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AT THE POOL OF BETHESDA

In Jerusalem there was a feast of the Jews. Everybody gathered
to Jerusalem for this big holiday. People came from all over.
Jesus came up from Galilee to attend. What’s so interesting is that
in this passage they talk about the pool of Bethesda, “Now there is
in Jerusalem by the sheep gate a pool, which is called in Hebrew
Bethesda, having five porticoes” (v. 2). Porticoes are colonnades or
cloisters that were probably used to shelter the sick. Bethesda was
known as the house of mercy because an angel of the Lord would
visit during certain seasons and touch the water, cleansing it for
miracle healings. All kinds of diseased people who were “sick,
blind, lame, and withered” would come and wait for the moving of
the waters (v. 3). Whoever stepped in to the pool first, after the
stirring of the water, was made well from whatever disease with
which he was afflicted. At this place, Jesus stood. He stood at the
well. Actually, He is the well, the original well. The Old Testament
tells us, “In that day a fountain will be opened for the house of
David and for the inhabitants of Jerusalem, for sin and for
impurity” (Zech. 13:1). Isn’t this prophecy exactly realized as
Jesus stands at the pool of Bethesda?

As the multitude of sick people lay around this pool of water,
Jesus” eyes caught one man who nobody else cared about. This
poor man had been sick for thirty-eight years. For thirty-eighty
long years he suffered and waited for the water of healing to touch
him. Don’t you think his condition was the worst possible? The
Bible tells us that Jesus saw him lying there “in that condition™ (v.
6). What wonderful eyes Jesus has to see! He looked at the widow
of Nine whose son had died and caught her, and he looked at
Zaccheaus in the tree and caught him. The Bible tells us, “these are
the eyes of the Lord which range to and fro throughout the earth™
(Zech. 4:10). Jesus sees the poor and sick people. Jesus caught
sight of the little man by the pool.

Jesus asked the sick man, “Do you wish to get well?” (v. 6).
What a wonderful question! Interestingly, the sick man didn’t
answer “yes” but instead said, “Sir, I have no man to put me into
the pool when the water is stirred up, but while I am coming,
another steps down before me” (v.7). Oh, how many Christians
pray in similar fashion! They think their way, their understanding,
and their know-how is right. Why did this man of thirty-eight
years of suffering want to go to the pool first? As each year slips
past, his sickness slows him down even more. His only desire is to
go to the pool. Somebody asks him if he wants to get well and he
Jjust talks about getting to the pool first. He doesn’t listen to other
people, he doesn’t hear the question being asked of him. His mind
is centered on the pool. Just like many Christians today, this poor
man tells Jesus that no one wants to help him get in the pool. He
complains that other people always go first and that he is just one
step behind. To him, everybody else is selfish and lives just for
themselves. He doesn’t answer Jesus’ question. He only makes his
own request, his own prayer for someone to help him into the pool.
It doesn’t matter to him if God is there to heal, he wants to go in

(John 5:1~9)

*--Jesus said to him, "Arise, take up your pallet, and walk.
And immediately the man became well, and took up his pallet and began to walk:--

the pool first. He didn’t say, “Yes, I want to get well”. He has his
own method, his own principle. He doesn’t let Jesus handle the
whole thing.

Truthfully, I can understand this man really wanting to get into
the pool of Bethesda. He was sick for thirty-eight years. I admire
his endurance. Isn’t it amazing? He gets sick and doesn’t give up.
A lot of people would have quit. A lot of people would have
stopped trying. This sick man just kept trying to crawl toward the
pool. His only objective in life was to get into that pool. His
method and principle were stuck on this pool. He truly thought if
he went to the pool first he would get healed. Don’t you think our
faith is like that sometimes? Even when Jesus came, the Savior, the
owner of the pool, we still ask for our own desire.

Christ ordered the sick man, “Get up, pick up your pallet and
walk™ (v. 8). He didn’t have to go to the well. Jesus commanded
him in the worst condition. Amen. Just as He commanded the
paralytic, “Get up, pick up your bed and go home”, and the man
with the withered hand, “Stretch out your hand”, so he told this
sick man to rise and walk (see Mt, 9:6; 12:3). This sick man didn’t
listen the first time, but when Jesus ordered him he obeyed. When
Jesus asked him the question, he didn’t say “yes”, but when He
ordered him to “Get up”, like he told Zaccheaus to get down from
the tree, he listened. In the last thirty-eight years of this man’s life
his bed took care of him, now he is ordered to take care of his bed.

What important it is to obey the Lord. It requires simple trust,
“for with the heart a person believes, resulting in righteousness,
and with the mouth he confesses, resulting in salvation” (Rom.
10:10). Faith is so important. You don’t think, you just believe.
The sick man practiced that faith when he obeyed Jesus’ order. He
became a witness to every other sick person. We have to have
simple faith, even little faith. Jesus tells us, “Truly I say to you, if
you have faith and do not doubt, you will not only do what was
done to the fig tree, but even if you say to this mountain, ‘Be taken
up and cast into the sea,’ it will happen” (Mt. 21:21). Listen
carefully to what Jesus says, “Whatever you ask in My name, that
will T do, so that the Father may be glorified in the Son” (In.
14:13). If you ask and you don’t believe, that’s a problem. “You
did not choose Me but I chose you, and appointed you that you
would go and bear fruit, and that your fruit would remain, so that
whatever you ask of the Father in My name He may give to you™
(In. 15:16). Regarding His ascension, Jesus said, “In that day you
will not question Me about anything. Truly, truly, I say to you, if
you ask the Father for anything in My name, He will give it to
You™ (Jn. 16:23). Amen.

My dear friend, do you have this simple faith? If you do then
you will make amazing things happen. Your life will be an eternal
blessing. Please, just as Jesus stood at the pool of Bethesda, which
is the house of mercy, with all kinds of sickness and problems
there, He now stands before you and wants to give you an order.
Do you accept it? Are you ready to practice your faith? {

H700E
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