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|| Sermon for Next Sunday ||

FOUR MEN

“"When He had come back to Capernaum several days afterward, it was heard that He was at home. * And

many were gathered together, so that there was no longer room, not even near the door; and He was -

< I say to you, get up, pick up your pallet and go home.” "?And he got up and immediately picked up the

pallet and went out in the sight of everyone, so that they were all amazed and were glorifying God, saying,
“We have never seen anything like this.”(Mark 2:1~12)

oday's Bible passage talks about Jesus' power over a paralytic

man. When people read the story, the four men who brought
the sick man to Jesus does not usually receive much attention,
which is sad because without these four men there would be no
story. The sequence of events that led to the amazing outcome
was a direct result of the actions of these four men. Our miracle
working Savior is great! The lame walk, the blind see, the lepers
are healed, bad men live again, and even the wind and waves
obey the Lord Jesus. Not only that, but He reveals the secrets of
the Kingdom. The miracles, authority, and power of God are all
explained by His wonderful workings. He forgives sin and makes
people who believe in Him bring other people to Him. Many
people gathered to Him because of their desire to hear God's
word, “And many were gathered together, so that there was no
longer room, not even near the door; and He was speaking the
word to them."(v. 2) Among these people was one paralytic man
who could not reach Jesus on his own, but there were four men
who recognized his need and picked him up and carried him to
Jesus, "And they came, bringing to Him a paralytic, carried by
four men.”(v. 3)

These four men had a burden for souls. The Bible does not tell
us their names, nor how old they were or what their education or
family background was like. No one knows much about them but
Jesus. He knew them. He saw their faith.(v. 5) In today's world
there are thousands upon thousands of pastors and great
Christian speakers, but we do not know if they are true
Christians. Jesus looked at the high priests during His ministry
time and only saw hypocrites. Four men took it upon themselves
to bring a paralyzed man to Jesus, someone who the world did
not care about, someone who was like a dead man already. These
four men cared about this man’s soul. Their hearts were
burdened. Jesus loves that kind of heart, If you really care about
the lowest people, the poorest people, Jesus looks at your faith.
Valuable time is time spent bringing others to Jesus. These four
men were not interested in fame and fortune. When you read the
story you can see that even with their good intentions that they
had to overcome some tremendous problems. They overcame
them because they loved this man’s soul. They got it! They knew
that if they did not bring this man to Jesus Christ that he would
die in his sin. So many people do not come to church. So many
pastors do not care for lost souls. The primitive church was
different than today’s churches. Even under severe persecution,
they "went about preaching the word.” (Acts 8:4) Jesus gives

every believer the gift to share the gospel, “And He gave some
as apostles, and some as prophets, and some as evangelists, and
some as pastors and teachers, for the equipping of the saints for
the work of service, to the building up of the body of
Christ.”(Eph. 4:11~12) He wants all believers to use His tool of
the gospel. He wants all believers to minister!

These four men had to break through the roof of a house in
order to get to Jesus, "Being unable to get to Him because of the
crowd, they removed the roof above Him; and when they had dug
an opening, they let down the pallet on which the paralytic was
lying.”(v. 4) If Jesus came to your home with crowds in and
around your property, and someone put a huge hole through your
roof, would you be upset? The four men thought that one soul
was more important than a house. Their burdened hearts had to
break the roof because the crowds were too thick to get in. There
are always obstacles in bringing people to Christ, but these men
overcame the obstacles. These men looked up and found a
solution. Few solutions come when you are looking down. The
roof provided a route to get their friend to Jesus. It was a high
cost, but whatever the cost they did not care because getting
their friend to Jesus was priceless. Do you spend your time,
money, and efforts on the lowly, like these four men did for the
paralytic to meet Jesus Christ? Their loving kindness overcame all
conditions

These four men witnessed Jesus empty a weighed down bed.
The paralytic picked up his own pallet, not the four men, and
walked home. First, Jesus cleaned his soul, “Son, your sins are
forgiven,"tva) and then he cleaned his body, “| say to you, get
up, pick up your pallet and go home."{v. 11) Jesus healed this
man first spiritually and then physically. No more heavy bed, just
a light pallet. Five people came to Him in faith, and each one
walked away blessed, The crowds also witnessed Jesus' amazing
miracle, “And he got up and immediately picked up the pallet and
went out in the sight of everyone, so that they were all amazed
and were glorifying God, saying, ‘We have never seen anything
like this.""(v. 12) That is the evidence of faith.

My dear friend, in front of God there is forgiveness of sin. Jesus
Christ showed His authority to forgive sin and heal the sick. What
better happiness and joy can one find? Heaven and earth rejoiced
over the conversion of a sinner and the healing of a sick man.
Everyone was able to praise God because of the four men who
brought him to Jesus. Who is waiting for you to come and bring
them to Jesus? i
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