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SOME QUESTIONS ABOUT YOUR COMMITMENT

7But whatever things were gain to me, those things I have counted as loss for the sake of Christ.
“More than that, I count all things to be loss in view of the surpassing value of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord,
for whom I have suffered the loss of all things, and count them but rubbish so that I may gain Christ, --- “"Brethren, I do not
regard myself as having laid hold of it yet; but one thing I do: forgetting what lies behind and reaching forward to what lies
ahead, "I press on toward the goal for the prize of the upward call of God in Christ Jesus. (Philippians 3:7~14)

n today’s Bible passage Paul reflects on the course of his life in relation to

His commitment to Jesus Christ. He was once against Jesus, but after he
met Jesus his whole life changed. You and | are born again Christians and we
are supposed to be entirely different creatures than we were before meeting
Jesus. Paul committed his life to Jesus Christ. He lived for Jesus Christ.
Today's Christians proclaim to live for Jesus, but their commitment to Christ
is somewhat uncléar. Do you think your life measures up to Paul's
commitment? Do you really give up things for Jesus’ gain or your own? | see
so many people sacrificing things so that they can get ahead or so that their
children can do better but so few sacrifice for Jesus Christ. Paul is a fine
example of a Christian man who truly lived for Jesus Christ. Let's compare
our commitment to Christ with his by asking some questions about your
commitment.

What have you been willing to count as loss for the sake of Christ? Paul
said, “But whatever things were gain to me, those things | have counted as
loss for the sake of Christ”(Phil. 3:7). After you met Jesus Christ what things
that were of gain to you did you lose for Him? Paul lost everything in
becoming a missionary. From a worldly perspective, he was a highly
educated and respected man with impeccable pedigree, and compared to
most others he was better, “although | myself might have confidence even in
the flesh, If anyone else has a mind to put confidence in the flesh, | far more:
circumcised the eighth day, of the nation of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a
Hebrew of Hebrews; as to the Law, a Pharisee; as to zeal, a persecutor of the
church; as to the righteousness which is in the Law, found blameless”(Phil.
3:4~6). After meeting Jesus, Paul discovered that this stuff was not
important at all. What is important to you for Christ's sake? | wonder how
many of you would reject me or someone else if asked to do something for
Jesus. Does your money making career, exciting social life, and sacred down
time make you too busy for Jesus Christ? |s your wealth, health, career,
business, education, family, reputation, position, children, or own selfishness

more of a priority than Jesus Christ? What is top priority with you? Is it Jesus.

or other things?

What have you been unwilling to count as loss for the sake of Christ? Paul
said, “More than that, | count all things to be loss in view of the surpassing
value of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord, for whom | have suffered the loss of
all things, and count them but rubbish so that | may gain Christ, and may be
feund in Him, not having a righteousness of my own derived from the Law,
but that which is through faith in Christ, the righteousness which comes from
God on the basis of faith”(Phil. 3:8~9). Paul really wanted to know Jesus
Christ. A lot of today's Christians live for their own righteousness. Whatever
they think is good is what they work for! Romans 10:3 says, “For not
knowing about God's righteousness and seeking to establish their own, they

11:24~27). Paul experienced all this, and still did not count it as loss for the
sake of Christ. Giving is not always measured by what you surrender to Christ
but is often measured by what you withhold. The same holds true of your
commitment. What you hold back from Christ measures your commitmient.

How long has it been since you measured your growth in Christ? Paul said,
“that | may know Him and the power of His resurrection and the fellowship
of His sufferings, being conformed to His death; in order that | may attain to
the resurrection from the dead. Not that | have already obtained it or have
already become perfect, but | press on so that | may lay hold of that for which
also | was laid hold of by Christ Jesus”(Phil. 3:10~12). Paul acknowledged
that he had not yet obtained his resurrection and perfection. He is not
speaking of salvation, but rather highlighting his Christian growth. Think of all
Paul had attained! As a thirty year missionary he reached numerous lost
souls, built many churches, and endured countless persecutions. Yet, he said
that he didn’t get anything. He wasn't satisfied because he needed to get
closer to Jesus Christ. He wanted to do more. Paul wanted to know Jesus
Christ more and more. How about you?

Are you harboring grudges that hinder your services for Christ? Paul said,
“Brethren, | do not regard myself as having laid hold of it yet; but cne thing |
do: forgetting what lies behind and reaching forward to what lies ahead” (Phil.
3:13). Paul let go of the sins that might overwhelm him. We should not
remember what God has forgotten. Old barriers between believers have to
come down. We must stop grieving the Haly Spirit, “Do not grieve the Holy
Spirit of God, by whom you were sealed for the day of redemption. Let all
bitterness and wrath and anger and clamor and slander be put away from
you, along with all malice. Be kind to one another, tender-hearted, forgiving
each other, just as God in Christ also. has forgiven you"(Eph. 4:30~32).
Whatever mistakes you've made, even l?ig ones, just forget it, "Therefore
leaving the elementary teaching about the Christ, let us press on to maturity,
not laying again a foundation of repentance from dead works and of faith
toward God, of instruction about washings and laying on of hands, and the
resurrection of the dead and eternal judgment. And we desire that each one
of you show the same diligence so as to realize the full assurance of hope
until the end”(Heb. 8:1~ 2,11).

Are you ready for the return of Jesus Christ? Paul said, “I press on toward
the goal for the prize of the upward call of God in Christ Jesus”(Phil. 3:14)
We must go forward. Paul often used athletic concepts to teach about life.
Here he describes himself reaching forth expecting the prize. Paul boasted of
his weaknesses, not his strengths, "Apart from such external things, there is
the daily pressure on me of concern for all the churches. Who is weak
without my being weak? Who is led into sin without my intense concern? If |
have to boast, | will boast of what pertains to my weakness"”(2 Cor.
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did not subject themselves to the righteousness of God." It's so easy to do
what we want to do and to ignore God's direction when we don’t understand
what He wants us to do or to go this way or that. Most people take pride in
their accomplishments and work for that, but not Paul. Paul worked for Christ

11:28~30). He worried about the souls of others, “But take care that this
liberty of yours does not somehow become a stumbling block to the weak.
Therefore, if food causes my brother to stumble, | will never eat meat again,
so that | will not cause my brother to stumble”{1 Cor. 8:9,13). Paul cares

e

in everything he did. He wrote, “Five times | received from the Jews thirty-
nine lashes. Three times | was beaten with rods, once | was stoned, three
times | was shipwrecked, a night and a day | have spent in the deep. | have
been on frequent journeys, in dangers from rivers, dangers from robbers,

about others more than himself. He lived each day like it was his last wanting
to please Jesus, “l affirm, brethren, by the boasting in you which | have in
Christ Jesus our Lord, | die daily“(1 Cor. 15:31). The prize that every Christian
desires will be credited at the high calling of Christ. Paul lived each day

sas ey
EREy

dangers from my countrymen, dangers from the Gentiles, dangers in the city,  awaiting Jesus’ call. What if Christ returns today, will you be ready?

":5 dangers in the wilderness, dangers on the sea, dangers among false My dear friends, how does your Christian commitment compare with
u‘ brethren; | have been in labor and hardship, through many sleepless nights, in  Paul's? Please know that God uses believers who are totally committed to
i hunger and thirst, often without food, in cold and exposure”(2 Cor.  Christ. | hope your commitment to Jesus Christ is sincere. Amen. {
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