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| Sermon for Next Sunday |

REAL CHRISTIANS ALWAYS TRIUMPH

4 But thanks be to God, who always leads us in His triumph in Christ, and manifests through us the sweet

aroma of the knowledge of Him in every place. " For we are a fragrance of Christ to God among those who

are being saved and among those who are perishing; " to the one an aroma from death to death, to the other

an aroma from life to life. And who is adequate for these things? " For we are not like many, peddling the

word of God, but as from sincerity, but as from God, we speak in Christ in the sight of God.
(2 Corinthians 2:14-17)

'oday’s Bible message begins, “But thanks be to God, who always
T\eads us in triumph in Christ, and manifests through us the sweet
aroma of the knowledge of Him in every place”(v. 14). Do you always
triumph or always lose? Real Christians always triumph. | am not
talking about sometimes or even often, but always! Real Christians
always have victory in Christ. This truth comes from a spiritual
viewpoint, not a worldly outlook. What is the spiritual perspective?

Christian life is one of conflict. Many believers think that triumph
only comes at death, but everyday they must struggle. Victory
suggests battle, and battle means fighting. In order to triumph, you
have to fight—you cannot ignore the battle. From conversion to death,
Christians must suffer persecution. Paul fought all the time. He
endured terrible conflicts. Even Peter said, "Be of sober spirit, be on
the alert. Your adversary, the devil, prowls around like a roaring lion,
seeking somecne to devour”(1 Pet. 5:8). Many Christians confess
God's blessings upon them concerning worldly successes, and praise
Him for their good fortune, but they do not experience spiritual
battles, 2 Timothy 2:3 says, “Suffer hardship with me, as a good
soldier of Christ Jesus.” The believer's enemies, demonic hosts of
Satan, are always assembled for mortal combat. Your Lord and
Commander, Jesus Christ, bids you go! He has given you the truth,
the gospel of peace, the sword of the Spirit, the shield of faith, the
helmet of salvation, and the breastplate of righteousness (Eph. 6:14-
17). He wants you to fight the good fight.

Jesus Christ gives you victory for every battle. You will always
triumph in this life with Him, “But in all these things we
overwhelmingly conguer through Him who loved us"”(Rom. 8:37). You
cannot win by yourself. Victory comes only threugh Jesus Christ. You
must trust and rely on Him for everything. Jesus says, "Behold, | have
given you authority to tread on serpents and scorpions, and over all
the power of the enemy, and nothing will injure you”(Lk. 10:19). Do
you believe it? John further explains, “You are from God, little
children, and have overcome them; because greater is He who is in
you than he who is in the world"(1 Jn. 4:4). Paul also says, “but
thanks be to God, who gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus
Christ"(1 Cor. 15:57). If you stick with Jesus Christ, and not trust in
yourself, you will always have victory. “Who is the one who
overcomes the world, but he who believes that Jesus is the Son of
God"(1 Jn. 5:5)? Your faith in Jesus overcomes the world. If you do

not believe, then that is a problem. If your hope is in the world,
knowledge, or even yourself, then you are lost. You will always ask
and wonder why God let this or that happen to you. If you believe, He
will always lead you to win. You will always experience triumph in life.

Victory does not come from your power. God causes you to triumph
You are no match for your enemy. Daniel entered and exited the lions
den. His friends, Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-nego fell into a fiery
furnace and walked out without even a hair on their heads singed.
Nebuchadnezzar witnessed, “Look! | see four men loosed and
walking about in the midst of the fire without harm, and the
appearance of the fourth is like a son of the gods”(Dan. 3:25)! There is
always safety in Christ. Colossians 3:3 says, “For you have died and
your life is hidden with Christ in God.” The Lord of hosts says, "Not
by might nor by power, but by My Spirit"(Zech. 4:6). The wonderful
Holy Spirit empowers you.

The reason for your victory is so that you can manifest Christ. Paul
says, “For we are a fragrance of Christ to God among those who are
being saved and among those who are perishing; to the one an aroma
from death to death, to the other an aroma from life to life. And who is
adequate for these things? For we are not like many, peddling the
word of God, but as from sincerity, but as from God, we speak in
Christ in the sight of God"” (vv. 15-17). It is not by your authority or
power to show others the gospel. Many of today's Christian leaders
think they are great. They show up on stage like actors seeking glory.
2 Corinthians 4:7 says, "But we have this treasure in earthen vessels,
so that the surpassing greatness of the power will be of God and not
from ourselves.” This power belongs to God, not to any leader within
the church. Jesus tells us, "l am the vine, you are the branches; he
who abides in Me and | in him, he bears much fruit, for apart from Me
you can do nothing”(Jn. 15:5). Too many Christians do ministry work
on their own, sabotaging the gospel message.

My dear friend, the Christian life consists of many battles.
“Therefore let us draw near with confidence to the throne of grace, so
that we may receive mercy and find grace to help in time of
need”(Heb. 4:16). As a true believer, there is no failing. With just a
little faith, you can walk on water and move mountains, but you do not
really believe it. Faith is victory! If you understand, you can answer
this question, "If God is for us, who is against us”(Rom. 8:31)? The
answer is-amazing! W
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