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"The beginning of the gospel about Jesus Christ, the Son of God.(Mark 1:1)"
Unlike the Gospel of Matthew the first chapter of which mentions the geneal-
ogy of Jesus and the root from which Jesus was born, the Gospel of Mark
shows the urgency of proclaiming Jesus is the Son of God from the beginning.
In the state that Nero, the emperor of Rome persecuted Christianity, Peter
and Paul were martyred one after another and so there was no leader in the
church, and therefore, there was an urgency to have to record and deliver
who Jesus was and what he did. Peter's confession "You are the Christ" is the
highlight of Mark and one of the most important confessions, and the centu-
rion who appeared when Jesus was crucified said, “Truly this man was the
Son of God!(Mark 15:39)", which also belongs to the most important confes-
sions in Mark. This is because if Peter's confession of faith was a confession of
one of the closest disciples of Jesus, the centurion's confession was a pure con-
fession from an elite soldier and gentile, who served the Roman emperor as
God and could not have any religion except the Roman emperor. The confes-
sion of faith is possible when one has an understanding of Jesus and God, not
from one's own strength, and the understanding begins with the revelation
from God. "that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may
give you the Spirit of wisdom and of revelation in the knowledge of him,(Eph
1:17). That's why the Apostle Paul prayed to God for believers in Ephesus 'to
give them the Spirit of wisdom and of revelation in the knowledge of him.
Through the confession of faith, the faith of believers can be unshaken like a
docked ship and developed as a belief unshaken by any circumstance or man.

A woman of the hem of the garment and a Syro-Phoenician woman

"And from there he arose and went away to the region of Tyre and Sidon.
And he entered a house and did not want anyone to know, yet he could not be
hidden.(Mark 7:24)" The high popularity of Jesus brought the necessity of vig-
ilance for Jesus, so Jesus was one step away from the ministry and went to
Tyre which is about 60 Km away from Gennesaret by the Sea of Galilee. "But
immediately a woman whose little daughter had an unclean spirit heard of
him and came and fell down at his feet. Now the woman was a Gentile, a Sy-
rophoenician by birth. And she begged him to cast the demon out of her
daughter.(vv. 25-26)". Even though the region of Gentiles was far away from
Galilee, there was a person who came seeking Jesus even from there. It was
the very Syrophoenician woman whose young daughter was unclean-demon
possessed. Considering the Jewish culture at that period in which Jewish men
do not often meet even Jewish women, Jesus has no reason to meet a gentile
woman, but this woman knelt down before Jesus with earnestness and lament
like Maria who broke an alabaster jar of perfume. "And wherever he came, in
villages, cities, or countryside, they laid the sick in the marketplaces and im-
plored him that they might touch even the fringe of his garment. And as
many as touched it were made well.(Mark 6:56)" A woman of the fringe of his
garment has an image similar to the Syrophoenician woman. Indicating the
surprise that the woman who became extremely defensive and timid because
of suffering from a disease for 12 years experienced when she touched the
fringe of Jesus' garment, a poet expressed it in his poem as "overwhelmingly
startled". What was the more surprising fact was the part that immediately Je-
sus asked who touched the fringe of his garment. Through this question of Je-
sus, a woman who was oppressed and marginalized was healed from not only
her disease but also her life. When we overlapped the faith of the woman of
the fringe of the garment, the appearance of the belief that Jesus instructs us

through the faith of the Syrophoenician woman becomes more clear.

The essence of the faith of crumbs

"And he said to her, “Let the children be fed first, for it is not right to take
the children's bread and throw it to the dogs” But she answered him, “Yes,
Lord; yet even the dogs under the table eat the children's crumbs. (vv. 27-28)”
The faith of the Syrophoenician woman was the beautiful faith Jesus wanted

Sermon in English Translation

The Faith of the Crumb's Woman

(Luke 7:24-30)

Rev. Kyu Sam Han

to see. We are likely to see it at a glimpse as a servile appearance of wanting to
eat a piece of crumb under the table, but when she knew crumbs of the Heav-
enly Kingdom are more precious than the gold and silver treasures of the
world and came with extremely pleaded feelings, Jesus saw her faith as pure
faith. Faith is explained by four elements such as 'trust, dependence, confes-
sion, and companionship. When life is not so difficult, one must train the
faith to trust God more and to accompany God better, and when life is diffi-
cult, one must throw everything to Jesus and hold on to God with the faith of
confessing. It was the appearance of the Syrophoenician woman who throw
herself to Jesus completely and confessed.

However, I sometimes wonder why Jesus referred to the Syrophoenician
woman as ‘a dog'. It was because there was no time when Jesus was so harsh
like this when I studied the writings about Jesus and the Bible verses. Here the
intention of Jesus is hidden. The Bible tried to mention God's plan of salva-
tion, not the primitive human instinct for survival like that of a gentile wom-
an begging even a piece of crumb. According to God's plan for salvation, after
the Jews received the gospel, gentiles were to receive the gospel, but through
the event of the Syrophoenician woman, even before all the Jews received the
gospel, the path through which gentiles could listen to the gospel of life was
opened. That's why Jesus didn't say "great is your faith!' or 'Your sins are for-
given. as he said to the woman of the fringe of the garment. We should re-
member a historically surprising event can happen even to a gentile woman's

crumbled life when God works for it.

For the evangelization of the nation

"Tesus said to him, “Go; your son will live” The man believed the word that
Jesus spoke to him and went on his way.(John 4:50)" When the royal official
who appeared in John 4 came to Jesus because of his sick son, Jesus said to
him to go because his son had been already healed. The man took Jesus at his
word and departed, and while he was on the road, he knew through his ser-
vant that his son had been healed at the exact time at which Jesus had said.
"And he said to her, “For this statement you may go your way; the demon has
left your daughter.(v. 29)" On the other hand, "And he said to her, “For this
statement you may go your way; the demon has left your daughter.(v 29)” 'this
statement' in the text is not what Jesus said but the confession of the Sy-
rophoenician woman, 'even the dogs under the table eat the children's
crumbs. When the woman confessed to Jesus with faith, an amazing thing
happened. Celebrating the seventy-year anniversary of our church, I am ex-
amining the Five Goals, and the third goal among them, 'the Evangelization
of the Nation' which is the goal that aims to make the whole Korean peninsula
the nation believing in Jesus, was enacted 55 years ago. I believe God loves our
nation. Therefore, God sent missionaries who had the faith of crumbs, and
they broke their lives into crumbs before God, trying to hold on to even one
moment God is working. Nevertheless, I think the evangelization of the na-
tion among the five goals is the goal which is the most difficult to be practiced.
It's because we lost the golden time for the evangelization of the nation. When
God used our churches, we should have labored more, however, as the num-
ber of churches has increased, the richer churches have become, the more
abundant resources churches have got, and we have rather elevated ourselves.
When the gospel enters a nation, the lowly heart and humility of the Sy-
rophoenician woman, and breaking into crumbs before God are needed.
That's why we should remember what the Syrophoenician woman did well
for the evangelization of the nation. I bless in the name of the Lord that
knowing how the Lord was pleased with the confession of the woman, and
what an amazing thing the attitude of the woman fulfilled, you will become
the people of God, who run forward to the works God has given you with the
faith of the crumb‘s woman.
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