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| Sermon for Next Sunday ||

KING ASA'S LIFE

7 At that time Hanani the seer came to Asa king of Judah and said to him, Because you have relied on
the king of Aram and have not relied on the LORD your God, therefore the army of the king of Aram has
escaped out of your hand. ® Were not the Ethiopians and the Lubim an immense army with very many

chariots and horsemen? Yet, because you relied on the LORD, He delivered them into your hand. -
9 And they buried him in his own tomb which he had cut out for himself in the city of David, and they
laid him in the resting place which he had filled with spices of various kinds blended by the perfumers’
art; and they made a very great fire for him. (2 Chronicles 16:7-14)

ing Asa, third king of Judah, whose reign lasted forty-one years

(911-870), started his kingship with great success, but ended it in
total failure. His rise to glory changed him from a humble man who
relied on God to a proud man who depended on himself. This change
led to his fall from glory. Even on his deathbed, he did not seek the
Lord, but the physicians. As we look at his life, | hope you can see the
need and importance of relying on God, especially to the very end.

Asa was a good believer. The Bible says that he did “good and right
in the sight of the Lord his God” by removing the obstacles that
hindered Judah's faith and commanding them to follow and obey the
Lord God (2 Chron. 14:2-4). He based his godly leadership on the word
of God. He was a God-centered king who did not compromise with
earthly things. When Israel camped by Mt. Sinai, they had already
experienced God's ten different miracles in Egypt, crossed the Red Sea
on dry ground, saw God's presence every day in a pillar of cloud and
every night in a pillar of fire, and eaten manna from heaven. After God
called Moses, their leader, away from them for only forty days so that
He could give them His ten commandments, they changed. In his
absence, they made a foreign god, a golden calf, to worship. Just as
Moses destroyed their golden calf (Ex. 32:20), so Asa cleaned up
Judah's idolatry, “for he removed the foreign altars and high places,
tore down the sacred pillars, cut down the Asherim”(2 Chron. 14:3).
He was a perfect believer who served God with all his heart.

Asa had strong faith. When the Ethiopians came out to fight him with
an army of a million men and 300 chariots, his army only holding
580,000 warriors, he was not afraid but relied on God. He prayed,
“Lord, there is no one besides You to help in the battle between the
powerful and those who have no strength; so help us, O Lord our God,
for we trust in You, and in Your name have come against this muititude.
O Lord, You are our God; let not man prevail against You"(2 Chron.
14:11). His beautiful prayer revealed his true faith. Just as David went
against Goliath and Elijah against 850 false prophets, so Asa overcame
the Ethiopian army, “For whatever is born of God overcomes the
world; and this is the victory that has overcome the world-our faith” (1
Jn. 5:4). Asa's good faith brought victory.

Asa listened to God's voice. He not only heard God’s words, but he
obeyed them, When the prophet Azariah came to him with a message
from God (2 Chron. 15:1-7), he recognized the Spirit of God and
humbled himself to listen. Like 1 Corinthians 10:12 reminds us,
“Therefore let him who thinks he stands take heed that he does not
fall,” so Azariah reminded Asa. “Now when Asa heard these words
and the prophecy which Azariah the son of Oded the prophet spoke,
he took courage and removed the abominable idols from all the land of
Judah and Benjamin and from the cities which he had captured in the

hill country of Ephraim. He then restored the altar of the Lord which
was in front of the porch of the Lord"{2 Chron. 15:8). Asa took God's
word seriously and obeyed it immediately.

Sadly, as Asa grew older, he changed. His pride led his faith down to
earth, away from Ged. His fame and fortune got to him in such a way
that he started doing his own thing, thinking his own thoughts,
following his own pathway. When he allied himself with Ben-Hadad,
king of Aram, by giving him "silver and gold from the treasuries of the
house of the Lord and the king's house,” he showed his lack of
dependence on the Lord(2 Chron.16:2). His shameful behavior
displayed his trust in money and other people, but not God. Hanani the
seer told Asa, “Because you have relied on the king of Aram and have
not relied on the Lord your God, therefore the army of the king of Aram
has escaped out of your hand. Were not the Ethiopians and the Lubim
an immense army with very many chariots and horsemen? Yet
because you relied on the Lord, He delivered them into your hand. For
the eyes of the Lord move to and fro throughout the earth that He may
strongly support those whose heart is completely His. You have acted
foolishly in this. Indeed, from now on you will surely have wars”{vv. 7-
9). Asa responded to God's message by jailing the messenger. His
anger led him to imprison the man who loved him enough to give him
this advice.

Galatians 5:7 says, “You were running well; who hindered you from
obeying the truth?" God sent his servant to Asa with a sermon to help
him, to give him an answer to his problem, but he did not listen. His
success changed him. Instead of giving glory to Ged, he started taking
it for himself. When someone exhorts or rebukes you in the name of
the Lord, is your pride damaged or humbled? When Stephen preached
God's message to the Israelites, "they were cut to the quick, and they
began gnashing their teeth at him“(Acts 7:54). Like Asa, they did not
want to hear the truth because it offended their pride. Revelation 2:10
says, “Do not fear what you are about to suffer. Behold, the devil is
about to cast some of you into prison, so that you will be tested, and
you will have tribulation for ten days. Be faithful until death, and | wil
give you the crown of life." It is not the beginning, but the end of your
faith that is important.

In his life, Asa really believed, trusted, and listened to God, and God
blessed him. With his blessings, Asa changed. When you experience
great achievements, give the glory to God, so that you can remain in
need of Him. Do not keep it for yourself because it will change you,
just as it changed Asa. Listen to God's word until the very end. Please
keep your faith until death, and God will give you the crown of life.
Amen. |
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