who shared his faith in Jesus with Nathanael.(dn. 1:45) Every
time you bring even a little something to God, a big something can happen.
A lot of people need to hear that Jesus is alive. You've heard it, but where
is your faith? Jesus is able to do "exceeding abundantly beyond all that we
ask or think."”(Eph. 3:20) He is no different today than He was more than
2,000 years ago, “Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today and
forever.”"(Heb. 13:8) Just as He was there for this hopeless bleeding
woman, He is still here for you and me.

Like the bleeding woman, the multitudes still try to dissuade and deter
you from reaching Jesus. I'm sure many people in the crowd told this
woman to go away. |f her pride bothered her then she probably would
never have reached Jesus. She was hindered but not halted. Difficulties did
not discourage or disturb her because of her faith and desire. She
persevered and pressed through the crowd to get behind Him, and even

touched Him. Zaccheus had the same desire. He wanted to see Jesus but
couldn’t because of the crowds, so he climbed up a tree and when Jesus
got to that tree He called Zaccheus down to be with Him.(Lk. 19:3~6) Do
you have this kind of faith and desire?

The bleeding woman touched the garment of Jesus. Oh my goodness.
This woman actually thought, “If | just touch His garments, | will get
well."(v. 28) This was her faith. Hebrews 4:15 reminds us, “For we do not
have a high priest who cannot sympathize with our weaknesses, but One
who has been tempted in all things as we are, yet without sin.” This
woman did not approach Jesus with her past history and experiences, nor
with tears and excuses. She didn't speak a word before touching Jesus;
she just showed Him her faith. This action caused an immediate reaction.
A miracle took place! As soon as she touched Jesus' garment the bleeding
woman was healed, “Immediately the flow of her blood was dried up; and
she felt in her body that she was healed of her affliction.”(v. 29) The royal
official, who believed Jesus when He said, “Go; your son lives”(Jn. 4:50),
realized when he got home that his son was healed the moment Jesus
said so. The lame man from birth was also healed immediately when Peter
called on the name of Jesus(Acts 3:7), but the Bible also mentions slower
healings, like when Jesus healed the blind man in Bethsaida.(Mk. 8:22~26)
All the healings involved faith. Where is your faith? )

Jesus immediately knew upon being touched that the bleeding woman
was healed, “And He locked around to see the: woman who had done
this."(v. 32} Jesus turned around because He wanted to see this woman of
faith. He wants to see your faith too! He's not interested in anything else,
just your faith. No one else knew about the little touch, but just a little faith
is what Jesus wants to see. This verse really hits me hard, Even though
everybody was against Jesus, including His disciples, who told him that He
was basically crazy for asking them to find out who touched Him when
there were people all around Him {vv. 30~31), still wanted to see this one
little woman with pure faith.

My dear friend, | hope as your heart takes in this sermon that your pride
is not working. Please let Jesus see your faith. Don't come to Him with
excuses or exaggerations. He just wants to see your real faith. He is the
Lord and Savior. The bleeding woman'’s faith made her whole, “Daughter,
your faith has made you well; go in peace and be healed of your
affliction. " {v. 34) This woman was probably older than Jesus, but Jesus
still called her "Daughter”. She needed Jesus, and through her faith she
got Him. Real faith moves mountains, closes the lion's mouth, quenches
violent fire, opens jail doors, and can even raise the dead. Where is your
faith? Jesus loves this church and He loves you. I've been preaching in
this church for more than eleven years now that Jesus is the answer, He
is real. You have heard nothing but the gospel of Jesus Christ, the cross
for your sin from this pulpit for eleven years! Do you believe it? Are you
still looking for something else? Is fame, fortune, and fancy still your
desire? I'm asking you as sincerely and as deeply as | can, where is your
faith? W
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