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| WILL NOT BE SHAKEN

“...He only is my rock and my salvation,
my stronghold; I shall not be shaken. "
(Psalm 62:4-8)

@ 200411 98 199

| Sermon for Next Sunday |

n Psalm 62, David is going through a difficult period in his life. He

has experienced physical affliction. In his suffering, he addresses
four key areas. The first concerns himself, “My soul waits in
silence for God only; from Him is my salvation”(v. 1). The second
deals with the devil and his demons. “They have counseled only
to thrust him down from his high position; they delight in
falsehood; they bless with their mouth, but inwardly they
curse”(v. 4). The next regards his friends, "Trust in Him at all
times, O people; pour out your heart before Him; God is a refuge
for us“(v. 8). Lastly, he thanks the Lord by relating, “And
lovingkindness is Yours, O Lord, for You recompense a man
according to his work”(v. 12). When temptation is heavy, and your
suffering is great, those in the Lord who have reached
unfathomable depths find wonderful treasure. Just think of the
waorst suffering ever, Jesus” death on the cross. He lowered
Himself to rock bottom, and there saved the whole world. What
glorious treasure! David found his treasure in the Lord, “He only is
my rock and my salvation, my stronghold; | shall not be shaken”(v.
6). If the Lord God is your rock, and you believe He is your only
salvation, then life’s troubles and tribulations cannot devastate
you. Let us look now at some of the problems that try to shake
you up in life.

Satan and his demons constantly search for ways to ruin your
life. Jesus told one of His disciples, "Simon, Simon, behold, Satan
has demanded permission to sift you like wheat; but | have prayed
for you, that your faith may not fail"(Lk. 22:31-32). The devil insists
on attacking you. He likes to hurt you through your desires, family,
work, and any which way he can. His persistence is unwavering,
for he never takes a vacation. 1 Peter 5:8 tells us, “Your adversary,
the devil, prowls around like a roaring lion, seeking someone to
devour.” Satan wants to destroy you. He will take advantage of
any opportunity you give him. As such, the Bible tells us, “Put on
the full armor of God, so that you will be able to stand firm against
the schemes of the devil”(Eph. 6:11). When you submit yourself
completely to God, you can resist the devil and “he will flee from
you"({Jam. 4:7). If you depend on God, the devil cannot shake you,
“For the king trusts in the Lord, and through the lovingkindness of
the Most High he will not be shaken”(Ps. 21:7).

Sin strives to damage your life. The progression is frightening
and certain, "Then when lust has conceived, it gives birth to sin;
and when sin is accomplished, it brings forth death”(Jam. 1:15).
Your sins always separate you from God, they hide His face “from
you so that He does not hear"(Isa. 59:2). Sin is sneaky and
serious. Romans 5:12 tells us, "Therefore, just as through one
man sin entered into the world, and death through sin, and so

death spread to all men, because all sinned.” Praise God for His
grace, "For since by a man came death, by a man also came the
resurrection of the dead. For as in Adam all die, so also in Christ all
will be made alive”(1 Cor. 15:21-22). Christ destroys the root of
sin, and His blood washes away any after growth. Only Jesus can
repair the terrible damage of sin, and restore you to a right
relationship with God.

Affliction tends to turn your life away from God. When
unbelievers urged the church at Thessalonica to reject their faith,
Paul sent Timothy to strengthen and encourage them, “so that no
one would be disturbed by these afflictions”(1 Thess. 3:3). Paul
told them, “for this reason, brethren, in all our distress and
affliction we were comforted about you through your faith; for
now we really live, if you stand firm in the Lord"(1 Thess. 3:7-8).
Believers must stand firm in the Lord. The Bible clearly says,
"Cast your burden upon the Lord and He will sustain you; He will
never allow the righteous to be shaken”(Ps. 55:22). This is a
promise you can depend on.

Friends, even best friends, challenge your relationship with God.
Believers experience this all the time with family. If it is not your
kids, then either your husband or wife, or mother or father tries to
move you to place them above God. Do not be fooled by thinking
God understands and excuses this situation. It is absolutely the
devil's work. He uses your family and friends to pull you away
from God's work. The result is death, so do not be deceived.
When Ged called Paul to Jerusalem, the Holy Spirit informed his
friends, through a prophet who touched his belt, about the terrible
things that would happen to him there. They begged him not to
go, but Paul answered them, "What are you doing, weeping and
breaking my heart? For | am ready not only to be bound, but even
1o die at Jerusalem for the name of the Lord Jesus"” (Acts 21:13).
Even Paul’s closest associates tried to dissuade him from doing
God's will, but he was not moved. Your loved ones know you well,
and sometimes they use this knowledge against you when God's
way is not pleasant. Their advice is given out of love, but it is
human counsel, not godly wisdom. 1 Peter 1:10 reminds us,
"Therefore, brethren, be all the more diligent to make certain
about His calling and choosing you; for as long as you practice
these things, you will never stumble,”

My dear friend, life is full of adversity. Suffering will ruin and
damage many people. Some will turn away from God, and still
others will have their relationship with God disrupted. How will
you handle life's afflictions? They are sure to come! Please hold
tightly to the grace of God by faith, so that during the hard and
problematic times you will not be shaken. Amen. W
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