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WORD OF SALVATION

(ACTS 13:26)

“Brothers, children of Abraham, and you God-fearing Gentiles,
it is to us that this message of salvation has been sent.”

While on their first missionary
journey, Paul and Barnabas
visited a Jewish synagogue in Pisidian
Antioch on the Sabbath day. Their
purpose was to give the word of
salvation to the Jews. When asked by
the synagogue officials if they had any
message of exhortation for the people,
Paul stood up and preached the word
of salvation. In the midst of his
beautiful sermon. he proclaimed,
“Brethren, sons of Abraham’s family,
and those among you who fear God, to
us the message of this salvation has
been sent™ (v. 26). The Word of
salvation was sent out and specifically
directed to God's chosen people. It's
kind of disheartening to hear this
knowing the outcome of their
reception. You see, Paul and Barnabas
had focused their mission on revealing
the secret of God 1o the Jews first. The
real Israelites were their primary
audience. As such, they served them
first with the most valuable of all
words. Sadly, their pride caused them
to reject the word of salvation.
Through their shameful actions they
threw away the best gift anyone can
receive.

Paul and Barnabas spoke out
boldly and said, “It was necessary that
the word of God be spoken to you
first; since you repudiate it and judge
yourselves unworthy of eternal life,
behold, we are turning to the Gentiles”™
(v. 46). Because the sons of
Abraham’s family refused the word of
salvation it turned to us. The great
blessing of God came down upon
Gentiles—to you and . The Jews
rejection of God's mercy and grace is a
warning sign. It shows us that when
the word of salvation is not received,
when it is rejected, it is sent to another
place. This is a serious matter which
no one can afford 1o dismiss. If you're
asleep. open your eyes! If you're
awake, open your ears! Do you listen
everyday to God’s Word? Are you
really serious about each Sunday? 1
pray your responses are in the
affirmative because to us, to you, the
word of salvation has been sent!

‘What does the word of salvation
mean? Let’s glean from Paul’s sermon
the answers. It means that Jesus is the

promised Savior, “From _the
descendants of David, according to
promise, God has brought to Israel a
Savior, Jesus” (v. 23). It means that
through Jesus the forgiveness of sins is
officially announced to  you,
“Therefore let it be known to you,
hrethren, that through Him forgiveness
of sins is proclaimed to you™ (v. 38). It
means that what the law could not do,
justify a person or declare him
righteous, Jesus Christ can do
through Him everyone who believ
freed from all things, from which you
could not be freed through the Law of
Moses”™ (v. 39). It means perfect
salvation because Jesus died and God

raised him, “that God has fulfilled this

began and we are told by God how
everything will end. Today, we find
ourselves living in the church age,
known as the age of grace. Amen!
Right now, Jesus is sitting at the right
hand of God the Father in glory
patiently waiting for His return.
Through His blood your sins are
cleansed and ybu become righteous.
Your part is so simple, to repent and
have faith. All you have to do is
confess your sins and believe in the
Lord Jesus and you will be saved. His
message has been sent out, and all you
have to.do is receive it in faith.

How is the word of salvation sent
out? Through the Great Commission
(see M, 28:18-20). Jesus did not leave

We are so utterly blessed, “Blessed are your

eyes, because they see; and your ears, because

they hear” (Mt, 13:16). Every place you go you

can see and hear of the wonder of Jesus. Are

you really happy about it? When you look at

Jeremiah, Isaiah, and David, did they see and

hear what you see and hear? No, they were

longing for the day of salvation. They didn’t see

it but you see it. We are living in a blessing time.

promise to our children in that He
raised up Jesus it is also written in
the second Psalm, “You are My Son:
today I have begotten You™ (v. 33). It
means that salvation comes through
the cr “When they had carried our
all that was written concerning Him,
they took Him down from the cross
and laid Him in a tomb™ (v. 29),

My dear brothers and sisters, the
whole Bible is the story of salvation.
From creation 1o the New Jerusalem,
from Genesis to Revelation. God
reveals his one great plan of salvation.
The story is slow in its progressive
unfolding but it is real and it is sure.
We are told by God how everything

you to send out His message alone.
He blesses each and every believer
with the power of His Holy Spirit. His
Holy Spirit guides, enables, equips,
and most importantly empowers you
to carry His message to the ends of the
world: How did you receive it?
Through family, a friend, a preacher,
the Bible, a church activity, television /
radio, or perhaps through a miracle?
There are all kinds of human activities
available for the Gospel, Our beautiful
country received the word of salvation
from missionaries. Now, the Gospel is
not only preached in our land, but we
send out our missionaries to preach it
in different lands. Amen! Yet, still

there are those who reject it. How
about you? What is your situation?
We are so utterly blessed, “Blessed
are your eyes, because they see; and
your ears, because they hear” (Mt.
13:16). Every place you go you can
see and hear of the wonder of Jesus.
Are you really happy about it? When
you look at Jeremiah, Isaiah. and
David. did they see and hear what you
see and hear? No, they were longing
for the day of salvation. They didn’t
see it but you see it. We are living in a
blessing time. Do you realize how
much we have of the grace of God?
The apostles saw it and they died
keeping it. Today, we don’t come
close to the type of persecution the
apostles faced. So, how can you live
with this hope in your situation?
Through faith in Jesus Christ.
Through blessing other people with
His message. Through daily prayer
and devotion. Through worship and
praise. Through hope in His promise
of eternal life. Our responsibility is
great, “How will we escape if we
neglect so great a salvation™ (Heb.
Isn't it sad that so many turn
away? Isn’t it even sadder that so
many live as if promised tomorrow?
Let's get serious and be
responsible. You know why? Because
you will accumulate blessings or be
cursed. How are you going to handle
the word of salvation? Do you
honestly want it? Or do you want to
reject it or compromise it or use it for
your own benefit? This, of course.
would be an awfully terrible decision.
Perhaps you want delay your decision
and think about it more? This is a very
dangerous decision because no one
knows when this age of grace will
cease or when their day of grace will
end. Or maybe you like pretending to
receive it, or playing the role of a
hypocrite, or just being a temporary
believer who changes at the next turn?
Be serious — this is a wonderful
blessing. If you don't accept it you
may never be able to even have the
opportunity to accept it again. When it
leaves there is no second chance. You
will face eternal punishment — God's
righteous judgement. Don't wait! i
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