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MOSES & AARON STAND BEFORE PHARAOH

“And afterward Moses and Aaron came and said to Pharaoh, “Thus says the LORD, the God of Israel, ‘Let My
people go that they may celebrate a feast to Me in the wilderness.” ” “But Pharaoh said, “Who is the LORD that I
should obey His voice to let Israel go? I do not know the LORD, and besides, I will not let Israel go.” (Exodus 5:1~2)

he long, long wait was over. The day had finally arrived for the servants
of the Lord to stand before the enemy. This was the moment for which

Moses was born. The first forty years of his life were filled with the highest
levels of education, training, and discipline. The next forty years contained
suffering, erying, and hard endurance. At last, after eighty years, God called
Moses just like He called Esther. Mordecai told Esther. "For if you remain
silent at this time, relief and deliverance will arise for the Jews from another
place and you and your father’s house will perish. And who knows whether
you have not attained royalty for such a time as this?”(Esth. 4:14) God calls
certain people for His work, but the fulfillment of His plan does not depend
on them. God's plans always come to fulfillment regardless of anyone or
anything. In today’'s Bible verses, Moses and Aaron were told by God to tell
Pharoah. “Thus says the LORD, the God of Israel, ‘Let My people go that
they may celebrate a feast to Me in the wildermess'”(Ex 5:1). Here stood an
eighty-three year old man and another eighty year old man with a wooden
stick before the most powerful man in the world. God used these two old
men to deliver His people from the mighty strongholds of Egypt. Their
ministry work was difficult, for their environment was net enough friendly to
expect victory . Often times when God calls His servants for work they get
real excited and think everything is going to be easy for them from there on
out, but that simply isn’t the case. Moses faced horrendous conditions.
Pharaoh, the king of Egypt, rebelled against the plan of Gad, the person of
God, and the people of God. His anger and worldly power were aimed at
Moses. The ministry of salvation is often very discouraging and lonely. True
Christians soon realize that everything always seems to go against you, and
you usually end up facing problems alone with your faith. God's plans require
us to wait, and waiting on God to do His work is the only way to do the work
of God. How then should Christians go about their ministry of God's work?

First, you need to remember that your daily duties must continue while
waiting on God. When the Israelites heard that Moses had come to deliver
them, they thought freedom would happen quickly. They were brick makers
for Egypt, and with the news of their deliverance they stopped making
bricks. They figured, 'What's the point?” Sometimes our faith takes a turn,
and we start analyzing situations with our own values and measurements.
Pharach said. “Moses and Aaron, why do you draw the people away from
their work? Get back to your labors!”(Ex 5:4) The Israelites thought that they
didn’t have 1o work that hard anymore. We all need to work until God's will
occurs. We should continually take care of our duties and responsibilities.
This kind of attitude isn’t possible without real faith, Jesus commanded His
people not to leave Jerusalem, but to wait for what the Father had promised.
“*Which," He said, 'you heard of from Me'"(Ac. 1:4). Jesus’ followers waited.
“These all with one mind were gontinually devoting themselves to prayer,
along with the women, and Mary the mother of Jesus, and with His -
brothers”(Ac. 1:14). For ten days one hundred and twenty of Jesus’
followers waited and prayed, and the end result was that each one received
the gift of the Holy Spirit. There are many Christian leaders that sadly make
predictions of the date for the Lord’s coming. People listen to them and quit
wark, sell their possessions, or give everything they have away only ta find
out that on that day nothing has happened, God calls us to honor our daily
tasks while waiting. It's not easy to keep on track while waiting, but it is
necessary. i

Second, you need to remember that difficulties may increase while waiting
on God. The Israelites’ labor got harder. "So the same day Pharach
commanded the taskmasters over the people and their foremen, saying,
'You are no longer to give the people straw to make brick as previously; let
them go and gather straw for themselves. But the quota of bricks which they
were making previously, you shall impose on them; you are not to reduce
any of it. Because they are lazy, therefore they cry out, "Let us go and
sacrifice 1o our God.” Let the labor be heavier on the men, and let them work
at it so that they will pay no attention to false words'"(Ex. 5:6~9). The
difficulty didn‘t end there; it got worse. "Moreover, the foremen of the sons

of |srael, whom Pharaoh's taskmasters had set over them, were beaten and
were asked, "Why have you not completed your required amount either
yesterday or today in making brick as previously? " (Ex. 5:14) The world hates
God's people. If you serve well, many of today's preachers will tell you that
you will be successtul and happy. This is not true! John 15:19 clearly says.
"If you were of the waorld, the world would love its own; but because you are
not of the world, but | chose you out of the world, because of this the world
hates you.” If you're successful with the world, then you don't belong to
Jesus. We need to be serious about this. Pharaoh demanded the brick
production stay on target, and there was punishment for not producing.
Trouble often increases during your wait on God's time, So keep in mind that
Ged is always faithful.

Furthermore, you need to remember that some Christians may become
impatient while waiting on God. The lsraelites weren't happy with Moses
and Aaron. “They said to them, ‘May the LORD look upon you and judge
you, for you have made us odious in Pharaoh's sight and in the sight of his
servants, to put a.-sword in their hand to kill us”(Ex. 5:21). They turned
against Moses and Aaron. They became impatient. Whenever you're about
to do Ged's work you have to expect these things to happen. There is no
encouragement or applause when you're in the midst of God's work. In
order to persevere, you must deny yourself. You have to get rid of your pride
and emotion. “If anyane wishes to come after Me, he must deny himself,
and take up his cross and follow Me”(Mt. 16:24). Deny yourself and follow
Jesus with faith. Your waiting time will involve other people, so you must not
injure the faith of others. You are to be a faith builder while waiting. Moses
prayed. “O Lord, why have You brought harm to this people? Why did You
ever send me? Ever since | came to Pharach to speak in Your name, he has
done harm to this pecple, and You have not delivered Your people at all"(Ex
5:22~23). Even though Moses and Aaron were discouraged, these two kept
faithful with God. They still stood before Pharaoh. We must encourage each
other to be patient and trust God.

‘Lastly, you need to remember that delays do not mean God will fail to
come through. God told Moses. "Now you shall see what | will do to
Pharach; for under compulsion he will let them go, and under compulsion he
will drive them out of his land. God spoke further to Moses and said to him,
‘I am the LORD""(Ex. 6:1~2). If you don’t have faith, you can't do the work of
God. Do you really believe in Jesus? People doubted Moses, and even
Moses complained, but God's promises were never changed. Real truth
deliverance was ahead. The promise God gave Moses at the burning bush
waould be fulfilled. “Therefore, come now, and | will send you to Pharach, so
that you may bring My people, the sons of Israel, out of Egypt”(Ex. 3:10),
Never question in the dark what God gave in the Light. David witnessed.
“Wait for the LORD; be strong and let your heart take courage; yes, wait for
the LORD"(Ps. 27:14). Isaiah testified. “Yet those who wait for the LORD
will gain new strength; they will mount up with wings like eagles, they will
run and not get tired, they will walk and not become weary”(ls. 40:31). He
also says, “Therefore the LORD longs to be gracious to you, and therefore
He waits on high to have compassion on you. For the Lord is a God of
justice; how blessed are all those who long for Him”(ls. 30:18). God
promises to those who wait on Him that He will give them strength, He will
exalt them, and He will answer their prayer. He blesses all those who wait
on Him.

My dear friends, let us be faithful while doing the ministry work of God.
Let us be faithful while waiting. Let us stand boldly before the enemy. Let us
expect God to come through in His time, not ours. Jesus is coming back
because God promised; it is His plan of salvation. Until Christ's return, let us
continue with due diligence toward His work. When times get more difficult,
let us remember God's faithfulness. When others turn against us, let us
stand firm in faith. When obstacles and delays present themselves, let us
remember that true deliverance is ahead. No matter what, trust God and rely
on Him, and He will lead you to the victory of salvation. Amen. l
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